THE PRESBYTERIAN.

according to the admonition of the text—offer-
ing unto God thaoksgiving and paying his
vows to the Most High.

But there is a second ground of thankfulness:
namely, the preservation, and enjoyment of
peace in the land, which has been suggested
to us by the civil authority, and in acknow-
ledging which we recognize the supreme
government of God, in the world of mind, as
well as of matter—as respects the powers and
passions of men, as well as the forces of mate-
rial nature. Scripture, indeed, in speaking of
the supreme government of God unites the
two—and represents the same almighty power
as stilling the noise of the seas,and the tumults
of the people : raling in the army of Ileaven
and among the inbabitants of the earth. It
'would be preposterous indced to imagine that
God would confine his rule to inanimate nature,
and leave out of the sphere of his authority, the
immortal minds which hc has endowed with
reason and understanding, and created after

¢ his own image. In them, and in their trans-
actions, there may be a long chain of second
causes—and these, unlilie the forces of nature,
baving cach a moral character,—manifesting
good or evil,—manifesting wisdom or folly, yeu
all subject to the dominion of God,—all sub-
ject to an invisible governmeni, regulating,
controlling, guiding, according to it3 own
principles,—secking the exccution of its own
high ends,—carrying forward its own great
purposes, and that with an influence and cner-
gy, irresistible and uncontrollable, by the
strength or tue wisdom of man. Take for
exanple the two states of mankind suggested
30 our consideration, by our second ground of
thankfulness this day—the state of war and
the state of peace.  St. James tells us the im-
mediatlc cause of war: “From whence,” says
he, “ come wars and fightings among you?
Come they not hence even of your lusts, that
war in your members#?  He may have aluded
in these words to the quarrels of ndividuals,
But the snme is true in regard to the sirifes of
nations. Immedintely they spring from evil
and wicked passions,—the Just of power,—
the desire of conquest,—thc desire of revenze,
—the desire of glory and pre.cimmnence.  But

1

——n sae et e - am

behind these immedinte causes, there is the .

purposc of HMim, who maketh the wrath of
man o praisc him, and can convert man's

worst und wickedest passions into the exccu- -

tioncrs of bis will.
not 50, ncither did his hieart think so, he was
Jet the rod of Gud's anger,—the stafl i bis

Though Sennacherib meant .

hand was the instrument of the divine indig- *

mation. 1 will send bim,” sad the Lord,
Yagminst . hypociinical nation ; and aganst
the people of my wraih, will 1 give tum a
charge 1o 1ake the spoil, aad to ke the proy,

and W tread them down bike the mire of e

frects.”  And as it 1§ wah war, so 1t is with

Peace. A great many srcand causes ay easi- |
Iy be speciticd in cach insiance wm which itss
preserved or rosiored: the wisdom of siates- |

mwen—thc returming sense of e people—
heir impatience of thie necessary expeaditire
of lifc aud treasure. By belund thiese also
% the purpose of Gend,—uf whom, if 1t may be
aaid, * Behold the works of the Lonl, what de-
tolations hic balh made on the carth,” it is
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also said, “ e maketh wars to cease unto the
ends of the earth; he brenketh the bow, and
cutteth the spear in sunder; lhe burneth the
chariot in the fire.”

Angd if war and peace may both bs traced
ultiately to the Divine Providence, whose
domiuion is over ali—the one a scourge, and a
judgment,—the olker a blessing and privilege—
how just a ground of thankfulness there is
to that Providence, in the peace and security,
which we have so long enjoyed, and which cven
in the neighbourbood of the fierce strife, of
what may now be called contending nations,
Jhas continued undisturbed. For as war to
a nation—above all war carricd on—within
its own borders, is the greawst of cala-
mities—involving and producing an incalcu-
lable amount of misery: so pence—a stable
peace—an honourable peace, gained by no mean
or forced sobscrvience to forein power—peace
in the enjoyment of civil and religious liberty,
and giving scope and leisure and sccurity to
cultivate the arts of life—such peace, as we
under Providence do now enjoy, is the greatest
of earthly blessings.

It should quicken our apprehension of the
value of peace and our sensc of gratitude for
the continuance of it, to consider how near we
were during the last year of having lost it, and
being plunged into the very vortex of 2 war
between two great empires—the one standing
with inflexible determination for the honour of
it3 fiag, and the safety of all under i3 shelter,
of what rree, or creed, aor clime soever they
might be,—the other wild with suspicion and
jealousy, and rancour that its internal troubles
shiould be discussed, oreven witnessed, by others
—10 consider huw near we were, less than o year
ago, 10 a sharc of these calamities of which
we are daily hearing, as occurring in the Ame-
rican Republic. It should quicken our appre-
hensivn of the value of peace, and our scuse of
grautude fur the continunnce of it, to coasider
the extent of these calamities, and the slight
prospect there yet 15 of any speedy period Leing
put to them,—the prodigious loss of life—the
imerference with yersonal liberty, the disorder
of traide and finance, the demoralization ot 1be
people, the infunated passions of civil warfare.
Itis of God’s good providence, 10 b devoutly
and thankfully acknowledged this day, that we
share nat in theae calumitics, and that hitherto,
they have nffected us so littde.

That good may cune out of such calamities,
renders them notless calamitios,—gaod no doubt
will ceme out ot them.  Thicre will tie pood if
the overweening pride of long yrosperity be
bumbled.  There will be goad in cmpires less
extended—and the inhalitants of which are
more  identified in interesis and  pursuits.
There will be good in the eswblishnicat of
swable government.  There will ke goud in
e conviction thiat ke exiension of sclf and
popular government does not necessarily imply
wise government, ot frecdom from abuse, iom
tyranny, from corruption, frem the stnfes of
intempeiatle passion, fram civil broils or foreign
war. There will be gaod in the extinciion of
stavery, which the exiendid growth aver the
warld, of the praduction, which chiclly mukes
glave Inbour valuable, premises to fenler incvi-
tzble. There is gooud in the spectacle which



