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ditions have boen tly improved, Expsases have everywhere been
reduced, and atﬂomngmy is boing practiced in domestis lifo. Con-
gregations exorted thomsalves to wipo ou$ arrears in salary and to
reduco debts on church buildinga ; and the ontlook now is more
hopeful.

PXt the time of writing, it Isaunounced that tho Remedial Biliis
to bo withdrawn. By an ovuwhelming mljnrlg tho poople of
Manitoba at tho last provinoial election declared their oH)oultlon to
Soparate Schools. Thic opposition is confined to no political party
nor even to mombers of Protostant churches. Tho peoplo areop d
to theso schools, bocausosuch schools confer privileges on ono Church
denied to other Churches, and so contravens the dootrino of Equal
Righta; becauso in Soparafo Schools tho dogmas of the Roman
Catholio Church are taught at the publio oxpenss, which is subversive
of tho principle that thero is no stato Church in Oanada ; becauso
Separate Schools mean the oducation of the rising generation apart
from each other, aud the accentuation of race and roliglous lines that

rovent that fusion and assimilation so important in every atate ;
use such schools, when in oxistence, wore not efficient, and henco
illitoracy ; because in a aparsely settled country the mainteoance of
a double systom {s 80 oxpenaivo that the efficioncy of all schools is
apt to euffer ; because the poople think that the preseat agitation is
largoly confined to tho Hisrarchy of the Roman Catholic Church, and
that the laity, with the oxcoplion of those living in onc or two
oentres, would prefor National to Sopsrate School. The more the
subject isinquired into the clearor it becomes that tho people at the
timo of tho union did not ask for Separate Schools; that clause 7 in
the Bill of Rights No. 4 was a forgery; that the School
legislation of 1871 was umugglod throngh the House in its
dying days, au offer being made to the leader of the Opposition
o{n plese in the Cabinet of the Province if he would not opposs
the measure. The bribe was rofused, but a majority passed
the Bill. The plo contond that Privy Council upbeld the
constitutionality of the Actof 1880, that tho ** grisvance *’ axistingis
technical, and that the imposition of Separate Schools on the Provincs,
agaiust tho determined opposition of the people, would inflict & more
seriou gricvance still. Tho Proviacial Goveroment offered to allow
the uso of the school houses for religious purposex at the ¢lcse of cach
dey. and to close the schools at 8.30 p.m. for the pu ;s or to
secularize the schoolr cntirely, and leave the teaching of religion to the
Home snd the Church. The peoplo of Manitoba, moreover, maiutain
that 20,000 people had o right in 1871 to bind the hands of 200,000
in 1890, when conditions have wholly changed. The dead hand bas
tied tho living too long. Progressive states do not go to the graveyard
for their legislation.
Dr. Robertson's roport is nngglemontod by one {rom Rev..Mr.
Gordon, in which tho work of the Church is tersely described,

MISSION TO LUMDERMEN,

Mr. M. H. Scott contributes tho portion of the report relating to
work smong the lumbermen, as fcllows :—Thls department of the
Homo Mission work of our Church has been carridd on the samo lines
as former yoars. The aim of this Soiiety is to snpgly good litersturo
for thouseof the nfeninthoshanties. This is distributed gratuitously.
Theroe were not any collections taken v in the shantissshislast year,
a3 our Misdonariesall seem to think the same abont this watter, that
tho many haogry collectors who go from cam). to camp are producing
very harmful offects upon the men. There has hsen a farthful and
widospread distributioa of our literatore in all parts ¥ the great lamber
districts of Ootarioand Qaebec. Owing to the fact that we now have
our own Ministers and Missionaries in all parts of tho ficld, we are able
to do careful and thorough work, such as was impossiblo a few years
ago. Wo distribnte literature in French, English and Gaelic. “Tho
Hav. A. McLaren, of Rivor Deaett, writea :—* Your literatureis of the
greateat assistance to me. In fact I might quit work in this field
altogother if 1 did not haveit. 1t bas holped this winter to introduce
me into about 150 horues, depots, shanties, aud far away places.” We
have had i all some twenty wmen giving their assistance in the work
this last wintor. Receipts aud expenditure for the year about $329,

From Oatarioand Qreboc are detailed reports, gonerslly of & most
satisfactory character, but too voluminous for extended reforcnce. The
summing ug iz a3 follows :—The Comnmittes in closiog their repsrt for
tho year, while gratefal for the congregational contributions recsived,
Bavo atill to lamont that many of tho tission Stations supported by
the fund gave little or nothing in return, while at the same time con-
tribating to other schomes ; and that the awounts sent by many of
tho regular congregations are 20 swall towards the support of a scheme
which 8o vitally affects the vory life eod advavcemsnt of Preabyterian-
ism in the Dominfon. But for the assistance given by the British
churches, and sjecial donations, there wonld bave been this Foara large
deficit. As thoss ave always more or less uncertain from year to year,
the revenuo from our cougregations and indiridnal members shonld be
such as will enablo the Commitles to meost all demands made mpop it.
There sro always apecial casos that can bo adrantageomsly helped, and
important fields that can be occupied by the help of such spocizl be-
?ncsu Ay may como into their hands over and above the regularrevenns
rom the Churchos,

