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[ From the Catholic Observer.]

THL CATHOLIC RITES AND CEREMO
NIES EXPLAINED,
COSFIRMATION.

Of thus Sacrament a Bishop is the only ordi-
nary Manster, whose Conseoration 1mparts to lnm |
the plenitude of tho Prieathood, that 1s, sil the
nastaral powers given by Jesus Chnst to s
Apos tles, without any other rescive than that
nccessary for the good government of the Chureh,
that of local, or respectively subordinate Jurise |
diction,

Wosco in the Acts of the Aposiles. that |
though Plulip had converted and baptised the,
Samarnans, it was deemed necessaty to sond Pe- |

ter and John from Jerusalem to confirm them.| ! U8 from thy holy temple of Jerusalem *"'—jps. upon the Rev. Mr. Flood, and not finding him at
'67-20. ** Glory be tothe Father, and 10 the Son, | home, Joft the subjoined note, which was not
had heard that Samaria had recened the word and to the Holy Ghost ,—as 1t was in the begia- intended for publication ; but it manifests such a
of God, thoy sent unto them Peier and Jaha,| M08, 1S BOY, and evermore shall be, wotld with- | good spirss, and will morcover be a source of
** Confirn:, O God, ™" 18 repeat- gratification 10 80 many of our Cathohe brothren,
for he ! ed, aftor which, the Bishop putting o.This Mitre, that we have thought Mr. Hill would not object
when about to address the Deity, with his face;m our giving it 1o the Catholio public.

¢t Now when the Apostles who were in Jerusalem,

who, when they were come, prayed for thcm,'\
that they nught reccive the Holy Ghost .
was not yet come upon any of them, but lhey§
were only baptised in the name of the Lord Jes' s, !
(that is in the Saviour’s Bapusm.) Then they
Jaid their hands upon them, and they recen'ed‘
the Holy Ghost.””—Acts 8, 14, &c.

Prayer then, or the invocation of the llolyl
Ghost, and the laying on of hands by the Blshop‘
on those to be confirmed, are the ceremonies;
mentioned 10 1his text, to have been used by the
Apostles it the administtation of this Suciament,
and thess aro the ceremonies still obsersed in
adnumstertug it by the Bishops in the Catholic
Church. 'Tho laying un of hands, denotes that
the indiniduals to be confirmed, are specually!
chosen and accepted by Alnughty God; to be)
sancufied and fortified by his Divine Spint, whom :
the Saviour promised to send from his Holy
JHeaven, to comfort and confirm them, and guidcl
them 1nto 1ato all truth, to the end of the world. ‘

The Bishop then, vested in lus ponuficals, to
show that he acts 1n the characier of Christ's,
apostolic minister, after washing lus hands, there- i
by indicating how pure these hands ought to be,
which are consecrated and destined to consecrate
whateser or whomsoever they touch or bless,
turns round towards those whom he is going 1o,
confirm, and who are hoceling before lum, and |
bey:as lus suvucauon of the Holy Ghost 1a these
words :

« May the Holy Ghost come upon you. Aund,
the virtee of the Must High guard you from all;
sins.  Ans. Amen.”’

[hea sigwng oself wun the signof the cross, |
he says . Our help is 10 the name of the Lord.,I
Ans.—* Who made leaven and Eanth.™ *- 0}
Lowd hear my prayer. Ans. And let my cry!
come unto thee.” ** The Lord be with you.|
Ans. Aond vath thy spirit.”” Let us pray. !

firmed aro the enrolled soldiers of Jesus Christ,)
the 1n1als sent us by Gud, and the injuries and
sults oflered to us by our fellow creatures,
so much that, as the Lord exhoris us, (and he
imsel{ set us tho example of such heroie forti-
tude at his passion.) should our enemy even
smite us on the ono cheek, wo should patiently
turn to htm tho other also. fauwke 6, 29. For
the Christian is sute to conquer by forbearance
and patience, and to preserve that peace of the
Saviour, * winch surpasses all understanding.”
—~Pllip 4,9

While the Bishop washes his hands, the at-
tendants sing or rehearse the words of the Psalm-

int = Confirm O God, what thou hast wroaght

"

ount end, .\men.

towards the altar. prays thus -—
Shew unto us, O Lord, thy merey
Ans.  Ang grant unto us thy salvation’
O Lord, hear my prayer '
Ans.  And let my cry come unto thee!
Then he says ** Let us pray."”

the common Father of all.)

