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* " Irinig Urchill here, Tom, lie ordered.
Urchinl %vas a licar the lanldiord lbad reccîvecl fronil tbe

WVest a short timle previotis. Voulug as the spceciînlen
ivas, lic lad a viciotis .sreak, and îvlîeîî in the past the
boys had torîîîcnted itu it wvas at a safé dlibtan(c froîîî
the end of the rope thant secuired iîn in Ille rear yard
at the inni.

'l'ie hostier camie lcîd i m s'on ng I cil iîîlî t hIfff thle
size of tic trick bear, arousid to the spot wliere the boys
iwere conigrcgatc(l

Neither the oh! nor the v'otin-, Ilear di.scereul mne
aînother nintil they had beeni led face to face.

Th'le trick lar stared placidly at Urchin, and tilin
Iifted hiis litge paw earcssimgly.

T1he latter cronched back. Theb siit of unle of his
kisid, nnsecn since bis baby days, strange and titifaniili.tr,
secmcid ta awakcen the wildcs. terror.

Wiha roar that rescmbled tie yelp) of a vvhipîîed ctir,
lie tugged violently ai. the strap that hceld inii ini check,
tore it suddenly froni the bastler's Iiiid, and mtade a1
rapld bee-line for the ncarcs. thicket.

ICatch hiin, stol) Iimi ! " velled the iinnkccpcr vvildlv.
"l'il give a dollar to the boy wha Catches iîni '

IAnd l'Il vvin it "criedl Ned, boiling over %vith ex-
citenlient.

H-e darted nimbly after Urchin as lie spokec. I-ii.
sivift departurc had been prccded by a roar of latighter.
Ralph WVardcn, when the yoning lîcar brokec loose, liad
been direct!>' in bruin's path.

Iliis instincts of courage see-nîed to lic vcry dlefectiv-e
ant thai. moment, for biis own cry of terror, as lie .spraîîg
aside, resenileld duit of the bear, and ]lis raîîid gait, as,
lie took to bis huiîs, made liiîu the target of înanv nn-
nierciful jokes an his cowardice for manvy a day aftcr-
wards.

Plnicky Ncd ottdistaticedl the bustier, îî-lîa, at iast.
breatbless and ex\lîanstcd, %ias conîpelled to abandon
the cliase.

lie fonind sonie difficnhly ini uvertaking or even getting
neair tlîe scaniperiing rwinaway.

Urchini's long iniprisonnient sectiid t< miakc freedolii
worth figltinig for, ind friglit lent an addii.ional impettns
to biis dash for liberty.

.rhe bear eti.cred a thickcet by the rondsidc just as
Ned cliibed a fence near by, limier whicb the former
hiad darted rai)idly.

l'lIl tire liinî onit," paîîted Ned. "Thecre lic gues
through the bnshes. I'vc canigbt you, îîî> beatv!

His hand had indccd grasped the traiding strap, [)lt
it ias tom froîîî blis finigers a mîomnît Inter, and brnin.
with rcdonibled l)ace. darted toward an opening skirted
by a path lending ta h Ui atcadem.

Somc pufa-ill eauscd lJrchin to stnînble and flooinder
for an instant of timie ere lie recched bis objective point
of flighit.-Ilhe open Contry.

Ned sa'v bis opportunitv, and hastened to take advaîî-
tige of it. 1le flung iîîîsclf fortvard, clasped botb amis
arounid bruini's nceck, and held hili ilonîcnlitrilv a
captive.

Urchin struggled and hioved, backedi int! crotncbcd
and kickced. His captor uiever kneî%v Iîow lie did ii, but
suddenly thec bear drcwv back, and then wvith a luîîige for-
ward, fhîing Ned slieer over bis liend into a clnnîp of
bushes.

Th'le disconifited boy savv Lrcbinl resulîle lus iliit.
Not tell feei. away ran tlle paiuh. Abotit ta continue tilt:
pursuit, Ned I)arror î)ause<l and, vvithi a euirionis feeling
of inigled awce anxd enijoyiiient, vittes.sud a idicrotîs
dcîîouciiîent ta biis vviid chiase of the ftigitivve animual.

For, ini -the path, coniversiîg, wecre two genUteicil
%vluîîîî N'cd recogniizeil at aî giaîîc. "l'lie m>ic was R.aili

~'(lnsfather, the other, I îfesrl.ulleilltiu. T,1 e

tWu, elg.îged in suie aniiiated c(>iver',..tioii. 1' îtid tlieir
coliouy stIdl(lIiy and start1ligly initeirnpued(.

