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S. The supernatural ordering of hiuman lives, and the limitations of
them whon God'ls purpose is accomplislied.

9. Tho evidexîces of a divine strategy extendingc thiroughr the ages
and cmbracing the %vhole vorld.

10. Th turniîig of the crises of the kingdom in answcr to prayer,
and in a marked order of development.

il. The development of new agencies, organizations and instrumen-
t&,Ilities at the precise heur of need.

12. The prophetie element in ail these divine plans, miking thecse
developuiOntS not an evolution but a revolution.

Such are a few of thoso signs of the suporuatural mind and httnd in the
history of missions. Lot us briefly advert to some of thoin.

1. Tho progress of missions would, have 1)001 impossible without tue
intervention of a higlier power. Whien, a century ago, the Churcli as
a body took up the work of evaugehizingt tho world, ten great obstacles
stood in lier way, to huinan view insurmountable. Tliey may ho
classed under four lieads : obstacles to approacli, obstacles to inter-
course, obstacles to impression, obstacles to action.

The world seemed lock-ed against the Ohurcli, and the Chiurcli seemed
indifferent to the condition of the world. Converts ivere punished
with dcath ; missionaries were martyrs ; woman wvas shut up in
harems; soine races scemed too high, others too low, te ho reachedi by
the gospel. Now «all these obstacles are down. Who lias dlonc it?

2. ]3arriers have sometimes gonie down as thougli a continent hiad,
sun'k to let the sea overflood the land. Hawaii liaci burned lier idols
whjle the T/taddcus was crossing the dIcep withi the first band of mis-
sionaries. Japan was undergoing a civil revolution whîilc Commodore
pcrry was casting anchor i n the harbor of Yeddo. Over and over
aglin the inissionaries have gono cxpecting to find gigautie barriers
coifronting them and have found only prostrate walls. Wlio lias donc it?

3. Mlon and women have beeîî prepared for the work and the -%vork
for thom wvhen no human foresiglit could, have sliaped eitlicr for
the other. Wlio fitted William Goodell te, begin iii 1831 tlîat Nvon-
derful lyork in Constantinople whicli at tlîat very time nooedc just sucli
a pioncer ! Who but God knew that in 1877 a famine would over-
spread Southiern India, and that a civil ongincer would bo nieudec te
complote tlîat canal, andl se give' the starving tliousand s wvork ; anîd
tlîat the engineer must ho a Christian missionary who would teacli the
workmen of Jesus? and wio, was it raised up Mr. Clougl to go there
long before lie knew why lic was a civil engineer and feit so strangely
drawn to that very station at Ongole? WVIo wvas it fitted the pcg te
the hiole wvlen hie set E l Smith ini Syria, Robcrt Morrisonl in China,
Fidelia Fisk ini Oroomiali, Lindley anîong the Zulus, Moifat among the
Boors, Duncan among the Indians of British Columbia, and ilunter
Çorbctt among flic simpleiconvcrts of Cliofoo ? (Ja ail history show
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