« 0 God, who hast given
thy Apostles, and wert pieased that through them
and thetr successors, he should be given to the

service of our lowliness, and grant that the sane

sacred chrism and signed with the sign of ile

holy cross, may, by deigning to dwell 1n them, my mecung you, and hoping that we shall at
fect and make them the temple of his glory, sgme time make each other's acquamtance, I am,

pe
who with the Father and the same holy spirit,
Livest and reignast God, for all eternity.”  Ans.
Awmen,

He continues thus "—

¢« Behold, thus shall every man be hessed, who
feareth the Lord ™’

Then turning toward the newly confirined, 2nd
making over them the sign of the cross, hie blesses
them in these words *

¢« May the Lurd from Siun bless you, that you
may sce the good things of Jerusalem all the
days of your lite, aud may hase Life eserlasung.”
Ans. Amen.

——

FAILURE OF PROTESTANT MISSIONS.
¢ These liditors assert that Protestants have
converted nauons. Assertion, however, 1s not

“ 0 Almighty and Eternal Gud, who hast face. Where are these nations!  What are ther

deigned 1o regenerate these, thy servants, of » a-y
ter sud the floly Ghost, and who hast given them
1he remiss:on of all their sins, send forth upon |
them: frum heaven thy seven-fuid spint, ihe Para-
ciete. Ans. Amen.” {

The Spint of visdom aed of uuderstanding. |
Amen.

The Spirit of counsel and of forutude. Amen.

The Spirt of knowledge and of prety.  Aumen.

Tl them with the spirit of thy fear, and sign
them with the sign of the cross of Christ, propi-
twus unto hie everlasting.  Ans.  Amen.

The Bishop then stauding with his Miwre on,
signs them with the sign of the cross, anointing
them on the forehead with the chnism, and say-
ing : ¢ 1 sign thee with the sign of the cross ; 1
confirm thee with the chnism of kalvauton, in the
name of the Father, and of tha Son, and of the
Iy Ghost. Awns. Amen.” Afier which he
Jgives each a shight tap on the cheek, saying,,
peace be wath thee.

The chriam is oil mixed with balm, blessed by

a Bishup ; the oil represents the grace, and the
sweet swelling balm mixed with i1, the odor of
sanclity, proceeding from the grace of tho Holy
Ghost.  ‘T'his 18 the ointment of the Priesthood,
aaé of Royaly, for, as the Aposile testifies of
the courageous followers of Chust, they ate a
* rhosen generation ; 2 kingly Presthood.”’—
1 Per. 2,9,
& “This Sacrament with its holy unction and
cffeets, 15 that alluded to by St. Paul; “ now, he
that confirmeth us with you in Christ, and that
hath anneminted us1s God, who hath also sealed
u:, 2nd given the pledge of the spint 1n our
hearts —2 Cor. 1, 91, 22,

The wp given on the cheek by the Bishop,,
with these words —pcace bc wath thee, indicates
the €t ratian patierce with which we are bound'
10 3usi%7 10 our spiritual warfare, (for the con-

names?! \What their language? When did they
exist ! What has become of them? O, St. Paut
converted nations.—So he did.  And did not St.
Peter also, aud St James, and other Apostles?
They conserted nations to Christiamity 10 vzrious
pottions of the world. Nuw after their conver-
sion what did they believe? From the unant-
mous belief »f the members of their nation we
may confidently presume what was the behef of
their teachers. Well, we cast our eyes about
the world and behold 2 mulutude of nations pro-
fessing the christian relygion, But the remotest
documents in existence, state that all these na-
tions, were, as far back as dJocuments can be
found, Catholic. In this they all agreed, though
they differed widely in everything else.~—in lan-
gvage, manners, and complexion. Nv mauer
how widely separated, gengraphically, physiolo-
mcally of intellectually. yet all were Catholics.
This marvellous unanumity can uuly beaccounted
for upon the supposition that all had one common
religroas training—that their teachers all agreed,
and agreed «n teaching Catholic doctrine. But
their teachers were Aposiles, and their compa-
ntons and successors.—Therafore the Apostles,
their compantons and successor, were Catuolics.

