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*A DISGRAOE TO BER FAMILY.
CHAPTER L.

GIRLS TO MARRY.

Everybody pitied' Mrs. l3rothcrton, but nobody pitied hier as much as
she pitied berself. If you wish ta know the reason wby, the unfortunate
woman was the mother ai five daughters, ail of tbem grown up, and ail ai
them ranmarried. Tbey were like ripe plums waiting ta bie èuiled, and
nabady came to cull tbem, aithaugli tbcy prcented.their most pleasing and
attractive side ta the worîd.

Evcr right-thinking: British matron wili sympathize with Mrs. Brotberton
and admit that so calauiîoua-a tact was sufficient ta exabitter ber lufe, and
cult a stigmia an ber character generally. And yet she bad tried ber best
ta marry off th-e girls. The undcrtaking vas difficuit enougb in utsel, but
il was rendcred a tbousand limes more sa by ber flot posscssing the slightest
contrai over aîny anc o iher five daugbters.

They vert abaolutely untuanageable and shocked their mother beyond
measute by the free..and easy conversation, actions, and manners ai thougbt,
of thc modern school af young ladies. Poor 'Mrs. Brotbertoxi iried to
impress tapon their minds how différent things lied been in her lime,
She vas tld that she vas ald.fashioned and out af date. and did flot
undo-rstand the warld in its present condition.

Onc.tbing was certain.- She bad failedl to -marry ber daugbters, and, as
is usuai in auch cases, opinions weredivided as to wbose was the fault. Bath
parties had their partisans. Sorne said Mfrs. Brotherton vas a poorlweak
tùing with no bead an bier ahoulders, alliera declared the girls ta be a wiid,
wilful, beadstranig lot, caicuiated ta senci any woman ino ber grave. Thoir
crime consisted in remaininig spinsters, against the wishes ai tbeniselves,
their friends, and their only surviving parent. Sureiy it was a bard case
And yçt thc clearer beaded vowed that il vas not fair ta blame the poor
yaning vomen for not finding htubands. The article was gettin) acarce,
and on ail bands il vas pretty freiy adniitted thatîhbe demand vas mn excess
ai the sappiy. In fact, there were mot elgibles enaugh ta go round. It
was siipy impossible for everybody ta draw a prize.

tihe exception af Maggie, the youngcst, Who, being kept studiouely
ina thc background -by ber eider sisters, had seldam-given rnatrimany a
thougbt, ic Misses Brotherton vere perfectly alive te the advantages ao
connubiai blias.

Was it their fault that tbcy livcd in the country ail the year round, and
instcad af going to Ilondon in. the season were obliged to put up iib lawn

-tennis paÏties, and- lnky curate, or th;Lt thc>, haji se few apportunities ai
enlarging tbeir circle af masculine acquaintancesi And oppartunity, as
ve all kuow, is eveiythîng in this warid.

There aic girls boin under a iucky star, who set any ýnunaber o! men
whilaî ailiers rust.and vegetate in some diali, out af-tbe-way place, until ail
the freshneas and the life-is crusbed out af theni, imd they resembie limpets
rallier thaxa hurnan beings. Year aiter year goes by in a nionotanous, joy
e=tacting round, and no King Cophetua cames near the spot where dwell
the star:ving beggarniaid. For Sbc is starving. Starving for vaut a
affection, and the naturai autiet ta her waman's nature. Ali thc capacil]
of Ioving implantcd witbin bier breas1, mnust bc sternly supprcssed, th<
ye=xnugs ci ber hina siicnced, until, alter a bitter, iingening sttuggie
yauth's passion and desire fade like a withering wecci.

Until Sqnirc Brotherton died,,el ýjpg ad g anc weil with his famiiy. Il
was a good. father and a kind hbiie.. Everybady who knew hlm lovei
hlm, and ail bad a favorable word, ta say ai the esteemed master c
that crack pack-thc"I Riçaper" hounds. He it vas wbo had brougbî ther
ta sucli a state ai perfection that, week after week, the sporting pape,
were fulof their exploits.

