
prayer is the means of exit, by a proce-ss long, elaborate, and involvod, out
of a consejous, sentient, and personal #'1xistcnce, which is conceived of as
oniy cvii, into the impersonal. stato of Nirvana, %vlere ail individuality is
inerged anai sunk in infiniite abstraction. The thoughit of praycr as a com-
inerce of soul -%itli a personal God does not enter into the calculation.
Ilence the nieclianicai character whichi the whole transaction assumes,
whlîih aibeit it tronches on tue ground of corrupted Christian systems, bas
nothingr in coînmon ivith spiritual Ckris.:ianity.

Another feature, strongely înarkcd in the Thibotans, is thoir insatiablei
desire to rcad the future. The forms of divination ainong them are many,
and tlîe belief in these general. Oxie of the leading forms of foreteliing
tho future is by inoans of a shicep's shouldor-bàlade, which. the diviner,
aftcr rccitingr a praýyer puts in the enîbers to burn. WhVlen thoroughly
charred it is carefully rcmnoved ; the cracks in the bone are closely exam-
mcdy the longitudinal cracks being,<, taken to represent the journey and the
transvcrsal ones the evenbs iliat are to befil. In addition to, this a hazy

forai of divination is practised by liraycr-beads., but this is only resorted
to for ]ight on ruinor inatters, sucli as the recovcry of a strayea horse or
Siinilar trifle. There amc also fortune-telling books which, adepts use,
hiaving a string attachoed te, each Icaf. Thtese strings the performner twists
toglether, and then. &sks bis client to select one. The leaf is thon îïcad, byj
the divinor, -who, thus fortificd, xnakcs oracular reply. To get a daily pecp
intco tic future is alrmost as needful to, the Thibetan as bis nccsary food.

Tho whole ]and of Thibot swanns ivithi pricst.s. According te the
Chinese estiniate, for cvery fainily in Thibet there are threc laimas-an
esçtiniiatoe wli Mr. Roekixili accepts- as apprvxiimateiy correct, fur iii a
journey of 600 miles lie pasqed "'forty laae ies t»he smiallcst of whichi
Uxero wvere 100 mionks, andi in flvc of the-m frein 2000 to 4000. The
wvcah &-, wcll as the mnanagemnent of the country is iargeiy ini the hands
.,f the lamnas. These priests have a kecen ove to business, discharge
supreino legal functions, and arc i-irtnal rîiers iii the Iand ; for thougli
thev do not bear direct mbl iii cvcry pruvinice eutsidc the kingdom of
L&ssat, yet in ail parts they are defacto asr."Their landcd propcfy
is enormous, and their serfs (mi-ser) end bondsrnen (1sWeýyo) swarin."'

Lassa, the capital of Thi1bot, is the acnwe~dcentre and lead1-
quarters of the pistly syst-cm. This applies tu 'Mongolia and MaIpnchiuria
also, as- wcll as to Uic Kalinîuks% in (i'inoso; f'Cntral Asia. Officially Thibet
lbas no kini», the office having becn abolishced liv the Cîxinoe ini 1751 and
a rouncl of ministers appo'ýnted, over whichi a lamia presides wlio is popu-
larlv knoivn as King of Thibot and whose actuial ride is -ite up to thc
Ilrvel ef the appellation. liis office is elective, and the incuinibent i5
cliosr. in turn froin one of Uic tuirc great lamiascis-Xr)rbun Gad. n,
orl ;éra Thomr are four Lamaist sect-the yellow, red, blackz, and 'white.
Ibo yellow bears the palm in nuinber and influence, and the ted seres as
a good second. lu rit.usl an-l df<>gmx those secis differ littie freinee
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