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has long been a vexed question, and i
not easily settled. Rev. Dr. Ashmore,
of Swatow, has recited a ‘‘ heurt-ren(.
ing case,’” as he calls it :

A convert applied for baptism whe
had two wives. He was told that Je
must put one of them away. Tie
question arose, which one ? and the gp.
swer was, the one married last. Dy
the first wife had no children, and the
second wife had several. On heariyg
what the decision was, the discardg]
wife went to Dr. Ashmore and put by
case before him in this wise :

“‘But, teacher, ke is my husbarg,
and I am his wife. You say that he
ought not to have taken me; but ke
did take me before he knew of your
new religion. He is the father of uy
children. I have a right to look to hin
for companionship and for protection.
You make my children illegitimat,
You should not do that; you havero
right to injure my children in that way,
You haveno right to put mein the p&'i-
tion of a disreputable woman, for Le
lawfully married me according te the
usage of China. I hada husband; now

I have no husband. I had a home:
now I huve no home. If I go and
murry another man I shall break the
law. I lhad one to whom I could goss
the father of my children; now Ien
go to my children’s father no longey,
nor may I dare to speak to kim,”

and mavy had joined hisstandard. The
Chinese and Japanese were in control
of affairs at last accounts.

.

Reports from China indicate a con-
siderable excitement in the Celestinl
Empire, and repeated attacks on for-
eign mission premises. The Canadian
Mission hospitul, dispensary, and chapel
at Chung Kung are said to be looted
and burned, and eleven places of wor-
ship, both Romanist and Protestant,
were destroyed. The reporis are some-
what sensational, and perhaps lack con-
firmation up to date of this writing.
But it is said that heavy ransoms have
been exacted as the price of personal
safety ; that missionaries and their fami-
lies have beed compelled to find hiding
places in dirty holes and lofts from the
mob ; and that though the soldiers’ bar-
racks are within five miles, no assistance
has been rendered, and protection rude-
1y refused.

Correspondents have called attention
to what had not escaped us, that in the
July Review there appear contradic-
tory statements as to the issues of Sun-
day newspapers in Japan (pp. 517 and
558). There is a conflict of authorities,
and we have written to Japan to find
out the cxact facts. This Review is
divided into departments under separate
members of the editorial staff, and such
conflicting statements cannot :lways be Dr. Ashmore added that this led to
avoided, as each editor in charge has his “ studyinganew the New Testamet
bis own sources of information. But teachingon the subject;” and thelste
we seek, when such contradictionsap- Dr. Happer said that, under like dr-
pear, to reconcile them or correct mis- cumstances, “ after 2 long study of the
leading statements. subject,” hie ** would not have infliciad

such a trial upon that poor women s
to deprive her of her husband, her hor,
and her children in the name of the
merciful Redeemer, whose Gospel &
best portrayed Ly Iis own wonls,
‘Come unto Me, &1l ye that laborad
arc heavy laden, aud I will give yot

Sccretary Merriam, of the A, B.M. U.,
calls our attention to a misleading para-
graph on page 5§95 of the August num-
ber. Inthe published reportof proceed-
ings we read: ‘‘ A present attempt lo
establish such a union of ireasurieswonld
work confusion and not karmony,” ete. Test.’”

{sec p. 5).
The action of the committee appoitt

This matter of how to deal with ed to report to the next Assemblyo
polygamy, in case of heathen converts, this matter will be awaited wilh iner




