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in a former letter, i8 likelv to ]ead (as indeed it bas already led) to important
resuits. A large body of tie parisiionerq, feeling themselves deeply nggrieved by
the settiement among tlîcm of the P,-escntee, to, whom they were strongly opposed,
have applicd, for Sermon to the Paisley and G-reenoek Presbytery of the «U. P.
Church, and stops hîave been taken for formiîîg them into a Congregation in con-
nexion -with that body. There iii the prospect of their being a good self-support-
ing Congregation. Andl while this bins been the resuit in the parish, the effect of
the settiement iii other quartors lias been significantly manifested. A memorial
frorn a large and influential meeting of lay memibers of the Churcli of Scotland,
hold in Glasgow lately, wan pî-esented tu a recent meeting of the Glasgow Estab-
Iisbed Presbytery. lu this document the ovils of patronage are depreeated, and
the unsatisfactory character of Lor-d Aberdeen's Act, as proved by thbe Kilmacolm
case, is pointed out; and au earuest desire is cxprcssed that mens should be
adopted for another and better arrangement. If floating straws indicate the direc-
tion of the current we may look out for a Parliamentary discussion, at least, on
the position ani prospects of the Kirkz.

We have just had arnong us another terrible cnlamity in the shape of a eall by
the liquidators of the Western Bank of £100 per share, after the preceding one of
£25. This, it is undcrstood, wvill brir.g utter and immediate muin to, multitudes
who imagined that the worst wvas pas-. The income of our Ohiurches, botli for
congrcgationad ani rnissionary purposes, lias been and 'will be seriously influenced.

I amn, Dear Sir,
Yours sine.erely,

CONFERENCE 0F JOINT COMMITTEES ON UN1ON IN NOVA SCOTIA.

The Committees appointed respt-ctîvely hy the Free Synod and the Presbyte-
rian Churcli of N~ova Scotia to conifer on the subjeet of union betweeu the two
bodies, met during Septemnber in Halifax. Both Churches, w-e bave~ reason to
know, have becu looking anxic.usly for this meeting, and great disappointment
would have bcen expericnced liad it been pr-oductive of no progress. We are
happy to, leara that those intcî-ested in the objeet of the mneeting,, have no reason
to feel disappointcd, but (in the contrary abundant cause foir thanks-giving to God
both for the spirit of fraternal concord 'whic1î prevailed in the deliberations of the
Conference and for the steps unanimnously tahen.

A Basis bias been agrced Io. This does not ensure union, but it is thc layinq of
the fuandation, and sbould it ho well laid and of good sound material, the tiie
occupied in its preparation will have been weli spent. The Basis adopted is euh-
stantîally the saine as that published in our Auist unmber as adoptcd by the
Committee of tlîe two bodies in lS414. Thbe only difference consists in a vcry few
verbal alterations introduced Uy thc Fiee Synod in 1846, w~hen it was adopted by
that body. It is a token for good that titis- Basis bas been adoptcd nnm sl
by the Comnuittecs i-o ho reeoinmnended to their r-espective Synods.

The Committees, we understand, wvere not inclined to, move quito so fast as our
brethren of both Synods in Prince Edward Island Preshytories appear to wish.
One strong objection to a pro re nata meeting of Synods w-as the certainty that
sueýh a meeting; would ho lessfully aticuiz.cel i-han tic ordina-y animual meeting; and
certain] it %vould ho both uniwise and uenjust to takze at a disadvantage tic more
distant 'brthren of both Cliurehies, an-d praciially to deprive themi of their privi-
lege of tak-ing part in the discussion of the subjeot nt evcry stage of its progress.
la resolving therefore to, rconimnîd the B:îsis to their respective Synods. at their
next ordinary meeting, the Coinîittees wo tlîink acted judieiously. We are por-
suaded that oven tie brethrcn of Prince Edwa-d Island, who, are liappily eo
forwax-d ln this niaLter, wiil cox-dially acquiesce in i-ho wisdom of the course
adopted, wlien thoy learu i-bat t-ho ]asis 'vhich thc 'y approvedl xvill corne hefore t-be
Synods ln Juno reconnmonded by thc Coiiuiittees; and fartmer, tîmat other phases
of the subjeet involving det.zlis of a pi-actical character, bave beeii r-onu-ted i-o a
Suh-Coinmittee, so Limai Uie whole question may timon bo presonted and may ho
remitted -witimout dolay to Sessions.

We are poîstiaded that tîmo union, botli in Canada ani Nomvi Scotia, iU ere long
bc acconîplished L4eti-t now becoîne a i-home for convei-sation' and a suhject of
fTcquelzt an-d earncst prayer. It is not yet fomally beforo Sessions an-d congre-


