THE BUSINESS SITUATION

Winnipeg, Saturday, June 11.
Dusiness continues very satisfactory
with the wholesale trade generally.
The demand for many lnes of staple
goods is greatly in excess of previous

yonrs,  The letting of another rail-

way contract has led to the piacing
of some additional orders here,  Rail-
way work is now undor way on three
differcnt lines in Manitobe—the Dau-
phin extension, the Southeastern, and
the exteunsion of the Northern Pacific
in Southwestern Manitoba.  Winnipeg
jobhkiors have also received good ovders
o account of railway work in tho
Kootenay and Boundary Creok dis-
tricts, of British Columbin. The gon-
cral rains which covered the country
so thoroughly on Sundony, June 5, have
caused a better fecling regarvding the
crop. outlook, which Is row regarded
as very hopeful, though reports {rom
some tistricts are not very favorable.
The rains covered all the wheat toerri-
tory. A noticeable featuro of the
situntion is the improved feehug re-
garding farm lands Shroughout Man-
Itoba.  The improvement in values
whieh set in last fell has been maio-
twned, ana there has been an incrense
tit sales of land (o new settiers, par-
ticularly settlers who are moviug in-
to Manttoba from the States to the
south. Quite a number of people {rom
Dakota and other states tave found
thair way to  Mmmtovn this spriag,
and they appear to ve a good class
of settlers.

WINNIPEG MARKETS

Winnipeg, Saturday, june 11
BINDER NWINE.

The Binder twine market continues
wild and excited.  Prives have again
advanced snarply in eastern and « ni-
1ed States markets. AL eastern points
in the united States sisal twine s
quoted at 9 to 1Tle as to brand, L0
to 12¢ for mixed twine and 11 o 13¢
for pure manilia.  Here the marked
is quoted at 10¢ for sisal, Tle for
mixed manlla, and 12¢ for pure midi-
illa, for vat Jots.  These prires, how-
aver, aro purely nominal, as there is
no busincss doing whatever.  Nobody
is buying any twine now, as they
tould Lot compete with tho-e  who
rold carlier, and twine Is being :old
retuil to consumers at less than it
could be dald down for iu car lots.
Lenlers, ol course, would not pur-
chase ad nigher prices than farmers
are buying for. If the supply  runs
short the advance will havo to be paid
tefore the harvest is over, but in the
meantime the market is entirely nomn-
Inal.  Thos¢e who bought early have
@ geod chance to make big money on
twine if they take advantage of the
market position now.

GREEN IRUITS.

Bananas have continued scarce all
this week. Recelpts were limited and
scarcely anything tiat did come was
fit to re-ship, the fruit being too soft.
It will be the middle of next week or
later before a fresh supply arrives in
any quantity, as it is said there are

THE COMMERCIAL

none obtalnable nearer than New Or-
leans at present. Prices ave therefore
nominal,  Oregon  strawberries are
now arriving and the froit iy in good
condition. ‘The strawberries handled
this week are about the fluest ever
seen here  and the priee is reason-
able. Cherries are searcer and firwer.
There were very few apples fit  for
shipping in the market yesterday., A
few are held in eold storage  wWhich
turn out nice, hut they Jdd nov  last
long when taken out of store.  The
season is about wound up in apples,
Naval oranges are out of season  and
stocks exhausted, Seedlings are also
searce for anything good. Pinecapples
nominal in the absence of stock. New
tomatoes In four basket crates are
arriving.  Apricots are Zc lower.
Prices are. Oranges: California Med-
iterranean sweets, $3.75 to £4 a hox:
seedling:  oranges, $2.73 to $3: St
Michael oranges, $3.73 to sS4 Malta
blood ovanges, $1 to $1.50 a box: ba-
nanas 2 bunch, $2 to Y250
as to size; Messina lemons, $3.75 to
2495 per box,.  as o auality.
pineapples, $3 0 to £3.50 per
Jdozen, as to &ize and quality: pie plant
Ses strawberries, $3.75 per
axe; of twenty-four aquarts: tomuatoes
S3.75 w ¥t per erate of
six baskets; California cherries, S1.75
per en pound ZROSS tox:
aprients,  $2.25  to $2.50  per Lox:
cocoanuts §1 ver dozen; Sicily filterts,
large 11c¢ to 12¢ per Ibl Grengble wal-
nuts, 1te: figs, elemes, 10 1b hoxes,
S1.25 to $1.40, as to quality: 50 b
toxes, 17Tc per b, dates, 61-2 to 7e
per Ib; Tarragona almcnds, 121-2 to
13c, pennuty, green, 9¢: peanuts, roast-
cd, 12¢: peeans, 14 to 15c: strained
honey, 7 1-2 to 10¢ per Ib: maple sugar
11 to 12¢: syrup per dozen 1.2 gmal-
lon tins, $7: apple cider, 35¢ por galion
in barreis and half barrels: Egyptian
onions 3 3-1¢ to Jde per Ih.

