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REPORTS have Leen received from the following
congregations ; (1) Hanover and North Normanby;
3) 8t Taul's, Walkerton; {3) Riversdale an

inlough ; (1) Knex Churen, Pausle ;gs) Vinker.
ton and West Brant; (6) ‘Tara; (7{ Westninater
Church, Tecswater: (8) Allenford and Elsinore ;
9) Port Elgin and Dumiblane ; {10) Zion Church,

ceswater, (11} Ualaklava, and (12) Geneva
Church, Chesley,

L. ATTENDANCE AT CHURCH,

On this subject the imajonty of reports saeak fav-
ourably. From the repornis received 1 cull the fol.
lowing specimens. One says, ** The attendance
Is good, as congregations o ; but 1 do not say it bs
good.” Another says: ** Tho attendance at preach-
ing secrvices i3 good." A thied remarks: ' Tho
Rospel s faithluily preached, and the atendance
on the means of grace is good.' A fourth replles :
“The gospe! is Imthfully preached, and the stated
ordinances are requlinely and well attended

Thete is no Indication, so far as we can sce, that
tho gospel is losing lts hold upon the great bulk of
our people. On the contrary, it may be fuestioned
whether there ever was a thio when greater num-
bers attended the house of God than at the present
time, Theremay be a great deal of deadness and
colilness in many respects in our religious Jife, but
8o long as the people attend the means of grace on
tho Lotd's Day, so long is there hope for the future
of ows Church and country. There is no other
subject known to man that would draw such vast
numbers of people together, from week to week, as
the gospel of the grace of God, [t still proves
attractive, when rnightly presented, because it is
after all, though an **old story,” * good news,” the
best news which has ever fallen on human cars ;
and though the ¢carnal mind ja enmity against God,

¢t there 13 a conscience in man to which the sub.
ime truths of revelanon mako not appeal in vain,
Men do feel that thess truths have for them a
meaning and areality which none others have, and
hence they come to hear them, because somo dare
not and others would not stay away.

11, Onc of the most hopeful signs of Church hife
in the present day is the marvellous energy which
is beiny displayed in

SADBATIL SCHOOL WORK.

The children of the present day are having much
greater advantages in Sabbath School training
than their fatliers had, \Vill they prove bnghter
and better Christians as the result? It iy to be
feared that what they ate gamlnf in Sabbath
School advantages they are losing in family teain.
ing, and as the latter is earlier and more continu-
ously applied than the former, it is to be feared
that instead of proving a godlier generation they
may fall behind those who are now upon the stage
of action, The reports indicate that this feature
of Church work Is receiving due attention. One
report says: * Tho Sabbath School is in a good
condition, being equipped with a good staflof earn.
est and active teachers, and is one of the most
promising features of the Church In this place.”
Another one states that ** The Sabbath School 1310
& prosperous condition, The work is most inwite
ing." A third takes a less Liopeful view, but at the
tame timo shows that the wnter keeps a high
standatd before (he teacher, which all who engage
In this great work should ever I:eeg in mind, ‘This
report says ., “ The Sabbath School, I think, 13
doing fairly well. No room for boasting. My own
fear?s that the teachers do not press 'immediate
acceptance’ as they might do. I see a great lack
of that nearly everywhere. The longer [ live the
more does my ronscience condemn me it 1 do ot
press ‘ Immediate acceptance’ at all times andin
all places.”

ithout enlarging on this subject, whick will be
better attended to in another report, we must not
lose sight of the fact that the * Stateof Religion”
cannot be hopeful If this important department of
Church work is neglected or ignored. So far as |
can gather from the reports, it is being attended to
faithfally and well.

