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À Itussian Reconnaissance.

"asmall detaobment eftrtnops frein
RKrasnovodaik," says the Invalide Russe,
44effectod duriug th. menth et November a
reconnaissance on the Tranacaspien military
section, lu the localities about Âttrok. The
eXPOdiîîon waa made under the direction et
Generui Lomakine, commander et the dis-
trict, at the head et two cempanios et intan
trY cenvoyed by sea frein Krasnovodsk te
Tchikiscbliar,and wbicb thon marched along
the right bank cf tb. Âttrek. The Tunce-
inaus et the country showed ne bostility te
the Rushian troopu when they landed, and
8eVeral Yomoudos aven served thein as,
iguides aleng the Attrek, and oxeuted cou-
scientiously commissions with whicb they
Were charged. General Lomakine arranged
"itb Turcoman chiots relative te lbe condi-
tiens under which these latter mighî en-
OaMlP witbin tb. limitaeoftheb.Transcaspian
legion.They submitted wiiliuglj te lb.e terma
Propoaed, whicb consisted in the tribea
Wbhic h ahi corne on te tb. Russian torritery
haviug ebiets regulanly elected, responsible
for tb. geod conduot cf tbe nomade, ougag.
1118 te Interm. the authorities et the places
phosen for tbe encampmonts, and te serve
In general as intermediaries between tbe

'usia" officiais and the people. In con-
forty witb these conditions the Atabai
and lbe Djatarbai bave appointed two khans,
Whcse eleotion bas been confirmed by th.0Oininander ot the detachmnu. The Tè-
Igieuls Wbo encamped near Keoria-Danla have
't180 manifeated tb. intention te live on good
t erme witb the Russians. On a demand
'naIde te them tb. gave up thirty two Yorn-
OUde pnisonens captured lu a razzia made on
a, Camp at thirty eigbî venals (about tweuty
four Miles) fnom Krasnovodsk, and sent a
trading caravan and thnee chiots, premising

tsurrender tbe iemaining prisonens at the
end of Decomber by a second caravan te
Xrltincvo<jS. The detachmeut returned te
thaIt Place frein tbe banks ot tb. Âltrek on
the 2nd December. The sauitary 'tale cf
tbe lroops was excellent, and there waa but
Onle Man on tbe sick list."1-Broad 4.ro,
Jan, 9

- The Brave Sallor.Lad.

À few day eut frein New York a great
%blp was otertaken by a terrible storm,
Wich lasted nearly a week.

Oue day, a tb. height efthIe tempest, the
igiug at th. mainmast head gel trangled,

9'ld &OMO ene had te go up and straighten
14, The mate called a boy belonging te the
ah pand erdered hini aloft.

ibe lad leucbed bis cap, but hesitated a
Moement; ct Iee frighteued glance up
and dowu aI the swaying masî and furieus
sal and then rush acrisa the dock and
down itito the ferecasîle. In about lwe
rainutes h. appeared, and withouî a wordSelzed lb. ralliues....he nope ladder et the
vestel-.and flew Up the riggiug ikea squir.
re1. 'A itb dizzy eyos lb. weaîher bealencrew watcbed lhe poor boy at Ibis foantul
beight. " Ho will inover come dlown alive,"y
tbeY laid te, each other.

Butt in twenty minutes lbe penilous job
Waa doue, and the boy sately descec dand straigbteuing binisoîf up wilh a amile
On bie face, walked te bbc iteru ot the ship.

"Wba d idyeu go beloW, for wheueordered
lortî ? asked a passenger et the brave boy.

"j1 Went-.to pna," nePlied tb. boy with
abusb, and a quiver cf the lip.-Selcated,

Parliament Square.

IMPROVJ1MENT 0F THE GRouNDs-NEw Dia-
PÂRTMENTÂL OFFICES8.

The following is troin the annual report of
the Hon. Minster of Publie Werks:

Tho fence or boundary wall on the lino of
Wellington street in finished. It extends
frorn Dufferin Bridge to the new workshops.
The iron railing is aaise comploe. Desigus
for iron gates are prepared and approved.
When the grounids are laid out they will be
placed in position. Drawings have also been
prepared fr appreach to, the canal at or
near Dufferin Bridge end cf fence. It is pro-
posed as an experimnent te lay the sidewalk
on Wellington street, froin the gateway op -
posite the main entrance of PEttît Départ-
mental Building to Duilérin Bridge, with
wood bloks.

