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THE CRITIC. . 15

Dorr. One by one her boardors dropped away like the autumn lenves, all

but old Mrs. Clement. .
" “OI boliove I'll stay on,” she said. “ I'm gotting too old to movo ofton,

Porhaps you'll take wintar boarders at roduced rates, Eh’

Do you thiuk my torms hight” . .,

“« By no tieans. But whenono's purso 18 low !

¢ Yes, I know. Do stuy at your owa prico, I can't apare -you.”

She had showa such o foudness for the old lady that to refuse herat hor
owa terms would have seomed liko turning her )pother out of doora ; besides,
ono month would not signify. But she found it huid to mmke both ends
meet, and often went hungry to bed t.hat: her mother. aud Mrs. Cloment
might epjoy much without thero appoiriugto be *‘just a pattern.” At
Christruas, howavor, camo a ray of spnsluno for Dali 1o tho ahape of a hun.
dred dollar bill from an unkoown fncx_nl.

“ 1t ean’t bo meant for me,” sho cried. .

«Tv's directed to Dolis Rogerson,” said hor mother, ¢ and therv's nohody
olge by that name now your aunt Dolia is doad.”

« \Wg are not sure she's dead," objected Dolia, .

«Horrora! Don't you know whothe: your sunt is doad or alivo 1" asked
Mrs. Clement in a shocked tone. ‘

Iy isp't our fault, Shois rich and lives abroad. [ was named after
» N

“ She ought to do omothitg for you."

« How can she if sha's dead? I don’t blame ler anyway.
is her cwn. Uucle Juhn made it himself and gave it to her.”

« But if sho should cowe back to you, having run through it, you'd divide
your crust with her, I'll be b-ound "

T suppose I should,” esid Delia. ) )

The winter woro away, and the miracles of spring begiwn in halds and
waysides ; and Deliv’s boatders retut_mzd with the Jupe roses and droppid
away with tho falling leaves, and still Mrs, Clemeut staid on and on.  Just
now sho had been for somo weeks in arrewrs with her reducsd board. No
money had been forthcoming for some ime, and sho had grown more feeblo
daily, ncedod the luxuries ot an iuvalid and the attentions of s nures, both
of which Delia bestowed upou her witbout taking thought of the morrow,

« I must hoar from my man of business to-morrow, Delia. I'm knes

deep in dubt to you," she beg:n one night.

« Don't mention it,” cried Delia. ** Ihad rather never ses 1 cent of it
thap have ycu tako it to heart. You're wolcomo to stay and sharo pot luck
with us, you'ro sucha comfort to mother and me."

¢ Thank you, my dear. I've grown as fond of you &- if you were my
own flesh and blood. There, turn down tho light, please. Draw the cur
tain, desr, and put anotber stick on tho firo, please. It grows chilly, doesn't
it You might kiss me just once, if you wouldn't mind, It's & hundred
years ot 80 since apyone kissed me.” . -

And the next morning when Delia carried up Mrs. Clement's broskfast,
her bosrder lay cold and still upon the pillows. *

The first shock over, Delia wrote directly to the lawyer of whom she bad
heard Mrs. Clemont speak ss having chargeof her affsirs, begging him te
notify thnt lndy’s relatives if she had any. In reply Mr. Willis wrote:

« The late Mrs. Clement appoears to have no nesr relstives.  Some diatant
cousins, who, having an abundasnce of this world's goods, yet served her
shabbily whon she tested their genorosity, as she tried yours, are =ll that
romain of her f4mily. In the mean:ime 1 inclose youa copy of her last
will and testament to peruse at your leisura

«\What intorest does he think I take in Mis, Clement’s will?” thought
Delia, but read nevertheless: .

# Being of sound mind this 16th day of Juune, 18—, 1, Dehn_Rogorson
Clement, do herehy leave one hundred dollars to o«ch of my cousins ;and I
bequeath tho residue of my property, tiz: Thirty thousand dullars ip-
vested in the Ingot Mining Co., fifty thoussud in Ubited States bunds,
twenty thoussnd in Fortune fannel mills, and ny jewels to my beloved
niece of my first husband, John Rogorson. DezLia Roeersoy,

of Croftsborough, Me.