I11. In regard to the training of the young in

PILLE CLASSES,

30 little is said In the reports on this subject that
it 1s piain that the great problem, * How to retain
our elder pupils In the Sabbath Schoosl and Bible
Class,” has not yet been satislactonly solved.
Whenever the ideal Sabbath School comes, wiz.,
the whole congregation met together for the study
of God's word=-then young men and young women
will not think it beneath them to attend the Sab-
bath School. So long as the idea Is kept up that
the Sabbath School is only for children, so long
witl it be difficult to keep young men and young
women in the Sabbath School and Dible Class.
Two reporte, however, speak favourably on this
subject. One says . ' The Monday evening Bible
Class Is increasing in Interest and attendance, It is
attended by all ages and both aexes. *Hodge's Qut.
linew of Theology'is used as a text-book, The doe-
trines, principles and gollty of Presbyterianism are
explained and proved from the Word of God.
Almost every commubion there are some from
this class entering into full communmon with the
congregation.” Another report makes the following
encoursging statement: * The number attending
Sabbath School is on the increase, and we are glad
to be able to note & very gratifying improvement
in the attendance of pethaps one of the most im-
portant classes of our people, viz, young men and
wornen,

1V, When we come to consider the state of
THE PRAYER MIBTING,

wo come very closely to the subject of this report,
viz,, the ¥ State of Religion.” The prayer meeting
may be looked on as the very lungs of the Church.
If the Church Is sound here there in hope for her:
if she is not sound here there is great danger,
ualess the remedy be soon applicd, that consump-
tion will set in.

One report says : * Attendance at prayer meet-
ing shows a small decrease.”” That [ think is the
least hopeful report on the subject. Ancther one
says: *“ The prayer meeting has many signs of
beight and hopcful promise. The attendance is
lazge . . . . A warm sympathetic intercst is
manifested there in spiritual things” Another
speaks of cottage prayer meetings belng started in
the congregation. LHere the problem of Jzeuing
young men into active work has been solved. The
1epott goes on as follows ; ¥ Several young men
now conduct meetings who a short time since
would not lead in prayer, Onething in this pleases
one, Itisnot a spurt, I think It has come to stay.”

that has come to stay,  We have too much of the
merely emotional 1 Fe and not cnough of the
steady, pursevering Z ad thet can withstand lemllu
tatlon, be faithful o dulr, and mako willlng sacel.
fices (nz truth and peinclple in the hour of need.

V.~ FAMILY WORSIHIP AND TRAINING OF THR
CBILDREN AT HOME.

Thls subject lics at the root of all Church life and
work. ‘Lhere s, we fear, degencracy here.  There
is not the tralning in the liible and the Shorter
Catechism, which formerly charactesized so many
Presbyterian homen. I'resbyterianism can only
be grown by training ; for It Is not natural o Lhe
de‘\r.\ved human heart. You will find that the
<hildren who grow up In worldly, prayerless, Cate-
chismless !'uabyter?an homes will naturally de-
fenerate to some lower typo of religiouslife, wheto
they will be mare at home, than under Presbyterian
teachingeif not go 10 swell the great army of the
unwashed, unchurch-golng that abound throughout
our land, and upccﬁtlly in the great centres of
¢ivilization  As a church, we must either traln o7
dle.  If we have not religion in the home we will
never have it in the pew,

This s haw one report putsit. “ Family worship
is not observed in half of these homes, Man
have an altar in theiz homer, but many have not.”
Another one puts it thus ¢ *' There is still room for
improvement in family worship and Instruction of
the children in the home.” A third declares:
" Familg worship Is conducted in must of the
homes, but 1 fear there arc a few who do not have
family worahip.” In one congregation we find the
matrvellous anumaly that * family worship is pretty
generdlly observed,” and yet ** tho spiritual atmos-
pliere of the congregation™ is said tobafn a “low
condition.” e trust the pnnciple of causc and
cffect docs not come into play here, elsc [ had het.
ter have left som= of my remarks on this subject
unsaid,

Une report calls atteation to the great and alas !
too common evil of Presbyteriaca sending their
children to convent schools. This sruckling to
Rome, for the sake of policy and gain, shoutd be
frowned down by all Protestants and especially b
all Presbyterians. The principles of our Churc
utterly and entircly condemn such a course.  Our
people contribute with one hand te pull down Rome,
and with the other many contribute to build it up.
More and more this money-loving, policy-seekin
aje requires to be taught, ** Ye cannot serve Go
and mammon.”" On this subject, however, the re-
port teferred to speaks hopetul!r. I quote verdatim
the language used: * Qur children have all been
taken away from the Papist school and there are
{ndications that the people are beginning to see the
sin of patronizing ot having fellowship with Rome.”

