10y Need of w Revival in the Preshyteriun Chureh of Canada.

lous partg of the country, from the great vaviety
of sects into which the population is divided.—
We principally want pastors, who, besides
preaching at ditferent stations, would visit from
house to house, and organize, direct and susfain
the various subordinate agencies by whien in-
struction is diffuscd wmongst a people.  And,
in illustration of the sud prevalence of vice, we
would refer first of all to the great number of
those nurseries of drunkenness—distilleries,
taverns, and stores that vend liquors ; and, sc-
condly, to the great amount of crime that is,
or that ought to be animadveried on by our
courts of law ; and to what is scarcely less
ominious of evil, the immense mmount of' litiga-
tion that occupies the civil courts,in all their
grades, from the lowest io the highest.

It cannot be doubted that there is u conside-
rable amount of infidelity among:st our popula-
tion, though it has not assumed a very active
form. Here and there Chrystians, a species ol
Arians, of American origin, are to be found.—
But the prevalent form of adulterated Christi-
anity amongst us is that of Popery. “I'his has
both the numerical and political ascendancy in
the lower province ; and from the immigration
of Catholics, and the mistaken liberality of our
government, as well also as the divisions of the
Protestant body, it is comparatively a powerlul
as it is an increasing seet, in the upper province.
The Popery of the lower province has, we be-
lieve, exhibited hitherto a somewhat wild cha-
racter. This may be attributed to the fact that
it has been nursed by the government, and lit-
tle disturbed by movements on the part of Pro-
testants for the cvangelization of the Zabitans.
So, too, the policy of the demagogues, prepi-
ratory to the recent insurrectionary movements,
not being identificd with that ot the Popish
priesthood, but rather contrary to it, has given
to the latter an appearance of inactivity. But,
from the very naturc of Popery, especially from
the all-controlling influcnce of the pricsthood,
the politics of a Roman Catholic community
cannot continuc long at variance with the ec-
clesiastical policy ; and this cause of inactivity
is lilely soon to be removed. And then, even
though the spiritual darkness of the people were
to be aslittle disturbed by efforts to disseminate
amongst them the holy scriptures, and to preach
a pure gospel, as it hasbeen since the conquest
of Quebec, we cannot suppose that Popery
would continue any longer mild and inactive
cven in Lower Canada,  The movement which
“the Man of Sin” is making in the old world,
not merely to defend the possessions which are
feft to him, but also to recover those which he

has lagst, will he transmicted to the memberr of
his body on this continent ; and, theretore, we
must expecet to £o¢ Popery a fur more formida-
ble enemy to the truth than we have wet scen
it. Tnacommunity thus circumstanced—where
ignorance, vice, and corrupt religion prevail,
hew can we expect that the Christianity whiclr
we profess can maintain itself; and spread over
the land nnless it be genuine ? We may not
expect miracles—still less impossibilities. Yet,
what so impossible as that the dead should
quicken the dead—that religions lukewarmmess
and Pharigaism should transform into sound
Christianity, ignorance, depravity and supersti-
tion ! The religion which consists only in the
form of knowledge, and the form of godliness,
may long keep its ground in a community if no
aetive agencies oppose it. But, let error find
active and zealous advocates—let it come re-
commended by some temporal advantages, or
let it have the power to depress and persecute
the adherents of orthodoxy—aud when has
anti-christian error possessed that power with-
out exereising it 7 Then, such adherents will
speedily be diminished in number, to the few,
who, amidst much barren profession, had known
something of the lite and power of godliness.
I, then, we would see our church ietain the
footing in this community which she has gained
—if we would see her preparing herself for the
arduouns work to which her great head calls her,
and the mountains ol difliculty that arc in her
way becoming plains—ihen indecd must we
wait on Hum resolutely and patiently for the
putting forth of lis mighty arm.

Soine may, perhaps, think that the difficultics
in the way of the progress of the gospel, in
these regions, arc to be surmounted chiefly by
increased resources being placed at the disposal
of the church: and we do not deny that these
are greatly wanted, but we maintain, that a
revived state of religion amongst usis necessary,
to a right use of the resources that we do pos-
sess, and that it would certainly augment those
resources, and that in many ways. We would
throw into a note Kirkton’s description of the
Church of Scotland, at the time of the restora-
tion, the era, it will be remembered, that suc-
ceeded on the second Reformation in Scotland,
or, as we would call it, the Revival of 1633,
and that preceded the bloody persceution of the
Stewarts.* We ask our readers, after reading

* The Reverend James Kirkton was minister at
Mertou.  Like many of his faithful brethren, he was
intercommuned (outlawed) in 1676, by the tyrannical
and persccuting government of the time.  After the
vevolution, he was, according to Wadrow. “a most
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