Mrs.*Brotherton adored her husband, -aud whilat hie lived scarcel
realized lier ao weaku. The Sqnire decided evez-ything, and alway
gave sensible advice whenevcr an cmergency arase. But, five ycai
previaus to the date af this story, a neglected cold, onigiually contractc
out-huntirig, ca.rried off the gailant sportsman, and since then bis vida
hiad resnrnbledl a slip without a rudder, tossing and laboring with no veî
definile ends in the stormy sea ai existence.

. ll-he.Ith, low spirite, weak nerves, and vicillating purpose combined
render ber ltle more than a puppet in thc bands ai ber eider daughte:
They did exactly as they iikcd, paying no attention whatever to the
naothcr's fecble, if querulous remonstrances and tbe mistrcss ai the bou
h:d by clgrees settlcd down int the uneuviable position ai a nonentit
whosc wishes were seldom, if ever, cansulted.

The poor soul longed for h4.r eider girls ta get nianxied ifianly ta acqul
a little more autbonity over tle younger ancs. Revicwing thc past fi
ycars, sbe neyer could understand hou' she had lostil Bos comp1lu
])uring ber husbandaz ictue tboy werc docile enougb, and ahc put dox
ail ber present difficulits ta that anc great trouble. If bie bad lived, evei
thing *ould bave been different

Hercîldest daugbter, Matilda, was nov twenty-fiv-a young woinan
stübborn character, and exceeding firmness ai vill, vIa im2gined bers
veny clever and superior, and wbo gave aut bier opinions in a dogma
inanner, whicl brooked no contradiction.

Then came thc twins, Lily and Rose, light-beartçd, baisterous gi
shaliow, but good-natured, andi possessing a great niany Tom boy clemer
They spoke ioud and laughcd lo*udcr, affectcd masculine garb, a
occasionally liait been kuown o t e1r a naughty word beginning witb
Tbey were three-and-twenty, and wonld bave acceptcd the flrst mnan w
iproposed, simply because bie tras i nian wba wore trousers.

!Uafortunately for theni, their chances were complcteiy put ino ah'

by Geraldine, the beauty of the family. an extreinely prctty, fair.haired,
biue eyed girl of twenty-one, who contrivedi to attract ail the admiration
that xight oth:rwise have been more cqually divided among the sisters.

She was looked up to by the twi.ns with great respect, in spite of lier
tenderer years, since she was the only one of the flrotherton young ladies
who had received a bonâ fide offer of marriage. Truc, the gentlemait
was mcrcly a poor clergyman with two-pence halfpenny a year, but that
was bad luck, and did flot detract from Geraldine's tritimph. Ife miglit
have been a Duke, or a millionaire.

Next te Geraldine came jack, bfrs. I3rotherton's only soi, and beir to
bis fathcea estato, and after him followcd Maggie, a raw slip of a thing,
just cighteen, but looking younger thon bier age. If Geraldine wvas cou-
sidcred the family beauty, Maggie was regarded as its fricht. Shc resem bled
a wild young colt, with ber shaggy, red hait andi unfurnished frime. .

She had awide mouth, a pulpy no8e, a fr,-.ckled complexion, and liglît.
colored eyes 'and eye-la8hes, and, to tell the truth, would have beci>
downright ugly bad flot the expression of ber face redeemei Uic whole.
Blut il wae Bo del-ghtfuily good-humored, s0 brimming over with fun and
kindliness, that, although lio one could think lier ffi- least pretty, ihe was
quite as popular as if she %vert. ]?erhaps more so, for none of bier numerous
fernale acquaintances feit at ai] jealous of ber They were convinced nu
man would ever look at Masggie in their presence, and such a conviction
tenders young ladies wondcifully civil and amiable. In short, Maggie %vas
cisafo." She couid flot take away their loyers froin them if she trxed, so
they could afflord ta niake a bosom frienci of bier.

When Maggie went out hunting she was surrounded by a b2tch of old
gentlemen, who were devoted to the unconscious good-natured girl. Thcy
hacl arriveci at an age to prize sweetncss of temper more than looks, but the
younger ones either ran after Geraldine, or eIse carried on a noisy flirtation
with Lily and Rose. They frequently quite ignored Maggtc's existence;
but ibis seemed to her the most natural thing in the world. She was ugly,
they vere pretty, and she had flot a particle oi jealousy in bier composition.
She could stand by and sec other women adniirea withont a pang.

