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mind upon the fact that wc bave in Win
nipeg too m.ny inafers The city is ntt
likcly to, be iblected as a resideftce for op,.
ulent idiot-s, and wlhen a nutrchaîtt decidetâ
that a mni lîcre without a fixcd occupa
tien is a loater and a dead Ijeat, lie nia li
rare in 'stances et-r, but lie wvi1 in cvt.-y
case orr on the safe, sida. Credit canniot
be abolishced ini titis city, but a large pro-
portion of its ovils eau be avoided, if ti a
ders ivili only refuse to credit this clan.,,
and once tho sources of existence are eut
off fromn loafers, it xviii bc astonishing lîow
quiekly thieir ituniber wili deerease. iSucli
individuals are, wvo suppose, rolics of tho
late boonm, but they belong to a peculiar
kind of relics that it does not pay to pro-
serve.

THE RAILWAY AGE.
During the last fifty years there have

been wvonderfui strides'of progrcss nîndu
iî'î ail branches of scientifie knio%% ledge ami
industriai art. Coulci any oîte of those
who passed over ~o the nîajority about
that length of tinte ago, Rip Vaun Winkle-
like arouse froni bis sleeèp of deatb, the
condlition of things that would mneet ]lis
gaze would ho sueli as ta make it appear
alrnost incredibie that it wvas the saine old
earth that lie had been accustomed to. In
ne departinent hias there hecu greater or
more rapid a(lvancemeut tiîan in the modes
of rapid transit between distvant points.
Whero formerly old fashioned sailing ves-
sels wveathered thoeir way aeross the At
lantic and reached their objective points
after six or seven weeks of liard toiling,
magniflcentiy appointed steamshipq, fitte.d
Up iu the most luxurieus manr, rnake
the voyage in altnost as niany days. The
stage: coachi -vitlh its paraphernalia, of
guards aud driver lias beeti supersceded
by the, railway systein, the wvonderful dc-
velopment of Nvhich fornis eue of the iaost
wvonderfui features of the preserit century.
For scareely haif a century lias the
strength of the 7oncealed grant stp-an
,been knowvn, and yet within that short
period lie lias transformed the earth.
Every. civiiized country in the wvorld lias
becomne a network of raiilvays. The an-
eient temples of Tndia echo to tlîip sliriek
of the locomotive, and even iii the }Ioly
Lands, itself the sanie sound is heard
withiu siglit of the sarred. city of Jet-usa-
lemi. Àmid the classic ruins of Grepce,
in historie ltaly. and in the distant isies
of the s-a, thte saine shrill -creeting mee*s
ýtîe ear. The world lias been regenerated

sid likes Bou f thu treatiulis uf fabledl
fanuy lmu givenL a itu% %;pgo aud a frtuhl
leaise ut lifu-. The enids of tht, cartliha o
heurt bruuglit lawt dlubu tutiuLuutioiL l'y tu
parailel rails aliug %% Ibiuh dants the ra% ay
train bearitig its cargu of 1lit, ag ud jirt-
clous frcgîý. In no tountry is u.iis more
ntiutaliu than Cuda tad thu lulted

Stat.. Already tlt-eo linos of raiiway
have been. bujit across the Rockies and
connectcd the Atlantic tvîth the Pacific
occan. fleforo two years more have
passedl tînt (anaduan Pacifie wvîll have
been completed, and Canadians will be
allo to boast of a transcontinental lino
cntireiy over tlîeir own soil. The benefit
tîtatw~ill accrue froin sucli a systeni of
railtvay communication caunot b- esti-
mated. Commerce lias been thereby ena-
bled te extend its ramification into the
remotest points; and vast at-cas of terri-
tory wlîicli inust of neccssity have t-o-
mnained untilled and( non-productive are
mnade accessible te civilization, and in
obedience te the hiand of the cultivator
yield up their latent treasure of golden
grain. Net only that, but the minerai
and timber resources of the ]and have
been brought steai, and ït'chez, suel- as
Kin g Cr-rauts hiniseif nover dreamed of,
have been creattd as if by the magic speli
of a sorcerer*s %vaud. If oue age is greater
and more glorious tban auy otîter as
shown in its attainnients, possessions aud
achieventents, it must attribute the splen-
did resuits chiefly to the raiiways, tvhiclh
are nagnificent in tîteir ivurkýs and abili-
ties. If titis lias been accomplishied in
suci a short period, wlhat %viil the close of
another century bring forth. Imuly in
tînt words of scripture -vo ean ouly say :
*"old things have passed. away, beliold al
tliings have become uetv."