GROCERIES.

One of the features of the uarceery
markot s the great stroag . in rviee.
This commodity has been steadily ad-
vancing for somo time, owing to light
crops and other causes.  Japan rie is
very searce.  Japan has actually been
obl.ged, it 1s reported, to import rice
from Burmali.  Tho mills do not seent
able te supply any quantity of B. rice,
aud prices are higher here for both
Japau and R. rice.  Sugars are fum.
Raw sugars are advancing  and ad-
vanees in Canadian refined are expect-
ed by jobbers here almost any dime.

NARDWARE AND PAINTS.

There seems to be no telling where
the advancein ropve izgoing to stop,
Another advance of 1e was made this
wask on both manilla and si<al. and
the end, is stid to bo noc yet, owing
to the searcity of raw maclerial due
to the blockade of the Philivpines.
Owing to the relieltion which hins been
woing on for o year or more in these
islamds.  production  was interfered
with, and now the supply is cut off
entirely by the war. Barb wire is
another article of important Interess
at tho mowment. The consumption of
barb wire has  been very heavy in
Manitoba this scason. greatiy exceed-
ingr expeetations. Added to this job-
bers Imve been unable to secure de-
livery of orders at all promptiy. The
demands upou the mills have beeu so
great that they are away behind
with their orders. the mills heing two
to four weeks behind. It is said that
Winnipye jobbers have orders placed
with the mills at present aggregating
coveral hundred tous. and during the
last three weeks it has been almost
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bmpossible to secure delivery of any
wir+ This inability of the mills to
supply the goods. combined witlt the
unprecedented demand here, has causs
ol o yreat deal of inconvenience and
annoyance to jobbers, Retail dealers
are of course hmpatient about the
delay and are wiring in from all parts
of the country for wirve, which the
johhers are powerless to supply. They
are doing all they ean to hurey sup-
plics forwanrd, but at the rate im-
portations are coming forward it will
e several weeks before orders now
Looked can be filled,

LUMBER.

I'he Winnipeg market is still jrreg-
ular for lumber, and dealers have not
yet agreed to advanee prices to meet
the recent advance at the mills. Some
of the dealers say they will advance
prices at onee, whether or not there
is o generad agre~ment to that ef-
feev, ‘Pl e Minnesota lumber compan-
ies dolng business in Manitoba have
aavunced their prices $1 per thousand
fest on all lumber but clears, which
eorresponds with the advaunce made
by the pine mills here recently. Their
lists went into effect June 3, showing
this advance. The recent rains have
rajsed the water in the streams vrib-
utary to the Lake of the Woods, and it
is now belleved that the logs will
about all e got down. This is very
fortunate, as stocks are lLighter, logs
searcer at the m'lls, and the demand
Inrger than it has been for a'decade.
Some of the compantes had no Jows on
hand whatever and were obliged to
ciose down, but it is expected the mills
will all get started next week.

RAW FURS.

Two or three large tots of furs have
come i recently, and the northern
furs will be in this month. 8o far the
markctings of raw furs have been very
) ght this ceason, and it is expeeted tho
collectious of far northern furs, yet
to como in, will show a decline, i he
collection of spriug rat even shows i
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