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TRADE WITH THE CONTINENT.

Tho National Board of Trade of the United
States, which has boen in scasion at Wash.
iogton rocontly, took up tho question of
trado rolationship with Canada, The board
adopted a rosolution to memoraliza Congress
to tako such action in oconneotion with the
now tarit onactments as will securo tho
largost poesilble extent of trade with the con-
tinont, Tho board scems to entertain a some-
what poculiar idea as to the best plan of
obtaining extended trade with Canada. A
suggostion was ndopted to the effact that the
now tariff act shall not become operative, so
far us Canada is concevned, except by pro-
clamation of the President, issued only un.
dor the following conditions :

“When it is duly certified to the President
of the United States that the Goveroment of
the Dominion of Caneda has declared a do-
tiro to enter into such commercial agreements
with the United States as will result in a
material reduotion of the duties now exfsting
ogaiust the admission inte Canada of the
products and manufustures of the United
States, he shall appoint three commissioners
to meet those who may be desiguated to
represent the Government of Canada, to con-
sider the most desirable manner in which to
accomplish a larger exchaoge of the produocts
and manuafactures of the two countries, If
the results of the deliberations of these com.
missionera should be an agreement and a re-

ort satisfactory to the Secretary of the
g‘reasury tbat by a material reduction of du
ties or by the putting upon the free list of the
Canadian turiff a list of manufactures and pro-
duots of the United States whish, in his opin-.
ion, wounld afford an equai advantage to the
United States, as the oparation of this bill
would afford to (Canada, and he shoild so re-
gort to the President, and on being furaished

y an undertaking by the Canadian Govern.
meet thao theso recommendations will be rec-
ommended to the Parliament of Canada for en-
actment, the President shall then issue his
proolamation makiog this act operative, with-
out any reservation in relation to Canadian im.
portations. It shall be the further duty of the
commissioners 8o appointed to ascertain upon
what terms the entire freedom of commercial
intercourse between the two countries can best
be secured, and said commission stall report to
the President, who shall lay his report before
Congress.” .

The adoption of this resolution by the Na.
tional Board of Trade of the United States
(supposedly a body composed of business men)
is somewhat of a surprise. Theidea evidently
is that the now measure of tariff revision now
before Congress will be of considerable benefit
to Canade, by increasing our market in the
United States, and that something should be
exacted from Canada beforethe act is endoraed.
It would certainly look like a small thing for
Congress to pass a tariff reform measure which
would apply to all the world but their nearest
neighbor. There is no piobability, however,
that Congress will endorse this narrow view
of the ocase. Canada is alceady by far
the best castomer of the Repub-
lic, and our tarif is more favorably
to the United States than their tariff is to
us, Tue CoumgrciaL has pointed ont more
than onee that the average rate of duty

which wo colleot on imports from Great
Britain, is considerably bigher than the avor-
age duty collected on imports from the Unit-
ed States, Tho idea no doubt still provails
in tho United States, as would appear from
the rotolution of the National Board of
Trade, that Canada s commercially depond
ent upon the republic, and that consequently
important concessions could be squeezid from
us by temporarily withholding tho operation
of tho rovised tariff bill, so far as this coun.
try is concerned.

The resolution of the National Board of
Trado regarding tho withholding of the opera-
tion of the new tariff act so far as Canada
is concerned, smacks stropgly of the Blaine
veciprocity features of the McKialey bill,
which provided for rotaliatory tariff measuros
rgaiost cortain countries, under certain cir-
cumstances, The Democratic administration
has condemned strongly these features
of the McKianley bhill, and the ad-
ministration cannot adopt o measure precisely
the same in principle toward Canada without
greatly stultifying itself, We therefore believe
that the resolution of the National Board will
not meet with a response from Congress.