Vi.—INCREASE OF MEMEBERSHIP.

Nearly all tho reports speak favourably on I_hh
poiat. It is very evident, that, notwithstanding
our defects, we are making substantial progress
as a Church, This is pethaps the most hopeful
feature of the whole report. In one case, which
deserves special mention, 110 have been added to
the communion roll during the year—ag were re-
moved, leaving a net gain of 85, This same con-
gregation stood last year alsa at the top of the list,
in this reapect, and others though falling far behind
have added considerably to their respective com-
munion rolls, showlng that so far as thisis acri.
terion aatislactory progress Iv being made. -

There hat been mote or less of a'leakage Irthe
past in our Presbyterian system. A coosiderable
nrumber of the young and of the less intelligent
annually drifted away from us owing to long con.
tinued vacancies and to the fact that certain other
denominations seemed to present something more
attractive to that class of people, who desire ' to
make a fair show in the Aesh.” ‘The statistical re-
ports presented from year to year {n our church
courts are beginning (o show that that leakage has
been discovered and {s belng rapidly overcome, but
will hardly ever be fins!ly and completely overcome,
untl we adopt some better system of supplying
vacancics and of keeping them more rermanemly
supplied, than we have at present—il the present
can be called a system at all, whereby a consider-
able proportion of our churches are turned over
as preserves {or & certaln length of time ¢o the
other denominations, until those who are left in
the congregation in despair at the leakage finally
trying to stop ir, by inserting a ministera! plug,
only {0 6ad that they have inserted a squire man
in a round hole, and for & time partially stop the
leakage, only to pull him out again, after a time,
in order, if possible, 10 get a round man, tnd when
they get a round man perhaps, they find that the
hole has turned square, and 30 the troubligoes on.
Nevertheless, as a Church,we are makingprogress,
for which we bhave reason to thank Go&and take
courage, Whatever littlo progrese we @ make we
hold on to it with tenasity, until we am ready to
take another step. Although we do ndt profess to
to place any dependence in our own * folding on,”
by the help of God we hold on navittheless, re-
membcring the biessed promise: * The righteous
also shall hold on his way, and he thit hath clean

V11.—FINANCES (ORDINARY),

Some people of the sentimental sd aelfish type
may imagine that finances have nogding to do with
the ** State of Religion ™} but the of sensible
people have a different opinion, The Gospel takes
Ko:seuion of a man's Lead, thenhis hear, then

is pocket and, until it has captued all three, it
can hardly be said to have captugd theman, A
Christian first receives, then givesand then comes
to realize the meaning of those mayellous words of
Christ, “ 1t is more blessed to givahan to receive,”

On this subject the reports genfally speak hope.
fully. This is a good sign, becaye it is upon this
roc{. perbaps, more than any cfer, that many a
faic congregn'lonal bark splits ind goes downa
shattered wreck. If we had ajutle more of the
Presbyterian and a little less of e Congregational
principle, applied to the subjft of financing, it
would be a great deal better if us sa a church,

80 many short pastoralet as
too much restlessness in the aclesiastical atmos-
phere,
to burst at a moment’s notice
over the minister's head, Th

continual change of rulers an{the same instability
manifested in other forms J church polity, de.

s entirely contrs

thorough carrying out of cu'own principtes.

As a Presbytery, we m

% | this subject, with regard to the majority of the re-

hands shall be stronger and strongsr{’ (Job 27:9}{;

We would not have so many jng vacancies and ..o gnd blessedness of Meaven which ought not
i‘"' Thero is r:be.inlerprﬂed 100 literally, The squlrg of an!