U2rciîii, blindly dashiig across tlie rond. 'vas miakiîg
sîvift tinie, and did tnt turni aside for urifling oblstatcles.
I-le (larted straigbt alica(i. eauîglt the l'rofeý,sor lîteucin
the kiics, slipped tbrotigh, anîd senît tlîe amîazcd abject
o>f blis assatuit Ilca( oNer bieis iita tlie mnliddle of tlîe

- woti me' what %vas that ? *' said l'rfcssor Rikl-
lentille, as, Seated ini the dnst. blis bat rolilig mnito tlic
ditch, biis -lasses filnng to tbe grotnnd at biis side, lie

stared ini wild disnay ai. tbe llying Lt rcbii.
M.r. W~arden, comîvuilscd ivith nierriniient, en(icavotiIc(l

ta speak collcctedly. "'Flic initikecpier's bear, if I (Iont
niistake. This is an accident, Professor!

Il1x.tordiniarv ' ga sped l>rofessor Biallentine, as lie
si.ruîggled ta bi> feet and, with bis ctiîtiî' sii
ance, reeov-ered bis biat anîd spectacles, anud dtisted and
arranged bis disordered apparei.

Thcv'll think i sonie trick of mine, if 1 shw iy.
self" nrmtired Ned, writh a rncftil glance ailter tbe fast
disappearinig bear.

1le drew oui. of sight of Uic pathl, bchiîid a tre, and
regarded the bevvildered l>rofessor's pigbit silently.

4Are yoni hurt, l>rofessor Ililentine ? " iniqnircd M r.
Warden, solicitolusly.

INot a bii. oîily strangely startlcd. 'l'lie bear took
me cîcar off nuy balance. Don't minc the trifle. As
I %vas savilng, %vicn i 1Sai. dovvi, abolit this expeditioni.
tlie b)oys vill have a va tio ibt will cclilîse ail othier

Vears."
Theu kiid-lieairtcd old< 1rofessor rnhb)Icd bis hanids ta.

gethier cnjoyably, forgetftîi of bis ovvn recenit disconifitnire
anîid the biappy anticipation of picastire for biis
students.

It will. iindc," assentced M.r. Warden.
Not ance of uheni, tiless it is voir Soli, bias ever

seen the oceani," conîiinticd the firsu' speaker. - '*inik
of it, sir !--a lanid journey and a sen crnise. *Flîv
vron't ie abîle ta colitaînl uhellnseves, ivlien I tefi
ibei."

ieoccani !* " ntitercd Ned tumîulitnunsiv. -île
cai'u înle.11n it. Oi ! vroli't it lie grand ? '

lle bad tnîawares sttnmbled ov-er the cherislied stur-
pi ie the l>rofc.ssor lîad lield ini ctorc for biis scbolars.

lis 'ni til u Ixc iiuîî, yci . amomienit later lie flusbced
gtuiiu il>'.

Au\i caivesdiropîucr 'lie said, dpetugv
woni.t listen auiv more. I %otlduillt lhave uveu hecard
wliau 1 have if it %v.lsîi'u bv cici.

lie iiiaiiaý,cd to drawr back niperceivedl imito tlîe
tliickct. and the voices (if the two nicen faded fronti his

Ned's returmi tralil>i filii tlîe pirsuit of bruit) %va-, a
lektirelt' ane. ind it vas grovwiiig diuî4zl wlun ic etted(
the iasit imp of trees I>etwecsi liiiîuself ii( tilt: village

lVil culit uirunghI Ille tliiîkct Io Ille ae.îdeîiiy agiii.-
decidcd Ned. anud lie retuau'ed lus sîels alaîig the boîmi
(I:rv fcîuce.

I-le lid )rotcced( but a ,Iiort distance NvIeii lie cii-
cunnittercdi a sli-ht iiiisialo. aind a stuumle acer a gra,-
<'<ivere<i log senut liiiii liea<lluiig, ta uue *'ratiulid

î le caie (liiwn wîtli lîaids ouspread. A\s lie hl(Caiii
uuuu Iun llat onie lîalid diasped îîlat eluuied ta bc a1

ticd.îi 1î lutiiidle. and( the <muler a soft. %vooliv surface. lhe
waiidcred if lie lind nuai sttumbiled over briun. li salle

rapid (leuiur couic ta tiîis spiot
IBut eveîî ini tu gatlueriiig twiliglit of thîe ftort.rt lie

instaitlv dihicrdls error.
II t;1 'vas eriulv]% soiuic liv'ing object lie iiad faicia

agaîiist. liuumweîer, for Iiilbaud lîad tauîclied a wooill


