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sending out all whom they believe to be duly jualified, assured that if
God gives the living agents He will supply the means. The experience of
the past two years justifies their confidence. Last year, when the staff of
missionaries aumbered 49 more than in the previous year, they were thank-
fully able to record a balance of £74 to the credit of the General Fund.
. . . In conclusion, what policy have the committee to submit to the
approval of the society in the face of unprecedented opportunities and
hopes 2

Pl 1. God has owned old methods of work. Destroy them not, for
there is a blessing in them. In the light of accumuiated experience, and
under the influence of new environments, the old methods have been and
will be improved. God forbid that they should be abandoned.

9, The call has come for new methods and fresh experiments. That
call can neither be lightly disregarded nor lightly obeyed. The committee
are not frightened by the outery against ‘ new departures.” Rather they
thank God that the increased interest at home and the growth of oppor-
tunities abroad necessitate ‘ new departures ;” but all such new departures
must be jealously safeguarded by rigid adherence to the old unchangeable
priueiplcs which, from its foundation to the present day, have been the
glory and strength of the society.

¢ 3. In view of the rapidly rising tide of intelligent, self-consecrating
interest at home ; in view of the marvellous opening out of the field
abroad, the committee are determined, God helping them, to be found
ready, first for the consolidation and sirengthening of existing work ; then
for further cxpansion, as God shall provide duly qualified workers.?

JAraN,

—There are now, says the Spirit of Missions, forty-eight Buddhist pub-
lications in Japan, most of them of recent establishment. Japanese Bud-
dbism has no thought of dying without a vigorous contest for life. It is
curions, but the Shin sect, which is fourth in the number of its temples
among the Buddhist denominations of Japan, is extremely like Protestant-
ism in its relation to the other Buddhist sects. It teaches justification by
faith in Amida Buddba, instead of by works, opposes celibacy, monasti-
cism, penances, pilgrimages, and amulets. However, it is no nearer to
Christianity than the other sccts. Equally with them it appears to be
atheistical, and to hold the doctrine of extinction as the highest good. All
the sects, however, appear to have adherents who incline more or less to a
theistic interpretation. Buddhism scems to be a singularly elusive system,
if it can be called & system.

The Shin sect is erccting a temple at Xyoto at a cost of $11,000,000.

—The Rev. T, P. Poate says, in the Baptist Missionary Magazine :
**Let no one think that Japan is an casy field. It is far from it. Trials

from within aud without multiply, and were it not that Christ strengtheneth
we should despair.”

—The Rev. E. H. Jones (in the Baptist Missionary Magazine) writes :
“J have only baptized ten this year, the Union Presbyterian Church has
less than half the number of last year, and there are a great many exclu-
sions in all the churches. We ask your sympathy and prayers. We are

not inclined to give up, but need great wisdom and readjustment of plans
to continue our work.’’