THE PROGRESS 0F Y11N1lPEG.
Maligned sud slandered as WVinnipeg

Itas been by certain classes of the cumutu-
nity, sie cones nobly ta the front wvith a
record of building operations for this sea-
son $o, fat, whli wvil, it is hoped, ho. ra
effectumai bar te tho loud mnouthied slauder-
ers wvho have neyer lest an opportuuity t4,
speak disparagingrly of hier presenit condi-
tion and future prospects. The 1kreePress
of iast Saturday contained a very elabo
rate and earefully compiled record of
building operations in the city for the
prescrit se-aon, whlich should be of itacîf'
suflicient te disabuse evcry intelligent
mindo! t~he idea whicht las obtained. cre,

denu . eia .uî p.aits that te grotvtlîi aud
progrtL,, ,f WiVîumapig iad atuppe<ll short
%iitt tiu buoin. T'he retord gite proves
tliat tlue total uf buildinag opLratonsfile%% s
ait @t.4>uistituru th;., se-auit already o!
i&tarl> a iaa&lw;ii aiud tIarce-quarters of dol-
lars. Thot season lias niot yet more thai
bialf guii Lb> and tîhe iindicatie its Sr tiat.
betNVcUn IUW anti tviftter building wvili be
carricd vin %%it greziter vigor tItan it wvas
in the c-lier part of the year. Thero are
nowv scer tai. large cotttracts on the ove o!
beîng lut, and as regards sinalier buildings
a large nuinbe- wiil be put Up. A walk
along Main street gives tlie visiter te tho
city ne idea of wliat is going on. It
Nvould takeo a pedestrian several days te
fuily inspeet every part o! it; and it'is,
only by doing tItis tlîat aîty one eau forni
an accurat Mden. o! the progress tlaat ia
being uauadpt 'No eity it Canada, andvery
fotv in tînt United States, cari to-day point
ta a rate of progress c-quai te that which
lias beca going, ou - ai-d tvhichltias net
abatedl in iLs N-igor tuait wliat lias bocît
Nvitnosséd in WVinnipeg, autd will be tvit-
nessed bettvoen utowv sud tlîe time tite
snow flies. Truc, tlvi sggregate is not se
large in auuueunt as tliet of last year, but
wviîat man of sense and jufigittent; ever ex-
pecte(i tîlat the - bom would continue
unabatud fur eur. SuJlt could net be
under the inost favorable circunistauces.
StiR the figures given for tItis year, ceoin-
pared net uufavorably tvitli those ô! 1882.
During that year, tvhen the biood of the
eountry ran at foyer heiglit, the total o!
expeuditure in building was less titan four
millions o! dollars. Thuat tvas a record
unparallelcd lu the liistory of auîy eity of
the age o! WVinnipeg Before titis year
closes the total tvtll tte have ne doubt-run
up close on tht-c mîillions, snd- tîtat pro-
gresa tv aise say is Nvitltout a paraliel, or
anything approaeliing a paraill inl any
Canadian or Aiterican city similarly cir-
cuînstanced.

Tltat the North-tvest lias net ceilapseci,
tlîat Manitoba lias net flatteued ott, ueor
that the bottant lias falien out o! WVinni-
peg is amply e%.ideitced by the record wNe
speak of. Tiero are sonie dissppeinted
speculators, and greedy pet-sous, Wvho-love
ta classîfy themseltý- as "lgentlemen"
whlo htave not been se succes!ui as their
avarice liad led tteui. ta expee.t., These
are the parties Nvhe are respousibie for fiÉe
foul slanders titat have been sent forthý ta
tlte %vorld in regard ta the~ fituncial a -nd
commerClal position o! tîte cos.utry. Thteir
uttersuces meet wýith a severa deniul wheh'
brougit face ta face witlt the stern facta
of the case, as presented iu figures. nôt
"1jumped. at" butog eut centemporarysayr,
-reachied.by adding itemn ta item uîaimed
and visible, the amounit in every c-îanc b '
ig dcterniined by iCrdicaicotractor1"


