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sendingt out ail whorrn thcy believe te, be duly qualified, assured that if
God gives the livingr agents fie ivili supply the means. The experiencee of
the pasi; twe, years justifies their confidence. Lasi; year, whu tuie st-atl of
inissioflaries numbered 49 more Vlan in thc previous year, they wure thank-
fully able te, record a balance of £74 te the eredit of the General 1?und.

... in conclusion, wvhat policy have the coramittee te submit to thc
approval of the Society in the face of unprecedented opportunities and
hopes ?

il1. God bas owncd old rncthods of work. Destroy tliem not, for
thaere is a blessîng in them. In the liglht of accunuiuted experience, and
under the influence of new enviroamients, the old mnethods have been and
wiIl be improved. God forbid that tbey sbould be a-bandoned.

"21ý. The cal1 bas corne for new methods and fresh experlînents. That
cal n neither be lighltly disregarded nor llghtly obeyed. The committee
are not frigtitened by the ontcry againsi; ' new departures.' Rather they
tblank God that the inereased interesi; at home and the growth of oppor-
tunitieB abroadl necessitate ' new departurca,;' but ail such, new departures
niust be jealously safeguarded by rigid adherence to the old uinchaneable
principles %vl-ich, froin it~s fouindation to the present day, have been the
glery and strcngth of the Society.

In l view of the rapidly rising tide of intelligent, self-consecrating
interesi; nt home ; in view of the marvellous opening out of the field
abroad, thc cominittee are determined, God Ielping them, to be found
rcady, first for the consolidation and strengtheningr of existing work; tIen
for further expansion, as God shail provide duly qualificd, worke ml"

JA1>AN.

-Thora are now, says the Spirit ofi.ssions, forty-eight ]3uddhist pub-
lientions in Japan, inost of thern of recent esalsmn.Japanese Bud-
dhismil has no thouglit of dying without a vigrorous contest for life. It is
curions, but the Shin seet, which is fourîli in the nuxuber of ils temples
allnong the Buddhist denoininations of Japan, is extremnely like Prote-stant-
kim in its relation te the other Buddhist sects. It teaches justification by
faithi in Amida Buddha, instead of by works, opposes celibacy, inonasti-
cîsm, penanees, pilgriinages, and amulets. Itowever, ut is ne nearer te
Cliristianity than the other sects. Equally with thern it appears te be
athoistical, and te, hld the doctrine of extinction as thc highes; good. Ail
the seets, hewever, appear to have adherents -ihio incline more or less te a
theistie interpretation. Buddhisrn seems to be a singularly clusive systeni,
if it cau be called a systeni.

Thc Shiai seet is cecting; a temple ai; Kyoto nt a cost of $11,000,000.

-Thc Rev. T. P. Peate says, in tIe Baptist M3issionLry .7fagazzi-ne
"Let no one thiak that Japan is an easy field. It is far fromn it. Trials

fromn withini and without multiply, and wvere it net that Christ streniceth
we should despair."

-Thc Rev. B. H. Joncs (in the Baptist .3f»i,"iuaru .iVa.qazinc) wvrites:
1I bave ouly baptlzcd ten this year, the Union 1rsbyterian Chiurcli bas

less tiia haif the nuinher of last year, and there. are a great inany exclu-
sions in ail thec dareles. XVc ask your svînpathv and pravers. Wc are
not inclined Vo give up, but nccd great wisdomn and readjustient, of plans
tb continue Our %vork. "