It seems charged wif electricity, ready [ \no"Village mendicant. * May the Lord i
peals of thunder £ y the Lord give your
tlessness, engen- ;:::l :r.pla.se_ri:wl'{uvcnln exclaimed the grateful

dered by democratic institutids, which calle fora| Loy’ Bncouraged by this aﬁprecimon. the ber-
n

veloping themuelves side byfide with us, tend to ! " :
eogehds (b sams i, arfng oueles wich| e mame (e da ) When 3 whole Chr.
The remedy for this evil is 19re grace and a more :,i::,:f:“‘;gﬁ':lsz;*:: gf'f:;‘ ..ha::‘ 0:5:,:"\;:?:3
and " weary breast " *‘low in the ground,” it may
¢ to kecp our heads { be salely =ssumed that the congregation has no
above the financial wavesfolerably well. Long [ such unanimous desire to name the date—at least,

snuon be the expenence of us all, and more abun-
solly, which declares: *“‘There Is an inczease
compared with previous years--this year, the cons
tnibutions to all purposes being about double of any
previous year,”

VIIL CONTRIWTIONS 10 THE SCHEMES OF TIR
CHURCH,

There is great room for improvement in this
important  department. The silence of the re.
potts gencrally on this subject speaks louder than
words ‘This Prechy ety does not take the stand
it ought to take In comparison with other Presby.
tetics. Therels a s3d streak of meanness scine-
whete,  As sciaebody has sald, we want “more
means and Jess meanness ” devoted to this matter,
and then shall we take the place that the devglopecf
and undeveloped resources of the terntory covered
by the l’rcsb{lery of Bruce entitle us 10 take as
compated with ‘the other [Presbytenies of the
Church. “Fbis is bow one of the most hbers)
congregations In the Preabytery to the schemes of
the Church speaks an the subject, showing what it
Is to have a high ideal: * \Ve do faitly well for the
three Mission Schemes, but the others are ne-
glected” Another teport merely mentlons "an
increase n centributions for Misstons,” But on

rts, we might take up the language of Joseph to
is brethren, and say to these reports . * Ye are
spics, 10 ses thie naledness of the land ye are
come.” The remedy is * educate," * educate,”
*educate,” until our cangregations hear the com.
wand of God and abey i1, “ Lring ye all the tithes
into the slorchouse, that there may be mest in
mine house, and prove me now herewith, salth the
Lotd of Hosts, if [ will not open you the windows
of Eeaven and pour you out 4 Llessing that there
|ha;l not be room enough to receive it.”  (Mal lil,,
10,
[X. On the subject of !

PASTORAL VISITATION

very lilo1ssaid in the reports. Onespeaks of visit-
ing the fanilies of the congregation wwice during the
yenr, which s certainly very gocd, as pastoral
visitation goes, This i3 one of the most difficult
departments of & minister’s work, He who can
attend to this part of the work, 80 as to keep down
“growhng" on the part of the people deserves
credit indeed.  And better still is he who finds 1t
a delight and a_joy to meet with people in their
awn houses, and, with tact and knowledge of hu-
man nature,bnngs the iruth to bear personally upon
humtn souls. This is followiog in the footsteps of
the Apostles, which afier all is the best kind of

if not in Theology, at least in Pastoral ‘Theology,
for does he not declare in his charge to the elders
or bishops of the congregation of Ephesus, ** How
1 kept back nothing that was profitable unto you,
but have showed you and have taught you pub.
licly, and from kouse fo house? {Acts xx., 20 2 No
doubt what one report says is true of most, if not
ally “The work has teen going on sltld!\l{ and
qu:ctlg. and we hope not unsuccessfully,” No,not
all—there are stil) *'troubles in farael,” snd will be
as long as human pature is depraved and fallen
and :at, and Christians are weak and erring and
imperfect. lence we cannot but sympathize with
the brather who is Pauline in experience in having
*a thorn in the flesh,” if not literally, at least
ecclesiastically, when he wnites, ** \We are greatly
troubled in some parts by petty jealousies and

" Apostolical succeasion.” This is to be Pauline, | 11,

* Babbath School Work

LESSON HELPS.
SFCOND QUARTER,
SOWING AND REAPING,

Lrsson Vi, May oth, John iv., 27.42 ; memorize
YeIses —~,

GOLDEN TEXT.—~' One soweth and another
reapeth,”—John v, 37.

