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TuIE PROIIBITION BrJIL.
The proscrit Bession ef the Matit-

toba Legainature 1a proliflc of logis-
lntion effectlng commercial and lina-
ncial interests, but by far tic niost
Btrlldng and remarkabie la, "Tire
Liquor Act." %vliel the premier ln
lntroilucing said, oUglit to be namend
--An: Act for the Suppression of the
Liquor Tramel."

Altîlougli not yet up for lis second
reading, it may be talion for granted
that it will pass tire Ilouse, for It la
a goverimnt ieasure,prcpared w~Itlî
great care, andi the prcmier bas de-*
ciared that tic administration ivill
stand or fait bY It.

Tire bill ls a voluminous document,
or more than forty pages a£ print,
but it an be inteiiigcntly descrlbed
ln a fcw short paragraphas. It coin-
pletely prohibits the sale of lquors
for beverage purposes wvithin the
province. Tire only legittinate sales
shiah be for uise ln tic arts, medîcine
and sacraments. These sales are
entruated to drugglats %vir talce ont
special licensea for the purpose, and
tire regulations are very stringetit,
and evidCfltly frained with a vIew to
tnake the purpose of the lav attain-
able.

The, penalties are severe. For a
first offence against tice act a fille Of
not less than $200 or nmore than $1,*
000, Nvith Imprisonint for default,
and for a second offence, not les
tian six montlis' imprisonment nor
muore than a year. A licerised drug-
gIii, îvho la convicted tNVIUe ai20 iç,ses
lits license and la debarred fromn tak-
ing out another for three years.

wVholesa1ers and maniufactulrera are
flot prevented from keeping on hand
or înaking lîquors for export, but
thiere are also strict regulations for
tiuch undertaklngs to prevent sale for
consuniption, ln tlie Province.

Tire law does nlot contemplate any
Interference with genuine private lios-
pitaiity or use of liquora, but forbids
tire prose'nc, use, gît t, or distrIbu-
tion of liquors ln clubs, offices, halls,
places of business, public houses,
boarding or lodging bouses, where
thlere is any gatherlng of people or
any disorder. The clauses against giv-
ing or treatling are particulaily dras-
tic.

in cases of accidents f£rom intoxica-
tion, It la provided tliat la addition to
other penalties, the persan Who sold
or gave the liquor may bc prosecutedl
for daniages.

Thelic nacblnery for enforcemlelit la
vcry elaborate. and ln reading IL oîîe
ls Inipresscd that the leglalators aii-
ticipated difflculty and attcmPted to
provide for cvcry contingency. Sal-
avied officers of te attorney-general's
dcpartment, atyled "Inspectera," arc
charged %vith the cnforcemeflt, and In-
formation may ho 'laid bètore police
u.ýagistrates or county Judges, la
v'htch cases thorae is no appeal froin
convlctIofls. Private citizens may giVe

Information to Inspectors la confi-
dence, and tiroir connection with ire
case la not ta be div'ulgcd. In a word-
the rcsponibiiity for working tlîe Act
faits upoî tie rnachliiery of tire gov-
crnanent and doca not depend u.Von
private prosecution, aithoughi the iat-
ter ls nlot forbiddcn.

Thils la the first attempt ia Canada
ta enact Provincial prohibition, arid
the legiciation !Z therefore unique and
experiînental aîd ivili conmand ivide-
spread attentioni. The premier of
Prince Edward Island bas givexi no-
tice c£ a atimilar bill, wiceh it tasaaid
ivili go Into force about tire sane
tUnie, namely at tire end of tire pres-
Cnt license year, May 100L.

TUE~ BUSINE!'SS OU'ULOOI<.
.rie gentlemen at tire bend of our

great financial Institutions have anr
lnsight Into tire commercial affaira of
tlle country whieh It ls nlot the priv-
ilege of otiier business men to enjoy.
They are enabicd, s0 to apea<, to vieîv
tire situation froin belîind the seeries.
Stateineats doining from, tiiese gentle-
aien regarding tire commercial out-
lookc slould tlierefoie be of speclal ia-
terest to tic busine3s community. At
the annuai meeting of te Bank et
Montreal on il[onduy lat rame re--
marks wcrc mrade whilch ivIli bear
consideration profltably by the busi-
ness commuaIty. General Manager
Ciouston, after referrIng te the gea-
orai prosverity of tire country inst
year, said that there were Indications
now of over-production. stocka Ia the
liaîtda of nierchants were t00 large.
"At the moment," lhe sad, "there was
SOznctiiing of a check, which, hoîvever,
may prove highiy salutary, if the
commercial comn\unity Nvili only pro-
ceefi iiL caution till the crop Is as-
sured and matters have ndjusted
thcmrseiî'es on a more satisfactory

