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the believeris disposed to say, with the patriarch to
whom we have now referred, *the Lord gave and
the Lord hath taken away, blessed be the name of
the Lord.” What a comfortable state of mind is
this ! This is the state of mind to which genuine
faith will bring us,

Aguin, in respect to death, there can be but Jit-
tle room to doubt of the superionty of the christran
principles over all others, 1n enabling us to gamn a
victory over its terrors,

‘What is death to one set of unbelievers? 1Itis
the utter destruction of being—a returning to duist,
the wreck of the thinking principle, that by which
we know and love, and are capable of enjoyment,
Death to one set of unbelievers is this! To such
men, how unmixed'must the terrors of death be.
No idea can be 80 overpowering as that of complete
and irrecoverable annihilation. Every heart must
recoil at its admission, for it threatens eternal de-
struction to its best affections.

What is deathto another sct of unbelievers?
It is an event which is to close all communion with
the present scene of things. It is to break every
tie, how tender and endearing soever it may be, It
is to terminute their carthly wishes, their earthly
pursuits and happiness.

But is it not to open up a new and better scene
to their view? To carry them to a world where
greater order, and harmony, and joy prevail ? Ah!
no. This is what no infidel is assured of. Another
life is, with kim, only an object of hope, of desire.
And when death approaches, his own imagination,
fertile in objections, will not fail to darken, if not
extinguish, the fc\v rays of light which had serv-
ed to shed something like comfort over the tomb.

But what is death to the christian? Itisa re-
lease from all his heavy carcs ; from all his con-
tendings against sin ; from all his troubles, his sor-
rows, his disappointments, Itis a call from God
to come up to the abode of purity and joy : itis 2
call from Jesus to join his glorified society, toshare
in his unbounded love, 1t isaninvitation from the
spirits of the just made perfect, to throw off the
cumbrous load of clay, and fly, on the wings of
adoring affection, to the source of immortal de-
light.

True it is also, a parting with many here who de-
scrved and enjoyed his best regards, but such part-
ing is accompanied with nothing that is permanent-
ly painful, bécause the assurance of meeting in
heaven, the habitation of the good, preserves the
mind in pesceful serenity.

Such is death to the true, the obedient disciple
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of the Lord Jesus. Need we ask whether hisfaith
cuables him to overcome itsterrors ? That it does
so, must be abundantly evident, To the believer,
Christ has brought life and immortality to light,
and has thus deprived death of its sting and the
grave of its terrors.

How great a blessing, then, tothe world is chris.
tiamty ! Itis a religion winch confines not its in-
fluence to any one state of human existence,—It
extends to all. In the deepest distress to which
human beings can be reduced, it is fittedto console
and comfort the mind., Nor does it restrict its re.
gards to the couch of distress—it extends them
also to the heart, pierced by the bitterness of
that grief which a consciousness of sin excites, It
speaks peace to the wounded conscicnce; it strips
the judgment scat of its terrors, and places at
the right hand of the majesty on high, a tenderand
all-prevailing Advocate, who not.only pleadsfor for-
giveness, but for grace to help us in every time of
need. \Vhen nature faints and fails, when earthly
objects have lost all their power to attract and gain
our attention, it is the strength of our hearts and
our portion forever. On the dark valley of the
shadow of death, it causes the light of a new and
more glorious world to spring. It conducts us
peacefully and virtuously to the end of our earthly
journey, and when its last step is taken, it raises
us to joy uaspeakable and full of glory, to the gene.
ral assembly of the first born in heaven, to God the
Judge of all,and to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant.
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And I wall takeaway the stony heart out of your flesh,
and give youan heart of flesh.—Ezekiel, xxxvi. 26

1t may notbe a very striking, but out of doubt,
it is a very weighty argument for the truth of our
holy faith, that it makes most effectual provision
for the cultivation of moral rectitude. In this re-
spect, its enemies, for the most part have acknow-
ledged its consistency, and any one who has the
prudence to consider, and the iutelligence to un-
derstand the efficacy of the motives which it sup-
plies, and the means and assistance which it furs