Tive.—December, « b 27, The same day with
the last lesson,

Pracr—Jacob's well, half a mile from Sychar
in Samarla,

CiRCUMSTANCES.—To-day's lenson follows close
upon our last,  On his way to Qalilee Jesus passed
through Samana, and reuin§ at Jacob’s well while
his disciples went on to Sychar to buy some food,
he had a conversation on the hving water with a
Samaritan woman, who had come to the well
for water.  Just as he bad announced himaelf as
the Messiah his disciples returned with the food
from the city, and our leason for to day begins.

Hetrs ovEr HARD PLacke, —27. Marvelled
becauss Rabbis were not accustomed to give
theit learning in public to women, becauss she was
a Samaritan, and hecause of the evident interest
the Lord took in her welfare, 28, [#aterpot:
the same word as is used for the waterpsts at the
martiage in Cana (2:7) 2. Weat that ye know
sod of : the spititual hife God gave him in his work,
and the refreshment that came from helping the
needy and serving God 35, Say ye, not fowr
months, eic. . four months from that time. The
harvest was in April.  This time was therefore
December 3 the sowing was & month or two
eatlier.  Lift up your eyes: doubtless pointing ta
the Samaritans who were a;pronchlng from Sychar
to leatn from him. 36, Fruit unte life eternal,
the result was the eternal sslvation of others, and
nobler and better life for themselver. This was
their wages. 38, Jsent yow, ete.: Jesus had sown
in their absence , now they were toresp. Soit
would be all through their lives. Pruphets of old,
John the Baptist, and Jesus himself, sowed the
seed that grew into the church of God.

SUBJECTS FOR SPFCIAL REPORTS.—Review of
Izat lesson.—Faith throughthe testimony of others.
—Faith through our own experience of the truth
(v. 34). — The spiritual harvest, — Sowers and
Teapers rejoicing together.—Pruit unto eternal

Pyl ey ot e

e,

Learx RY Heaxt the memory verses 6,
P1.126. §,6; Gal. §: 7, 8. v 3
QUESTIONS.
INTRODUCTORY.—\Where was Jesus going in our
last leason ? At what season of the year? Where
did he rest?  \With whom did he have a long con-
versation ' On what subject ?

d SUBJECT : SOWING AND REAPING.

L. FIRST SOWING. — Personal [mvitations 1o
CArist (vs. 27-20).—Where were Jesus' disciples
during his conversation? At what did they marvel
on their return? Why? What did the Samarnitan
woman now do? \What did ske tell her feliow.
townsmen ? th these rather than strangers?
What can you do in inviting men to Jesus ?

cpites,”  Notwithstanding thir, most hopefulistbe
report from another part of the same field which
declares, aver another signatore, that */the Gospel
is MNithlully preached "—showing that faithful

preaching and troubles may be found together.
X. SPIRITUAL LIFE.

On this subject let some of the reports speak for
themaelves, Onesayn:* Thereis,however,a great
want of true vital godliness in our congregations,yet
by a diligent use of the ministry of the ward we ex-

<t to enjoy much spiritual improvement, . . We

ave very great need of an earnest prayerfulness of
spicit, in order to dryw dowa the promised blessing

od is willing to bestow. May He grant us wil.
lingness to pray for it,” From one who always
sends in an extra good report § glean the following :
1 am working harder this winter than ever I did
before.  The machinery is going, but we grntly
need the *oil.' But wo get that far the asking.”
Another says : * The spiritval life of tho congre.
Fnuon is improving, but stillthere {s great need for
mprovement. The business and pleasures of the
world have & sirong grip on many.” One repont
declares, * There is not much desire lo talk about
Christ or to confess Him.” 1In another report wa
find the following extraordinary yet mostencourag-
ing statement: ‘' We have no tippling chus
members.” e must say, “ Happy is that congre.
gation that is in such a case, yea, happy is that
Eeople whose God is the Lord.,” e tippling

hurch member is found in too many congreqas
tions. O that the time may come, and that soon,
when he shill take his place with the fossil masto.
don and the extinct dodo, and no longer disgrace
our Chzistianityl He is, we believe, rapldly pass.
ng away. “ The old order changeth and Emh
lace tothe new " in this as in many other things,
n the whole, durinf the past year, ** The Lord
hath done great things for us, whereof we are
glad.' Tt has beena Ieur of blessing and of sub.
stantisl growth, Hard times In the commercial
world are genenlly good times in the religious
wotld, and 1 question whether tbiy year is any ex-
ception to that rule. Lat us look on the bright side
of things. The promises of God enjoin us 30 to
do. " Let us not be weary in well doing ; for in
due season we shall reap if we faint not,” “ Be.
hold the days come, saith the Lord, that the plow-
man shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of
gr:res him that soweth seed ; and the mountains
shall drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt."
May the Lord **hasten it in His time."”