As regarded herself, bier own private opinion, wbich coincided with the
fieely expressed one of Geraldino-was, that she was bidécous, with the
uncomýpromising hîdeousness of an ape or a gorilla. Sho had tbought so
ever sin .ce she had tbought at ail, and aftcr much inward battling had arrived
at the sage decision to give over thinking oi her appearance, and t%
habituate herseli to being eclipsed on every occasion by bier better favorcd
8isters. Truc, tbey treated ber like a Cinderella, ordering ber about in the
mast cavalier fasbion, .but if she sometimes sighc& in secret over biez
appareni ioability to corn their good-rili, she bad the consolation of knowing
that, in seite af -ier piainness, she was Jack's favorite sister.

In bis rôugh,*bôyish way, he was quite devotcd to ber, as she was ta
him; and often wben they were closetcd together 8he would summon up
courage.10 say plaintively:

Stw, jack, do tell me the trulli. Am I reaily s0 very VEIIY UglY?
Don't mind burting my feelings, I'm used to that; anly speak the truth."

Then jack- %ýou1d take ber piteous liiule face betwcen bis bands, ani
sscanning it with critical eye Bay :

f ilYes, Maggie, you, are. Iî's no use trymng 10 deceive you. You ain't à
beauty and neyer will be one, but i-bat's the adds ? You're a regular brick,

e and I like you ever so mirch better than blatilda, or Lily and Rose, or thâl
,stuck-up, conceited Geraldine."

"lOh! jack, dear, I am so glad you think me a brick, becausc perhi
c if I go:on trying to bc a brick, and do my best to please pcoI.e, tbey mil
dl forget about rny ugliness, just as you do. You don't stem la minci it ou
If bit-"
n IlOf crurse flot," respondcd master jack, in bis most lordly az2
s patronizing manner. Il Why should 1 ? Lon't you know, you little go=z

that beauty does flot signiiy two straws wbcn you live witb a person ? Yct
y nter think what *Ihcy're like. Girls are always bothcrsome about thý
rs looks, but nu, sensible mnan cares twopencc wbctber tbcy arc pretty
r. plain, so long as tbey arc nic-e."
dl Is that truc, jack ? Don't they really ?"
w "Quite truc. Why 1 wbat fools you must tbink us. Men's beads r-
ry aiùd bc drew bimself up iwitb an air of importance.-<4 arc full of fîgbt

and hning, and horses, and rats and terriers. Thcy bave somnething beik.
to to occupy them than silly womnen."
rs. "lBut they need mot bc silly, jack, even if they cari' aspite tom rniV
ir rats and terriers."
se " Ciertsinly not, only, unfoitunately, tbcy rnostly are. Drcsscd-
ty, painted thinga 1"

*1 rm sure l'miflot dressed-up or painted," answercd Maggie, gallaz:
ire trying ta defend iber sex, and looking down somewbat consciously al
:w plain serge gown, bearing ink-marks a-id sundry other spots, aIl dovîni
]y. front. " No anc could accuse mc af bcing too smart.*'

WB 41No, that tbey cerzainly couid flot ; but you are an e-%cptaoi.
ry- luckily for yourself, are more like a boy than a girl."

IlOh, Jack 1" exciaimed Maggic, vastly fiattered by this assurance,
af do hope, when I niarry, tbough I don't suppose- I ever shall, that
tif bave a busband just like you."1
tic IlNo doubit you do,1 rcsponded Master jack, complaccntly, but

m-erry,twinkle in his cyc. IlOnly-let mc tel i you Ibis, young ii-oman,
rIe, be de4ced Iucky if you come across auy one hall so good."
nls. 4'Yes, jack, I kPow that," ;ejoined Magglc, lovingly. ' Theres! acs
ud in this llunt'to compare witb you."
D. "And if 1 wverc you." hie went on, acccpting *tbis tribute ta t
rho ment quite as a malter of course, «I l'd give ovcr tbxnking ai such ..

as busbands. Sec wbat it has brought thc ather girls ta. Lily and
rdc used to bc decent enougli once upon a time, but now they'rc always 02