¢ We do assert, though the Tribuntl Editors
say that 1t is = palpable falsehood and that we
know 1t 10 be so, we do assert that all Protestant
Misgsionanes never converted one heathen two the
faith of the Gospel. It is impossible for men that
have not themselves the faith of the Gospel, to
convert others to the faith of the Gospel. Now
Protestanis have no faith—thev cannot possibly
make an act of faith. They cannot say { believe.
They cun only say I think, I guess. Forby their
startiag prnciple of private judgement they avow
their owa fallibility and hability tc be mistaken.
‘They achuowledge that they may be wrong—
there rcligion may be false,  They cannot make

. ———— -

an act of fanh, therefore they cannot convert a
single heathen to the faith wlhich they have not
themselves, and cannot have and remain Protes-
tants.— Baston  Catholic Obscrver.
———
REPROOF ‘IO BIGOTS !

Tue Wartiam Cunvren.—Nonte CoNpreT oF
ik Ux tariars.—Our readers are already aware
of the burning of the Waltham church. Tn our
last we spoke of the good feeling mamfested to-
wards the bereaved Catholice by the Selectmen
and tho Citizens at large. We have now to re-
cord another incident which is highiy honorable
to the Unitanans of Waltham.—Tho Mimster of
their congregation, the day after the fite, called

(With these | afiernoon, both from the impulse of our own
words, every prayor, or serics of prayers in the  teelings, and in behalf also of the scciecy by whose
' Catholi. Church, is ushered in, inviing thus all [ vote the duty was enjoined upon us, to offer you,

present to join in the supplication addressed to,and through you the Roman Catholic congrega-

by holy spirit to!sorrow which the loss of your house of worship

|

| rest of the faithful, Jook duwn propitious on the| you with a place of worship but the prompt ac-

|

 holy spint descending upon the hearts of thase, | prived us of that opportunity 1o do you any kind-
| whose foreheads we have annviuied with 'hcfncss."

(

«Tuxspay, June 6, 1848.
“ Rev. Patrick Froop.
 DNear Sir,—Dr. Mulliken, of the Parish Com-
mittes 1n the society to which I minster at Walt-
ham, and myself, have called upon you this

tion at Waltham, cur deepest sympathy in the
P ympathy

there has brought upon you. The Society also
voted that we offer our services in accommodating

tion of the town, in voting you the Hall, has de-

« Roarotting that your absence has provented
3 g y p

sir, yours very respectfully,
¢t Tuoxas Huwr."”
In the name of Rev. Mr. Flood and of lus pa-
rishoners, and in our same also, and in the name
of all our Catholic brethren, w. return our sin-

AT J,_‘.‘
PROTESTAN I''SM IN FRANCE.

It appears that the Revolnuion in France has
rendered still more hopeless the already declining
condition of Protestanitam inFrance. The Pans
correspondent of the Presbyterian gives 1ho fol.
lowing account of its cffect upon the various Pro-
testant associations.

** "Yhe situation of several of them, and pre-
cisely the most imponaat, has becomeo very pre-
cartous.  Tou are aware, from my preceding
commumcations, thateven b fore the Revolution,
their finances werce considerably cmbarrassed,
ospecially those of the Evangelical Society, and
of the Missionary Society. Tkeir execuuive
committees v ‘re liable for sums to & very con-
siderable amount, It was not the first time this
had happened, but the receipts for covering these
advances, wore rendored :nore uncertain than in
tines past, by the general difficulty of people’s
circumsiances for the two past yeas; and now,
it scems to have becomo almost impossible by the
commercial crisis ~.mo upon us since the 24th of
February, and by the oxtrema scarcity of money.
The Missionaty Society has shuat up tho house
which it maintained at Paris for the proparation
of Missionaries ; and it 1s a doubtful questive, if
it will be able to continue, at least, to suppcrs the
Mission which it has estahlished in South A jrica .
as for new undertakings, they are, for the pre-
sent, cut of the queston.  The Evangelical So-
cioty, on 1ts part, has closed its schou) for female
teachers, and dismissed the non paying pupils of
its school for male teachers, which perhaps it will
be constrained lhikewise to shut. At the same
ume, it has given up several churches and schoals
which it had established at various points in
France, and 1t cannot be foreseen where these
retrenchments ought to stop.”