Mr. Clouston did nlot refer particu-
larly to the West, but lits rernarks
arc wvorthy of sPecial consideration
bore at the preoseat time. There can
be no doubt. as Tire Commercial re-
ceatly potited out, that there ivas
over-tradling ln the West last year.
ýTo;o mucli business was donc. Mer-
chants and consumera alike bought
too frey . There la now naturalhy
somiethlag of a reaction resulting
troam the effect of the raLlier exces-
sively optirnistie feeling that pre-
Vaicd lat Ycnr. The Commercial
looked for somcething of a curtailment
of tire volume of trade this year as
a natural result Of the over-trading
of hast Year. The situation lias me-
eentiy heen furthcr dcpressed br te
droutlî, affecting a large part of the
West.

New tenders have beca eallnd for
the St. Anidrew's rapida work by the
Dominion govermnent. This lias beca
donc so that a f air wage clause inay
be embodied.

WiVII NoCt EhiIbit.
It la uaderatood Vintat ite Implument

denlers have decidcd not ta exhibit
at tire Wilnnipeg Iiidustrial exhibi-
tion anid otheri wvestern tair tVils
year. In tact, ail tlî2 Jobbera and
manufacturera£ ofImpleinents and
vehrieles In tire 'West have nmade an
agreemnt to titis effeut, iith pos-
aibly one or two exceptions. Thîis
agreement la understood to be for
Ilve years, tlîough saime deniers have
only ngrccd to te proposal for one
year. TXhe Inîphement mcn elaini that
tire coat of exlîibiting at tire faims la
greatly la excess of tie retura mc-
ceived tlucretrom. Tlîey aiso dlaim
thînt white thîcir exibita have torm-
cd an Important tenture ef tire ex-
hibitions, thcy have not received as
Ilberni treatmeat from exhibition
manF.gements as lias heen accordel
exhibitors tri other Unes. Dcflciency
of accommodation for propcrly ex-
Ilibiting; and protecting exhiblts train
the weathîer, la one complaInt the
Implemeîît and vehicle dealers have
against tire leadlng exhibition asso-
clations. Winnipeg Implement mca
simOkea to about Lire matter, say, that
,ifhie they do not wislî to Injure the
Winnipeg Industriai association la
any wvay, Lhey have simply decidefi
tnt ta exhibit as a business conaid-
eration. thtougli this desire lias pos-
sibly beeu inflîîcaced by tice trouble
of past years la securIng space and
accommodation, etc. The absence of
the inipiemeat and vehicle exhibit
wili ho greatiy mIssei train our surît-
mer fair, and it la te ho hoped that
even yet. la Uic Interestsa£c tîte c-
lîlbition association, te maniage-
mient ýhereof trili ho able ta offer Lte
Imaplement mon such ternis as ivîli
Induce thien to reconsider tlicir do-
termInation. Tliere has certainly
been a great lack of proper accommo-
dation for implement and vehicle ex-
hIhIts la tire past, and noi. that tire
affaira of the exhibition association
are la gooui shape finaacialiy, an ef-
fort should be mrade te tricot the vieivs
of tire Implement dealers, at leat se
f ar as accommodation ts conccrned.

Britisli Live Stock MNarliets.
Liverpool, June 4.-The market for

Caîtadian cattle %vas atrong and prices.
showv a furtlter advnnce of 'ho, choice
stock seliag at 13'yc, Shcep wiere firn
and uaclîanged at 15e.

London, June 4.-The toneofe thls
markcet for Canadian caIlle was arise
strong and prIc,ýs for choice stoc are
",e higlier than a wceek ago, at 1314e
to 14C.

A private cable received quotcd Can-
adian cattle ln both Liverpool and
London rit 13%~c.

At tire tume of the recent fire la the
Mcçomicll Company's Chicago twIine
facfory il was stnted that only 75.000
pounuis of twlne had heen destroyed.
It lias slnce tmanspired that about
600,000 pounds additional was dam-
aged by water and amoke and thia
twvine is now belag offcred to the tmadle
by thc saivage company at lesa than
current prices of twlne.

A delegahion train Sheil River dis-
trict, aorthwestcma 'Manitoba, watt-
cd upon the provincial governmnent a.
day or tWO ago ho urge the extension
cf te Sheil River brandi ot lte
Manitoba & Northwestern rond lIet
their district. The 'M. & N. W. la
now part of the C. F. R. systeni, 80
tînt the deputation lias also vated
upon W R1 Baker, executive ofilcer
of the eompaay in lte viest with lte
saine 'request.- Consideratiofi las
biean promnised bY bot thc gavera-
ment and thc raliway coniparry.
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