
164 Weitmin8ter Amambly.

that.tho.property of Cathedrals should b. vested in Trnhee, w
Éhould give a stipond to, their ]ate possessors, and out of the ro
der support preachin g inisters, both in towns and through
country where required " Thus8 the. wioleprelatio bierlrh of
land, as an ecoleslastical establishiment, was overthrown býy an
jured and indignantpoople; and that too, by a -Parliament contain
a, large number of fipiscopalians. This national rtecoil against
unscripturai, oppressive and intoler-ant, ecclesiastical sy8temi
just the-natural and necessary coiisequenco ofcarring desotic
lence bsyondtii. limit of endurance. -Englandthen, for a tino,
without. g recog.nlzed national syst.m of religion. But Dnglad
not withoùtreiion. True piety -wu ftot extingnîsiie or even
jured. A national estaled church and the church of Christ
riot always, and lu every respect identical. Gexerallyr tii.y
been, and in this instance were apecially so, antagonistie. And
long as the governments of this world will b. as tiiey bave been,
etil[ are, to a fearful extent, inftuenced by the. spirit of irreligion
iiifidelity, it la difficlt to bplieve, that any ciurch, howevorprfeet
organizatien, can snstain a state connection with them, ýpur-e and
affected. Hietory aud universal experience contradict suéhb)eief.
Mame malignant poison which vitiates tiiem wlll most assnredly
meate hier holy institutions, disorder and corrupt them. And
constitutional. goveruments derive their legisiative -and exeleu
Èowersfrom thapeople,siomust ail moral sud.religiousirefonnatio
gin wlth the people and work their way up, to thie hghest civil d
nment. It la unreasonable, therefore, to expeet that any ove
wiIl ever introduce any reformes into the chuxch.. But it is the
of the church- to reform, the government. Tha 8h. cau nover
while fettered by state influence and conneelion. Tih, oîly 1
mate aud beneficial connection that can ever exist between the
ernments of this world and the churci of Christ la, that of ail
orument officiais, from the, hiýglest to the. lowest functioniary,
consistenit niembers of the. church and guldedin their publie
istrations as well as their prIvate lte, by tiie divine principles
she inculcates. This idea lias neyer yet since the itouet
Christianity at Ieast, been realized, and nover shall be relzd
"the kingdoms of tus world become the. kingdoms of oiir Lo
Saviour,Jesus Christ!' P>ure religion, aud undefl before
the-Father, doos not depend for ita levidence uýpon state rc
sup~port or confrol, nor yot upon prelatie, sanction. We bave i
mise that "1where two, or tbree are met togetiierinthie namo
that R. ia in tiie inidst of theni, to, blesa tlieme sudto do thn

Iu the age of w'hicii w. write, the. opinionwas ahuost univ
qentertalned, that a unlform, national, ecclesiastical system wuo'
penýible te th. auccesaful oFeration of Ciiristianity lu the f
and that it was the duiy of the. civil ralers, te, exeoise .tbeir
power -and influence, mn order that such a, system nright b.
snd adopted. lu accordance 'with thia opini*on, tii. Egis
Ment ou- the l2th June, 1643, issued su Orinaucel i3umno
hu*idredsud flfty.oe -of the. most dlatingnisied. among.-the
and liity, for piety pzd learnlg in tii.- whole uat1oný to
General Assenibly. on tue fiSM of Iulat Westminster, for Üi
pose of devisingaitationalformocfcéhirch governmentona 07


