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the oppressive duties, which bear mare the Saskatchewan & Western Railway b oino river lias bèen made ane of the imi-
heavily upan the Northwest than upon from its present terminus nt Rapid City portant points in connection with the
any ather part of Canatda, thougli the ta Brandon, thereby giving the latter fin- difforent proposais. Those urging the
people hLire are the least ablo ta bear the portant distributing point the beaielit of adoption of tho northern route have eti-
burden. However desiraus it înay bce campetitian. This is about aIl whiclî deavored ta maire it appear that the Win-
that' the burden of oppressive duties could lic accaniplishied durimîg the prescrit nipeg and Western Company would have
should bie alleviated, the people of this seasan, and, if carried out a vast benefit difficulty iii crossizag the river, as the
country shîould cotîsider very carefully would accrue tu the province. Dominion Government, wlîich lias contrai
before fahhing iii with a muvement whiclî At the last mîeeting of the Local Legis over navigable streams, wauld throw CI>
nîiglit prove ta tlîtýn the truth af the say. lature the NN innipcg & Wu;tern Railway stacles in the way. 16. is claimed that
ing, "eout of tho frying-pan int the lire." Company waô chartued for tho purpose the Hudsoit's B3ay RoiIway Comnpany

o f constructing the conneeting link bie- would hiave power te bridga the river
WESERNCONE~ION jtween WVinnipeg and Portage la Prairie. unider its Dominion charter, and thus a

Undoulitedly the mast important phase Thtis company lias mnade a prtposition to point is made in favor of the iiorthern
of the railway situation iii Manitaba at the Goveraiment ta at once construct the route. Investigation, howeyer, Shows
presenit is te question of western connec- lino provided a bonus be grrnted in aid clcarly that thero is really îîatling in the
tion. WVork lias progrL.ssed se steadily of the work ta the amourit of $200,000. contention. There bas been tin hint at
axid without interruption *upon the Red Another proposition lias been nmade ta the disallowauce by the Doiiain Gov-
River Valley rond ta the boundary that the effcct that a portion of the Hudson 's ern.nent of tute charter of the Winnipeg
the people îaow begin ta look upon it as Bay Railway, i10w constructed ta a point and Western, anti under that charter the
an accanaplislied fact. It is at once beyond Shoal Lake, sliould lic utilized in Coipany wouid have equal power with
recognized, however, Lioth by the citizens rcaching Portage la Prairie, or seine othcr the Hudson's Bay Company. Besides,
ol % innipeg andi those of the outlyiig- point on the Éaioi orthwest.rn. there are other ways ta get over the diffi-
partions of tho province, that unless rail- By utilizing a portion of the lludson's culty, thougli it is rot at ail likely that
way competition cati be extended through. B fay road only about thirty-five miles a! the Dominion would adopt such un arbi-
aut the province, the usefulaîcas of thi- ncw rond would require ta bc constructed trary course as ta endeavor ta obstruct
Red Rivor- Vahlley road wiII Lie very ta compîcte the Iinik, but the route woulId tic building o! a bridge. So far as tho

largcly lest. After expending wealth and be considerably longer than tUic psdeser emnso h rn scnend
energy in lireaking the C. P. R. moitopoly Winnipeg and Western, and aiso longer the Winnipeg City Council could probahly
ta the south and east, iL wauld be ait ilI. thatn the C.P.R. lie prevailed upon ta allow the use af anc
adviscd policy which would urge that no Sa far as cai lie learned, public opinian of thc bridges now constructed, should
!urther efforts should bie made ta extend bath in Winnipeg and the western towns, other mens fail, though it would be less
the blessiaags of railway competition ta aIl is strongly in laver cf the construction of likely ta grant the sanie privilege tathe
parts o! the province. It is certainly the Winnipeg and WVestern, in preference tartuous sîorthern route.
nat tbe policy of tue businepss nacît of Lo the connection via the Uudson's Bay Though no farinjai annouinceinent of the
Winnipeg tlîat thu efforts ta destroy rail- rond, and naany strong arguments can bie policy a! the Government regarding
way ironopoly should cease with tie coin- adduced in favor a! the former route. lit western connection bas yet been made, it
pletian o! the Red River road. On tic the first place iL is kno%%n that the Winiii- would neverthllss seein that some move-
contrary, the %ery first outlines o! a peg and Western would bc more direct nient itan footin Government circles in
achenie for the speedy exteusion of rail- than the O.P.R., which latter route is favar of the route via the Iludson's Bay
way competition ta the western partions ten miles shorter than the proposed rau te line. What the understanding is, if such
o! the province, were considered and dt- via the Hudsons Bay road, thus giving iL exists, iL is difficult ta learii, but thore is
tailed at a meeting? of the Winnipeg exceptional advantages for conipetin cetily somiethin'g in thc air, as indi-
Board a! Trade. with the 0. P. R. The WVinnipeg and cated by the action o! the Goverument

The people o! the city aîîd the province Western would aiseoapen up a new covn- organ at Winnipeg, which bas saddenly
at large being practicnlly a unit in the try on the south aide o! the Assi.iiùoine jcone uut as a strong advocate af thc
deeîre for the extension af railway coin- river, now but shghtly settled, owing ta longer route. It is further intimated
petition westward, the next tlîing ta con- lack ai railway facilities. Tliese are not that Ulic Governiuent has decided upon a
aider is how to speedily and effectually thc anly advantages in favor o! the direct gencral policy iii the matter. It will ho
liring this about. The selipme autlined lino ta Partage la Prairie, on the svuth ja maLter for regret if the Goverament
by the Board of Trade, referred ta abave, aide of the Assiniboiee, though, they are have dccided upon sssisting the longer
is that a lino a! railway should Lie con- of suificient importance ta war. ant a de- route, against the alnîost unaninous
structe'I frant the terminus cf the Red cibian in iLs favor. The offer o! the pro- wishes cf the pcople interested. IL will
R<iver Valley road at Winnipeg ta Part- maters of the Winnipeg and Western is ho a further inaLter for regret shouid iL
age la Parairih., ta conneet at the latter a î'easonable ote, aîîd thoy are moreoyer lie learned thiat tie Government have pri-
place with the 'Manitcha & Northwesteroi. willing ta build the hute at anee, niereiy vately deteriiiiined upon a Iiie cf action
Thus by the cohstruction cf a short con- upon receivin- the assurance thiat tie in such an important maLter, without
nectiug link, railway competition would Government wiIl advise the Hanse at iLs takina cohre pul cetil .b i bs con en
bie at once iîîtroduced, ta a large portion next meeting, in~ iaver cf gatnh i s ncatn us oul ertanl he ntureno
cf the province. The* Winnipeg Board cf asked !or. .gatîgte a jos ndat i so aetn on bhe -natu-c
Trade furtiier favored the extension cf The question of bid<gig the Assit: ws a ijo ofd ation rtu oldieanunwis e>oc ato e al


