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PRUSSIAN MILITARY EDUCATIUN.

{From tho Roport of tho Enghish Comimission
s {0 constder the best mode of revrganizing
tho systom of training oftleers for the selen-
tific corps.”

1. Wiile in Imuce tho system of military
oducation has been little altereu during the
last thirteen yeurs, in Prussia it hasin the
interval undergone constant extension and
improvements. The chief alterations that
have taken placo are as follows:

(a). All the educational establishments
havo been very much enlarged, owing to
tho increase in the army which has taken
place sinceo 1866.

(). The educational requirements for a
commission remain in principlo the same as
they were, the doublo examination for the
rank of officer, and tho exaction from every
candidate for a commission of proof of both
general and professional knowledge, boirg
still the peculiar feature of Prussian military
education, Thore has been, however a con-
stant tendency to raise the standard of the
preliminary examination in subjects of gen
eral knowledge, and to insist mora strongly
upon a sound Jiberal education us a condi
tion of obtaining & commission. The num
ber of Abiteurienten, or nien who have pass-
ed through the complete course at a public
school, entering tho army annually, is now
four times as great asit was in 1856, and
thero is tho strongest wish still further to!
increase their number. These young men
may be compared to those who come from
the bighest forms of public schools in Eng
land. A large number of them seem to go
into the nrtiﬁery and engineers.

(c). The cadet schools in their general
character are unaltered; thoe introduction
of the peculiar class in the Oberprima in the
Upper Cadet School at Berlin is the most
importont modification made in their organ
ization. The proportion of officers supplied
by the cadet schools continues much the
samo as it was in 1856. The feeling in the
army, howover, against preparatory military
schools appears to ba increasing; a strong
opinion is entertained as to the narrowing
effects upon the mind of exclusive class ed
ucation ; and a preferenco is very generally
exhibited for officers who have had theo
ordinary education of civil schools. At the
war schools, the Artillery and Engineer
Scl.mn', and the War Academy, a decided
opin’ 1 was expressed as to the intellectual
supcriority of the Abifurienten over those'
who have been edcated in the cadet corps.

(d). The arrangements for the profession
al instruction of officers of the scientific

corps have been very much altered.  These
officers now have their education up to the
timeo of obtaining their commissions in com
mon with candidates of the liue, their spe
cial instruction does not commnience at the
Acrtillery and Engineer School until they
have been in tho service threo or four years.
For the artillery tho course at tlus school
has been reduced to one year, and made
more strictly practical in character.

(¢). The course of instruction at the War
Academy or senior department, has been
considerably modified: though still com
prising many subjects of an entirely unpro
fessional character, their number has been
reduced : the attention of the students is
more concentrated upon mulitary studies )
than formerly, and a larger amount of time
is devoted to practical work. In short, the
object has been to render the instruction
less purely theoretical than 't formerly was.

(). The most important change, how-
ever, which lins been madeis inregard to
the war schools—the schools at which offi-
cers of all arms receive their professional in-
struction. Since 1836 thoy have Leen en-
tirely reorganized, and placed under the
direct control of the Central Educational
Department ; 2 much higher class of teachers
are employed ; the character of the instruc.
tion has been greatly improved; and at-
tendance at one of thesu schools is, with
rare oxceptions, made compulsory upon
every oue before obtaining a commission. |
‘These schools hold amost important position,
in the Prassian system of military education, |
and the greatest pains aro bestowed ony
making them answer the purpose for \vhich|

|

they are intended—that of giving a thor
oughly practical mnstruction in military sub-
jects to candidutes for cummissivns. The
improvements made in the war sclivuls shuw
the greatly increased importance attached !
of late years in Prussia to the pmfuasiumxl'
instruction of officers.

2. However different the Frenchaud Prus

sia carried ovon to a greater extent than in
France, for all professional instruction is
postponed until after the service has boen
enteted, and regimental duty t.cen porform-
ed for nearly o yesr. The few who enter
the army from the Oberprima and Selects
of the Cadet Corps (not amounting to 70
each year) are the only individuals who re-
ceive any military instruction beforo joining
the servico. and in their case this special in-
struction does not commence until the age
of 17. So strongly is this principle ineisted
upon that even for the artillery and engin-
eors there is no preparatory military educa-
tion, and the special instruction of the
officers of these arms is not given until after
they have been some years in the servico.
The iden in Prussia is that 2 young man can
derive no advantage from studying the
theory of the military profession until he has
learned tho practice of it, ‘¢ ‘\What use can
it be,” it was said, “to talk toalad of the
principles of tactics, when he does not even
know the movements of & battalion, and
perhaps has never seen one on parade ?”

3. After, however, ontering the service,
all the officers of the Prussian army receive
acareful professionalinsiruction— that given
at the war schools. ‘The course is of an
cssentially practical churacter, comprising
only strictly military subjects, and exclud-
ing such studies as mathematics and even
langunges.

4. The officers of the stafl’ do not neces-
sarily receive any special training previons
to their appointment; bul in Prumia this
is of less importance, as from the profession-
al education which cvery officer has Lad,
those appointed to the staff, even if they
have not passed through tbe senior depart-
ment, must at least be acquainted with field
sketching and military regulstions, and
koow sometlung of fortification and artil-
lery., Moreover, after appointment means
are taken, in the * staff expeditions ' which
occur annually, to instruct them in their

sian systems may e in sumio respects, they , practical duties, .nd (asis the case also in
Loth agree in this—thatno atiemptis made to, France with tho officers of the staff’ corps)
give a special military educat'on at an early | to insure their keeping up the knowledge of
age, that & gencrai education Js made the field sketclnr!g and reconuoisance w ich
groundwork of the professional tramning, and, they had previously acquired.

that at least up to the age of 17or 18 the, 3. The connection which exists in Prussia
fature officer receives tho same kind of ed- | between the military system and the general
ucation as the civilian, and in the great ma | education of the country is remarkable.

Jority of cases recewves it at the ordinary , Poriepée.faknrich examinations are not only

schools of the country.
sane

f in Austria also the, based on the course of instruction at civil
Ermciplo seems now to have been, schools, but have been used as o means of
adopted. The cadet schools 1n Yrussia are, raising the character of the education givenat
no exception to the rule, for the instruction; theso schools, Ontho ono hand, theadvan-
at them, except in the two upper classes at) tages offered to Abitureintenand to those who
Berlin, is the same as at civil shools. The, have been at o uni, ersity indicate a wish to
principle of deferring milituy edueaticn to, encourage wen of Libvial education to enter
a comparatively latc ageis iudeed in Tius  the army as ofticers, un the other hand, by



