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be necessary to enable His Majesty to
make a permanent appropriation of
lands in the said province for the sup-
port and maintenance of a protestant
clergy within the same, in proportion to
such lands as have been already grant-
ed within the same by His Majesty; and
it is His Majesty's desire that such pro-
vision may be made with respect to all
future grants of land within the said
provinces respectively, as may best con-
duce to the same object, in proportion
to such increase as may happen in the
population and cultivation of the said
provinces ; and for this purpose, His
Majesty consents that such provisions
and regulations may be made by this
House respecting all future grants of
land to be made by His Majesty with-
in the said provinces, as this House
shall think fit." The bill was intro-
duced by Mr. Pitt on the 4th March,
and gave rise to considerable discus-
sion; Mr. Fox, Mr. Francis. and others,
opposing its passage, whilst Edmund
Burke supported the government. The
bill was also opposed by a number of
Canadians, represented by Mr. Adam
Lymburner, a merchant of Quebec,
who, as their agent, was heard on 23rd
March, against it, at the bar of the
House of Commons. The Act of 1791
was generally known as the Constitu-
tional Act. Its principal provisions were
as follows :-The first section repeals so
much of the Quebec Act (14 Geo. III.,
ch. 83) as relates tothe appointment of
-a Council for the Province of Quebec,
and the power given to the said Council
to make ordinances for the govern-
ment thereof. The second clause recites
the intention of His Majesty, as com-
municated in his message, to divide the
Province of Quebec into two provinces,
to be called Upper Canada and Lower
Canada, and enacts that a Legislative
Council and Assembly shall be estab-
Iished for each province, by and with

whose advice His Majesty may make
laws for the peace, welfare, and good
government thereof. The third, fourth,
and fifth sections provide for the sum-
moning, by the Lieutenant-Governors
of the respective provinces, of members
to the Legislative Council (seven for
Upper Canada and fifteen for Lower
Canada); such members to be of the
full age of twenty-one years, and to
hold their seats for 'life. Section six
authorizes His Majesty to annex to
hereditary titles of honor, the right of
being summoned to the Legislative
Council. Sections seven to eleven,
inclusive, relate to vacation of seats in
the Legislative Council, forfeiture of
hereditary rights and questions respect-
ing the right to be summoned. Section
twelve authorizes the Governor or
Lieutenant-Governor to appoint the
Speaker of the Legislative Council.
Sections thirteen to twenty-five relate to
the election of members of the Legis-
lative Assembly-Upper Canada to have
sixteen members ; Lower Canada, fifty.
Sections twenty-six and twenty-seven
give power to the Governor to fix the
times and places of holding the first and
succeeding sessions of the Legislative
Council and Assembly in each Province,
giving due notice thereof, and to pro-
rogue and dissolve the same. They
were to be convoked at least once in
every twelve months ; each assembly
was to continue for four years from the
date fixed for the return of the writs,
subject to prorogation and dissolution.
Section twenty-eight enacts that all
questions arising in either Conncil or
Assembly shall be decided by a major-
ity of votes, the Speaker of each House
to have a casting vote. Section twenty-
nine prescribes the oath to be taken by
members of the Council and Assembly.
Section thirty authorizes the Governor
to give or withhold His Majesty's assent
to all bills passed by the two Houses,