Marck 10, 1886,
——————

THErE is & great deal of aspiration towards the
English hamlet bad just bestowed an alms spen

ye. Thomas, thank ye,” said the
rar went on fervently, * May e give ita place

leaven--ay, this very night.” ** Hold1 Thomas.”"

. If:a.s;-r };m&m(;.RWhu_ nls |b7 effect of her
invitaticn ¢re they wise in going to Jesus to
learn @ore? \What does Paul s‘ay l‘boutj somng
snd reaping? (Gal. 6. 7, 8,; 2 Cor. g: 6; What
is sald in the Paalms? (Ps.126: ¢, 6) s some
ood effect sure to follow froin inviting others to
hrist? Can we have the harvest unleas we do
the sowing ?

11, SECOND SOWING.— Working for Christ (vs.
31:34).—What did Jesus reply when aked to eat
the tread beought by his disciples? \What was
the food “that they knew not"? Can we have
Ll':’t. l’o;)d? Does working for Christ refresl cur

ies

SECOND REAPING (vs, 35-38). —How long was
it before the harvest 7 How near wan the spiritual
harvest?  What were the *fields white to the
harvest 2 What are the “wages™ of those that
reap? \What is * the fruit unto eternal life”? Who
had sown the harvest the disciples were to resp ?
What is life eternal?  Was this harvest eternal
life in themselves or in others? Do the unknown
sowers of good seed have as much 10 do with the
haryest as the rcag:n? \What comfort for many
in this? Wy is the harveat atime of rejoicing ?

LIl THiRD SOWING.—FaifA (39, 40).— Why
did the Samaritans believe on Jesus 7 \Was thisa

ood foundation for faith? What two things did
tlead them to do? (vs 30, 42)

THIRD RIAPING (vs. 48, 43}—How long did
Jesus remain at Sychar? at was he probabl
doiog during this time? \What two results of thely
faith do wo sce? (vi. 40, 41.) Why did they
believe now? What did they believe? \Was this
a better foundation than the other? Is there any.
thing so belpful to faith as & personal acqurintance
with Jesus and expetience of his salvation? Is
Le‘ms a better Saviour to us because he is tbe
Saviour of the world ?

PRACTICAL SUCGESTIONS.

1. Those that sow shall reap what they sow.

It. Only by sowing good seed can there be a
harveat o Jood.

I11. Invite all you can, especially those nearest
you, to come to Christ.

1V. God feeds our spirits through work for him
and our fellow-men.

V The harvest of souls is always ready to be
gathered.

V1. A little faith well used leads to greater
faith and brings us into communion with Jesus,

VII. Let us place our failh more and more on
the foundation of personal acquainlance with
Jesus and hls Gospel,

Rxview EXERCISE.—(For the whole school in
concert,) 5. What did the aritan woman do
when she had found the Saviour? Axs, She went to
her towrsmen and invited them to go to Jesus.
6. \What does Jesus say was his food? Avs (Re-
peat v. 34) 7. Whenis the spiritual harvest? Axs,
(Repeat v, 35.) 8 What is the reward of those
who sow and reap this harvest? ANg, (Fepeat v.
36) 9. \What harvest was pathered dunng the
two days at Sychar? ANS. Many of the Samari.
tans became Christians.

PHOTOGRAPHS are taken lo Caps Town, Africa,
of all persons twice convicted of drunkenness,
which are sent to all saloon keepers, with orders

That fs the kind of religion we want—the religion

may it be so, May the exprience of one congre: | not an early date.—S. S, Timer,

not 1o sell thewe persons any more liquor — The
Warckman, P Y 9