The resolation of the Board, however, if
acted upon, would we believe have the effoct
of hirdering rather than promoting trade be-
tween tho two countries. In the first place it
would resemble coercion, and as a people we
do not like that kind of medicine, We must
have the liberty of managing our own tariff
affaics, This is a principle which must not for
a moment be overiroked, Wo are bent upon
revising our owan tariff at the present tinie, and
any advantages which Canada may derive from
the proposed new tariff measur in the United
States, will undoubtedly be reciprocated. To
withhold any reductions in the United States
tariff from Cavada, while applying them to
other countries, would not appea~ to be a wise
way to encourage greater freedom of trade
between the two countries. If the members of
the National Board of Trade will take the
trouble to study up the figures, they will sce
that our tariff is much more liberal than theirs,
This fact they do not appear to be aware of,
or they would not urge the adoption of a policy
designed to fqueeze <concessions from us,
in return ior any advantages we may de.
rive from their new tariff measure. Any-.
way, the products whick we bhave to
sell to the United States are mostly raw ma.
terials, and the republic will gain quite as
much proportionately as we do in being able to
aecure their raw materials 8o cheaply and con.
veniently. The United States tariff is not be-
ing revised for the benefit of Canada ; but for
the people of the United States.

The National Board of Trade of the United
States geems aleo to entertain some lingerin g
ideas in favor of commercial union for the con
tivent, as will be seen from the closing words
of the resolution regarding Canada and the new
tariff, which, however, we will pass over for
the present without comment.

The Dominion finance minister haa received
a memovial from a representative of the Qatario
milling interests, urging that tho duty upon
flour be continued at the present rate, seventy-
five cents per barrel,

0IVIO GOVERNMENT.

There is no public question of greater im-
portance than that of civic government, Itis
a thoroughly recoguized, though lamentable
fact, that all over this continent municipal
government is carried on in a shamefully loose
and unsatisfactory way. Thisis truo of tho
larger towns and citios, as well as of villages
and rural muoicipalitics, Huge frauds
heve frequently been perpetratod by civie
officials in United States cities, and it is
doubtful if the situation in Canada is much
bettor. Embezzling, swindliog and jobbery
has been a feature of municipal government in
many places.  Even where dicect robbory has
not been perpotrated, large sums havo been
squandered in nearly all cities, through incom.
petence, looseness and neglect. It is impossible
to got the best men to take hold of the munici.
pal government under the systom which pre.
vails in this country and in tho United States;
and really when we look the situation squately
in the face, aud consider the plan of civic gov.
ernment generally adopted, we cannot
but wonder at the unsatisfactory results
everywhere apparent. Wo could not expect
men busy with affaira of commerco, snd
men 2f high talent, to devote their timo to
civic government, under the plan usually fol.
lowed of conducting municipal affairs. Any
large mercautile, industrial or financial con.
cern, conducted in tho same loose, hap-hazard
way in which our citics are managed, would
soon collapse. Radical reforma are needed,
A movement te reform the system of civio
government should be conducted on a basis
that will result in drawing men of ability to
the head of affairs. The attainment of thia
result should be kept constantly in view in
undertaking ony changes in ovr municipal sys.
tem,

The question of civic guvernment has
assumed such recognized importance in the
United States, that & national convention has
been beld at Philadelphia to consider the whole
subject. The report of the convention will no
doubt form interesting reading when it comes
to hand in extended form. At present only
meagre telegraphic references to the convention
have been published. Qane despatch states that
beforo adjourning the conforence placed itself
on record on the question of separating munici.
pal politics from national politics, by adopting
the following resolution : ¢ Rasolved, that in
tho opinion of this conferencs, it is vital to the
attainment of good municipal government that
national politics should be divorced from city
elections and the administratioa of city affairs,”
This it certainly a sound statement, though it
is one which it is difficult to get men to act
upon in many cities. It was reported a short
time ago that, in a speech at Toronto. a federal
minigter advised tho people of that oity to
introduce national party politics into their
municipal affairs, and that he was hooted for
the suggestion, and very properly so. Party
politics_are not introduced inte wunicipal
olections 80 much in Canada as in the republic,
and to that extent we are ahzad of the United
States, though we have much reason also to
strive for reforms in our system of civic govern-
ment.