The design, furnished by Mr. M~arahal
Wood, for the adornmient of the grounds as
exhibited in a large mode], having been
submitted te the Department, it was decid-
ad that it sbould not be adoptd. A 1li
srrangad by Mr, Calvert Vaux, of New Yo rk,
and myseif, wau submitted and approved,
and la now being carried eut,

The main avenue, parallel te the lino of
Wellington street, is being brought te a
level; the original grade had a rise in iUs
length frein east te west of nearlyseven teet.
One ef the advantages gained by lowering
the greund will be, that the basement roome
et the West Block, now dark and gloemy,
will on the lewering of the present road eh.
tain uninterruptod light, and Will be rend
ored suitable for offices, &o. The level lino
cf te the read likewrise will materially add te
the appearance of the facade of the Central
Buildings or Parliament Hlouse. The
square is now being graded in accordance
with th, plan approved. When the altera.
tien et grade te avenue wam decided upen,
extra drainage, new gas main and water
pipes frein the IlCity waterworks" were
provided for, se that connections can b.
made when required. Since tbe date cf
Cenfederation the varions departments
have ingreased in their wan ts and
requirements te a very great extent,
and staffs et the several Depart
ments have been largely augmented. Ilence
the accommodation in the twe Dopart-
mental blocka han been found insufflaient
even witb the additional accomodation pro-
vided in the attics et eacb.. It bas accerding.
ly been decided that an addition te the West
Bleck should be made, the sketch plans fer
wbicb have been prepared and approved.
This proposed extension will be a continua
tien ef the westerly portion ef the West De-
partmontal Block, 245 feet in lengtb, 60
teet in width, three &tories in height witb
basemont. The style of architecture in its
extei nal featuros will be in accordano. with
the present building, with improvements
in internai arrangement suggest.d by
experience, the whole is te be fire
proof. Plans are now being prepared
se tbat tenders can b.e btained this. year
for the basement portion. This will exped-
ite the work and &ive time for the consider-
atien et the detaila required in the super-
structure. The excavation is now being
made by the 'contracter for Ibis work at a
sohedule rate of prices. Coat is lessened
and difficulty evercomne by baving one con-
tracter only for both works.

Work done under the immédiate super-
intendence et the Department.

Contracter for excavation and levellin9,
Mr. B. Gibson.

Blaclewood'ar Magazine for January, 1875,
repub>ished by The Leonard ScctPublisb.
ing Ce e i.new ready. Thé foliowing is th.
table et contents:

I. IlGiannetto."1
i.11, "Idu : an Extravagansa."
Ill. !I Alice Lorraine." Part X.
IV. '"The Abode cf Snow."
V. "The Story et Valentino and hie

Brother."1 Part X[lI.
VI, "The Lite et the Prince Consort."
VII. "The Great Problemn: Can it b.

Solved ?"1
The new story which begins the finIt vol.

ume cf the new year la tôld in a very quiet
style by an Englishmisn, iwho spent a winterat Nice with an invalid daughter, during
whieb time ho met with Gianuette, an Ital.
ian fisherman. Thé interestu ia areused
and kept active by the mystery attached to,
Ibis man, Who suddenly reoeived tb. power
et speech sud song when over twenty years
ef ago, althougb be was born dumb. The
sterY in te b. conîinued,

! Idas : an Extravagansa," is an attempt
te exhibit tbe tendencies et materiali.tic
theonies Ln their exîremne issues.

*It is the depravalion cf social and poli-
tical menais consequent upou them!tterial-
Lotie tbeory, thus developed far boyeond the
contemplation cf its modern sponsos-the
wildest excesses springing1generically from
the centeunditug the things esentially dis-
tinct, wbich that theory in grounded upon
-that w. have te deat with ini the enauing
pages."

"'The Abode of Snow" begins with an
acceunt cf tbe "jhula," or bridges made cf
roeofe twisîed birch twigs, wbicb, are nsi-
ther safe non pleasaut te cross, but the
greater part ef the article is devoted te a
description et the customs et lb. Thibe.
tans, and .specially the werkings et pAy.
andry.

À very entertaining article is the review
of the firat volume cf Mn. Martin's "Lite cf
the Prince Consr,"-& bock which "cannet
fail te increase the admiration and reverence
et the nation for th. great and dutitul seul
who lived a lite obscun.d by its very great-
nesu, in the midst et us, and Who cnly now
can be fully known.'

G. R. Gleig- Chaplain-General -gives bis
views un the subject et religieus belief ini
th. paper entitled, IlThe Great Proble m
Can it b. Solved ?," which tb. author gays
is written Ilexclusively fer those in wbom,
uutortuuately'for themnielves, the principle
et faiîb bas been shaken."1
AUI in a clear and comprehensive article,
that cannet tatil te intereit any theughttul
reader,

The peniodicals reprinted by Tac LHOiiiýnn
SOeTr PUBLISHING Ce. (41 Barclay Street,
N. Y.) are as tellows : 2The London Qaarterly,
Edinburg&, Westminst.qer, and Britkla
Quarterly Reviews, and Blackwood'st Maga.
zinc. Price, $4 a year for any one, or only
$15 for ail.

Delmonicolbh lion lamer, bas been dev.
eured aI Berlin by oeeoe hi. owu liens.

It is neported tlaat an unusually large con.
ceutratien ef treops in Rtissiau Polland has
taken place.

A àladrid despatch reports that General
Loma bas destreyed several cannon toaad.
&risacf the Carliats lu lb. Province of Quti-
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