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To CorrespoNpents.—Letters addressed to
either the Editor or Publlsher, us well ag
Commubications intended for publwqhon,
must, invasisbly,be pre-paid. Correspon
dents witt ‘alvo bear in mind that one end

“ of 'thé ém’efope ahould be left open, and

"in, the,cornex khe nords “Printer's copy "'
written; .and m $wo.or five cent stamp (ac
cdrdmg‘té the weight of the communica-

Tar Eurl of CoRRWALLIS pmceeded to for-
tify Yotk lowh and Gloucester on .the south
and north;-banksof thie York River in com-
pliance mith: the instrugtions :odntaived in 8

‘Tetter from Siv H: €uxTon, in order to estub-

lish a port that would provnde ‘shéltet for’

ships of war in Chesapeake Bay. The rela-
tive position of the belligerents were a8 fol-
lows :—Rhode lsland was headquartets of
the Marqiiis De Rocramseav, the French
Commander-in Chief; WasniNeToN with such
troops as Cougresss could get together accy-
pied his old position at White Plains above
the island on which NewYork is built on the
east bank of the Iludson, the Marquis D&
Le Favgrre with ‘some 3,000 badly found
militia’ remajned, i the hengbborhood of
lehamsburgl‘l belween York and James
rivérs, for the purpose of watching Lord
Coaxwuus, while Sir ., Cu INTON was en:
gaged in watchmg at' New York the most
perilous game ‘of Aaclids of wluch Iustory
makes any record,

The French fleel ‘was engaged in those
curious strategical manoeuvrés in the West

‘given to Revolutionary changes
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lndles wlnch lPaPl)]blPs nolhmg: n e: mh but
those puzales with « string and stick in which
children and sin:pletons delight ; asquadron |
lay at Newport under M. D Banxas and

25 | another of seven sail of the line ﬁmler

Admiial Greaves at New York, whlle the |
mainBritish fleet under the command of the
ablest seaman and tactician of his day, but
ono of the slowest. apathetic and most !
listless of men ; Sir G- Ropsey way en-
gnged in unravelling those curious stirtege-
tic puzzles whiich Count Dr Gprassk Lusied :
himeelf in weuaving under the delusion thit |
Ly taking possession of some wretched su-
gar or tobaceeo islind,whose whole area would
not make an ordinary county in the United
States orCanada, he wus striking at the heart
of the British Empire. It was a fitting sequel
td a war brought sbout by smuggling that

it should bLe closed 1n strict conformity with
‘the huxtering details of the retail trade.

The pasition of the belligerents in 1781
will show that CrLintox could have forced |
the United States troops »nd French to bat-
tle, in which case their defeat and destrac-
tion was inevitable, and as a consequence the |
elosing of the contest; France could not
have put another muan in the field and the
destruction of Ler fleet on the 12th April,
1782, shewed sle could not put another slip
while the affuirs of the rebel Congress were
beyond hope of recovery.

To the soldier and patriot it is a saddening
reflection that the stupid imbicility of ona
man reversed all this— that disgrace was
brought on the Biitish Arms and an impetus
inimical
alike to morality and good Government,
which a lapse of ninety two years has not
been able to restrain. Wasnixoroy and Rocy-
AMBEAU having found that it would be impos.
sible to rouse the British General from his

| tethargy, and the Comte de Grasse having

pointed out that the British Admiral was
equally as hard to move, suggested an at-
tack on Earl CorxwaLLig's force as being
most feasible, provided co-operation by
the united forces could be secured.

In nccordance with this plan the United
8tates and French Army having manouvred
for'some time before New York, suddenly
broke up from theirlines and marched across
the Jerseys toPhiladelphia,where \hey arriv-
ed on 30th August. This movemeént was no
secret in New York, yet General Crinron
never attempted to prevent it inh any way.
It still required a march of nearly 250 miles
to reach Yorktown, before which their ad-
vance arrived on the “8th September.

" The Comte de Grasse had arrived in the

Chesapealkte on the 30th August, and at once
proceeded to blockade York River. Admira}
GrEavES, ut New York, had timely informa-
tion of this movement, and also a reinforce-
ment of fourteen sail of the line under Sir S,

Hoop from Rovwky's fleet, which made his .

force equal to nineteen sail of the line, one
ship of fifty guns and séven frigates; and
with this squadron hLe sailed for the Chesa-
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prake, off which be arived on (he ath sept

The French fleet of twenty- four sail of i
line was at anchor inside Caps Ifemty it
,Lyun Haven Bay without any .grder, Th¢
Bunsh fleet wore in sjght with a Jeading -
North Fwt gale, and as the F:ench Ly 10
leeward bearing South West from their at’
versaries, it is very evident that tf:ey were
'not only taken by surprise, Lut in such?
posmon that it wns utterly lmpossxble to
'defend themselves.” An officer with the
slightest pretension to ski II would have
steered at once for the miilst of the French
 flect. and an action of one hour's duratinv
fwould have decided'the contest. There was
!no hope, hardly a third of it could have
‘escaped, but GreavEs, td she&bté’sta;i»r
;knowledve of ‘tacticd, wore round on the
yPoxt tack (it-was then énlled'the Tarboard)
land allow the French rear divisioti’of seven
ships 10 stand out to sea across diis Lows
without the slightest attempt to cm them
i off.

Tue Count De Grasse pmﬁwcl by the
Llunders of this stupid oll fool, stood out 0
fsea and fought an indecisive action with the
'linush van for about two houra when buth
parties hauled oft, and for four subsequent
days confronted ench other ull the French
Admiral thought proper to retire to bhis
anchorage, where be was not followed bY
Admiral GeEaVES, this laiter specimenof im-
becility failed to intercept the French squat -
dron under M. Dg Barras of elght ghil of the
line from Rhode Island with a valuable con-
~voy,having on Loard the siege train for the
siege of Yorktown, he, however, sucgeede!
in having a 74 gun ship the Terrible ao badly
damaged that she had to be destroyed and
alter calling a council of war saxled back
to keep CLINTON ¢compamy at New York.

After the failure of the Genéral on the one
hand and the Admiral on tha other, to dis’
charge the simplest requirements of thei
several dnties, there could be no salvatio?
for the miserable handful of : troops 8%
Yorktown, and 8ir HENrY CLikTox hds had

| the disgraceful notoriety of bringing t%°

British armies (o pass under the Caudin®
forks a8 a tribute to his gross stupidity, 8°
weil as the ignorance and unbecxluy 0' the
ministers that employed bim. :

In closing this second act of ks sti ategy of
invasion which was completed by Yhe sarre?
der of Earl Cortwarpss, and’ hla tl‘oop' at

Yorktown on 19th Oc&ober, 13&15 it ;puS‘ be
plain to the reader that on' eithér sile ?
accurate knowledge of the results:of ""y
given line of conduct was’ entérwn
CuintoN, when he found Wasansarox's ﬂ'm
moving through the Jerseys on Yerkto™™
endeavoured to neutralize the mamme“‘ by
sending Aruold to ravage: Conndetict® ;
wAsnmc-ronj in’ attémpting that, miarch Pu
his whole cause at’ the hagard of ’hsmg
stroke, if. be failed there a0 end:to 1h°
Union, dnd-up 0 the day of savvegder ‘hera
was no- ceftaln!{ ;but he would fafl; %om'ﬂ'
appearance in theChesapeake ‘which was po&