For I wasu stranger, and ye took me in ; hungry, and ye fed me ;sick,

her

Her muney

. and yo ministered unto me.”

 Goodness alive " cried tho naighbors, whea the facts reached their

= ears. * What a protitablo thing it is to tske boarders1 Everybody in town

will bs trying to. Of course Steve Langdon will come hote and marry her,
if she were forty old maids. You mny stick a pin in there.”

Delia did not opon her house to boarders the next soason. She found
enough to do in looking after her woney and speuding it; in replying to
letters from indigent people, who seemed to increase alarmingly ; in-teceiving
old fiiends who suddenly found time to remomber ber existence. And
sure enough, among the Test appearod Steve Langdun, and all the villsge
said :

“Itold youso” .

1t is pot my fault that you and I ate single yet, Delia,” ho ssid.

¢« And we aro too old o think of a change now, Stave.”

« Nonsonse ] It's nover too late to mend. I'm not rich, Delis, but I've

; enough for two and to spare.

I wouldn't be conteuted ot to drive in my carriage sud have servants

under me now,” laughed Delia. . .
“Indecd] Then perhaps you have a hetter match in view3 Capt.

R Seymour asked me, by the way, it I had como to interfere with Squire
PvJones’ interest.

Now, sec hete, Delin. Havo I come a1l the way from Mclbourne on a

Bool's errand? There I was growing uscd to my misery and lopoliness,
Swhen the mail brivgs o a letter in 8 strange hand which tells mo that my
Miear love, Delia Rogersop, lovesand dredw~of me still, is poor snd alone

- '.".‘9“ -~

and needs we. And the letter is signed by her aunt, Mrs. Cloment,
who ought to know. [ packed my household goods and came —"'
“ I am ghd you did." !
** In order that Imay congratulate Squire Jones 7"
** But I haven'taccepted him In fact—I've refured him-—Dbecauso—12-"
‘ Becauso you will marry your old love, likoe the Jass in tho song, Delia.”
In Croftshorough poeople are not you tired of telling how a woman made
money tiking boarders.

WELSBACH INCANDESCENT GAS BURNER.

This Burner saves at least

50 per cent. of gas,givesapure

white light and no smoke, less
heat. Thelight -
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The Company
lights for 25 cts.
per month per’ light, and keep
them in repair. No expense to
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per month., A practical
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any person or- persons who

will call at the office, 16 UP-

PER WATER ST., Halifax, N. §.
J. ESTES WILSON, Superintendent.

CONEEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION.

* Establishod 187i.

CAPITAL and ASSETS OVER $3,502,000.
J. K. MACDONALD, - - Managing Director.
THE ACCUMULATED DIVIDEND POLICY

of this Company gives the best possible combination of present insurance at low cozt, and
suve return in cash to the policy holder at end of perivd.

Full Govérnment Reserve, together with all Surplus, guaranteed at end of period.

Policy Nox-yourLitasir after two years, and INDISPUTABLE, free from all
restrictions as tu occupation, residenco and travel after thrce years,

F. W. GREEN, Manacer ror MARITIME PROVINCES,
16? HOLLIS STREET.

R. MARTIN & CO.

MANUFACTURERS OF

Fine Harness and Collars.

CARRIAGE & LIGHT HARNESS to Order a specialty.
Horss and Stable Furnishings, Whips, Riding Saddles, Bridles, &o,\
Cor. Argyle and Buckingham Sts., Halifax, N. 8.

CHARLES MYETT, |,  SPEOULNOTOR

CARPENTER & BUILDER. ™35 e G nd s

RuufngS. Joting oromplly attendei to, | 5; MAXWELL & SON'S,

88 Granville St.

Ladies & Gents Tailoring Establishment,
{1 ARGYLE ST., tlaiifex,

2 DOORS SOUTH OF Y. M. C. A.
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