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the believer is disposed ta say, witit the patriarchi ta
whom we have now rcferred, "dthe Lord gave and
the Lord bath taioen away,,blessed ie tlic name of
the Lord." Wbat a comfortable statuofa mitd is
this ! Thais ie tlic state of niiud ta whicli genisic
faith wiii bring us.

Again, in respect ta desth, there cars bc but lit.
tde room ta daubt of the supcriorîty of the christian
principles over ail otiieré, in enabling us ta gain a
victory over its terrore.

Wh at je denti to one set of unbciievere2 [ t ie
the titter destruction af bing-a returning ta dii t1
the wreck of the thinlcing principle, that by whieli
wec know and love, and are capable of enjoyment.
Death ta one set af unbeiievers je this ! To such
mnen, how unnaixed'must the terrars af death be.
No idea, can ho so averpowering, as that af complote
mnd irrecoverabie annihilation. Evcry heart muet
recoil at its admission, for it threatene eternai de-
struction ta ite Lest afetiane.

lYbat is death ta another set af unbelievers?
It je an evont which is ta clao nil communion with
the ptrsent scene af tliings. It is ta break evcrv
tie, how tender aud endearing soevor it may be. It
ie ta termiinate their eartly wisiies, their eartlîly
pursuite and happinese.

But ie it not ta apen up a now and botter scenoe
ta their view ? Ta carry theom ta a worid wbcire
greaterarder, and harmony, and jay prevail 1 Ali!
no. Thiis je what no infidel ie assured ai. Another
life je, with him, aniy an abject af hope, ai clesire.
And when death approaclies, bis own imagination,
fertile in abjections, wiIl nat fail to dnrl<en, if not
extinguish, the iew raye ai light which bail son',-
ed ta sed somseihing iko comianrt aven the tomb.

But whiat je deatli ta the chrjstian2 ? t je a re-
lease from ail hie licavy carte ; frams aIl bis con-
tendings againet sin; from all bis traubleé, hie sur-
rows, his dieappaintments. Tt je a caii frams Gad
ta corne up ta the abade ai purity and jay . it is a
eall fions Jesus tajain hie glorified societ3', ta shane
ini bis unba unded love. Tt is an invitation irams tbe
spirite ai the just made pcrfcct, ta thnaw off the
cumbrous load ai clay, and fly, an the winge af
adoring affection, ta the source ai immortal de-
light.

True it is aiea, a parting with rnany bute %who de-
served and enjayed hie best regarde, but such part-
ing ie accompanied with nothing tlict je permanent-
]y painful, bècause the assurance ai meeting in
heevien, the habitation ai the gond, preserves the
mind in pesceful eerenity.

Such je dccth ta the truc, the obedient disciple

ai the Lard Jes. Need we ask whetber hie iaith
eîiables him taovencome its terrons? That it dace
sa, mnuet be abundantiy evident. Ta the beliover,
Christ bs brought life and immartaiity ta light,
and bas tlaue deprived deatli ai ite eting and the
grave of its ferrurs.

flow great a blessing, thon, tathe worid je chnis.
tianity ! It se a religion wvhich confines nat ite in-
fluence ta, any ane state ai humais existence.-Tt
oxtends ta ail. In the <leepeet distrees ta which
humaa beings cao be reduced, it je fittedta console
and comfart the naiod. Non daues it restriet ite re-
garde ta the couch ai distres-it extends thens
aiea ta the heart, pierced by the bitternese ai
thast griefiwhicli a conscioaenees ofisin excites. Tt
sQpcaks6 peacc to the woundaed conecccnce; it $trips
tlîe judgmeot seat ai its terrons, and places at
tlîe riglit band ofithe majesty an high, a tender and
alI.pnevailing Advocate, wvba not ooly pieadeifor for.
giveneest, but for grace ta beip us in every time of
need. Wben nature fisinte and fails, wlien eartbly
abjects bave lost ail tlîcir power ta attract and gain
aur attention, it is the strengrth ai aur bearte and
aur portion fanever. On the dark vailey ai the
eliadow ai death, it causes the light ai a new and
more gitiniaus wonid ta spring. Tt conducts us
peaceiuily end virtuousiy ta the end ai aur eartbiy
jauroey, and wheo it.s lest stop je italien, it raiss
us ta jay uispeakabie aod foul ofiglory, ta the gene.
rai assembiy of the firet baro in heasven, ta God the
.Tudge ai ail), and ta Jesue the Mlediator ai the new
covenant.
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And 1 vviil take away ihe stanyheart out ai yaurdfesb,
andg-ive you an heantoaifleàh.-Ezekiei, xxvi. 26.

It msy tnt be a very striking, but eut ai daubst,
it is a very weighty argument for the trais af aur
lioly faitbh that it makes anoat efflectuai provision
for tÈe cuitivation ai moral rectitude. In thie re-
epect, ite enemies, for the nîaet part bave acknaow-
ledgcd iLs coistcncy, and aoy ane wha han tbe
prudence ta caneider, and the intelligence to un-
denetand the efficacy ai tho motives which it sup-
plies, and the means and assistance which iL fur-