——

Deopicatiov of St. Micuacr’s Cavren, Cix-
cIsNATL —Everything connceted with the dedica-
tion of this beautiful church, by the Bishop of the
diacese, last Sunday, (Juned,) was both delight-
ful and edsfying. The early Matin rain had lain
the dust, and the order and regularity with
which the various religious societies marched,

cere thanksto the Unitarian Soriety at Waltham,

to Me. HLM, their mivister, and to Dr. Mulliken,

for tha kiud expressions of their sympathy and

their genervus ofler.—Idem. |
——————

Fatuer R. J. DeSxxr, the philanthropie and
devoled Jesuit missionary to the Saale, Flat
Head, and Black-Feet Indians beyond the Rocky
Mountains, is on a visit to Albany, N. Y. This
good man wno, some ten years 2go, went along
thousands of miles beyond the frontier of civilisa-
tion, has since supplied the wildest and most sav-
age tuibes of Indians with seeds, farming imple-
meunts, cows, sheep, oxen, &c. He has tauglt
thein to sow, plant, and harvest. e has indu-
ced them to crect school houses and chagels, and
turned thousands trom their wanderings and wars
to agriculiural and peaceful habits.—National
Intel.

———

St. AvousTing’s vew Crerca.—This beau-
tiful edifice 18 now nearly completed, and will be
opened for Divine Service on Sunday orning,
June 11th, at halif past 10 o’clock. We believe
it 15 much she largest of our Catholic Churches,
and when Mr. Monachese, who is adurning the
ceil:ng in his usual beautsful style, has completed
his task, it will, unquestionably, be the most
beaattfol Choreh in the City. It measures 154
feet in length inside, and contains two buadred
aud ninety-two pews—two hundred and twenty-
two on the lower floor, and seveuty on the gal-
leries ; so that a large congregation can be
accommodated with seats.

Many were the difficulties which the Clergy
had to eacounter in their effurts 0 rebuild this
Church, but all have been overcome, and now
their labors have been crowned with success—
they have built 2 magnificent Temple. We un-
derstand it is to be solémuly consecrated on Sun-
day within the Ociave of All Saints, the 5th of
Novewber next.—Phil. Cath. Heruld.

[The old Chureh of St. Augustine was burned
down by the disgraceful, riots of 1844.]—Eb.

Cross.
PR

Drocese or Hartrorp.~—On Thursday the 8th
inat., the Rt. Rev, D.. Tyler, Bishopof Hartford,
held an ordinauion 1n the Cathedral of SS. Peter
and Paul, Provdicnce, R. L., on which occasion
the Rev. Mosses. James Gibson and Luko Daly
(Deacons), were promoted to the dignity of the
Priesthood , the formergentlemanbeing a convert

to the Cathulic Charch.

with banners fanned by thecool breezes, along
the banhs of the Ohio, were fleasant to look
upon. Two fine bells—one 930 lbs the other
180—gteeted therr approach, from the steeplo of
new church, and hallowed the air around. The
Reus. Mesrss. Ferneding, Hammer, Heugehold,
Pachowshi, Luers, and Jair, assisted the Bishop
in the Iloly Sacrifice ; and there were discourses
from the church gate,the pulpit and altar, wthe
languages of the vast zssemblage.— Catk. Tel,

B s,

SecTs.—A modern writer suys .—** Qat of
nearly one hundred sects which swere flourishing
in the days of Charles 1., and whose names are
recorded 1o the page of hustory, but two or throe
are nuw in existence, and these so altered that
they could not at present he recognized by their
own founders.” So also Ldwards states 1+at
there were eleven ‘¢ diffesemt rehigions i one
parish in London, and he mentions a family con-
sisting of four persuns, every one of whom pro-
fessed a distnct furm of belief.”’~- Edwards’
Gang., Par¢ I1.

TN

b ———— - ————

Jury 3—Mrs Murray, of a danghter.
¢ 4—Mrs Rogers, of a daughier.
5—Mrs Bedow, of a daugluer.
4—Mrs Wade, of a danghrer.
7—Mrs Smith, of a son.

[

e e A — .
fHlarricd.
June 27—DMr Michael Rino, to Miss Cathenne
Farrei.
27— Mr Andrew Kecfe, to Miss Mary
Larrissy. '
¢ 95 My John Dolan, to Miss Joanna
Kecarns.
Pied.

Jury 3—David, eldest son of Mz David Condon,
aged 19 years.

3—Peter Brim, Private of the 38th 2egt.,
native of Irsland,aged 29 years.

3-—Michael Kidney, native of Cove, Coun-
ty Cork, Iroland, aged 30 yvears,

4—Patrick Leahy, native of Lismore,
County Waterford, aged 27 yeazs.
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