Eastery Secriox,
Tao report for tho Eastorn Seciion prescnted by Messts. John
“4cilan and P. M. Morrison is as follows : .
Fifty-two citechists, mostly atudents, were at work dariop the
summet, seved wers empleyed continneonly duripg the winter, an% ten
otheis dbring thros weeks of the Christmas holidays, They labored
within the buunds of all tho Presbyterics except P, E. Iiland. Abont
ono-filth of them wero placed in charge of orgenized congregations,
which, through financial weakness or some other canse, were nnable to
obtain ministera, There are abonut forty atrictly catechist Selda—that
hgmu? of small atations unable to raise the necessary amount to
pace them on the list of ordsined wmisionary charges or augmented
foogregativns.  Soms of these aro growing yery hopefuily, and will ere
bn%‘:: in a pasition to bavoa miniater over them all &a time. In
the Preabytery of Sydrey, Lonisbarg is napidly devalopivg. Io the
Freatytery of Invernna, Bsddeck Forka aboold soon bea congregation,

.The Presbyterian Review.

In the Presbytery of Picton, Country and Issac’s Harbors, and Bar+
ney’s River, aro aiming to be placed under the charge of ordained mis-
sfonaries, aud Ferrona hes called & minister. In tho Pm‘lxtery qf
Halifax, the North-West Arm and Rookingham have obtaiued an or-
dained missionary. In St. John Pnubyug, there is a number of

laces that are resdy for the transition. Fairville and QGrand Bay
{:ne taken the step.” Of Waterford, and conuected staticns, the cate-
chist says : ¢ The poople of Watsrford are orecting & new church, and
the peopla of all parts of the field are looking forward to having a cone

regation organized and a pastor settled.” Thus by earofully nartar-
§ng tho weak stations, they gradually riso to the strength snd dxgnit‘y
of self-relisnt thargos, and become important factors in tho Church’s
R er m}’xm{ak' ty of laborers, but ou the contrary, more

There has been no scarcity of laborers, but ou the con 0
v > ministersand catechists
j have been sesking

work that could be em-
ployed by the Com.
mittee,

Much work bas been
done, and doubtlesy
much good accomplish-
ed, through the etforts
of thesgents employed.
Twenty-nice ordatned
ministers have been on
tho roll tor the supply
of vacancies. Sovea-
teen of these wero
called and settled
during the year, four
romoved from our
bounds, two are under
call and will soon be
settled, and the re-
walining six are’ with uy
yot.

Thirteenordained
winisters were located
the wholo of the year
as misslonaries, and
four about halt of the

- 1y‘ea.r. Twomof the
- ttor acoe calls
Rev. Junx MoMivuay, B. D. from their %dda, and

Conmener Homs Mission, Eastern Section, wore settled as regu[u

astors—tho other two went on tho roll for the supply of vacancies.

Q’mnt congregations are supposed to receive, and for the moat part
do receivo, a large part of their supply from tho Presbyteriss, who
secure men for this work monthly from' the Home Mission Com-
mittee. Thls is an importacs part of our Home work, and i the
means of bringiag together in = orderly way the fields needing
pastors and the min:sters desiring cuigTegstions. Every year a
number of happy settlements are in this way effected. 1tis most
deairable that this order of.procedure should be as little izterfered
with as poaaible, It would bs {or tka jnterests of all concerned, if
ministers giviog up sheir charges would go on the roll for supply,
and if all the Presbyteties would require their vacant charges to take
at lcast one-half of their sapply from the men furnished to themi
monthly by the H, M. Commattee.

Tho old difficaity under oursystem of supply by catechists, namely,
a long wintor's silence, has not been futly overcome. Butto some ex=
tent 1t is met by the fdelity of Presbyteries. They arrangs in the
fall for a systematic supply, perhaps only monthly or bi-monthly, but
at loast regular,.o! nearly all tueir tields. Tho Home Mission Commit-
tee, at the autumn moeting, Teceive a report from tho Presbyteries of-
the arrangemouts they have made, and uss ail their influehce to have
the Gospa! preached occasionally to all our mission stations. -

The Syuod, atits last meeting, had beforo it the plan proposed by
the Committze for a Church Bailding Fuod applicable to ‘zll parts of
the Cburch 202 benefited by the Huuter Fund ; and seat the matter to
Presbyteries, to be reported on to next Synod, when it is hoped the
schewe can boset on foot, and aid be given to weak £elde in supplyisg
themselves with places of worship.

The Superintendent, in the Preabytery of St. Jobn, continuea to

ive the highest satiafaction to tho Yreabytery and the Commutiee.”

a the representation of the Preabytery, the Committes have assumed

tho wholoof his salary, namely, $1,000, and the funds raised by the
Womzn's Home Mission Society will be given to tho fund, specially
for the parpose of paylog supplements &s Jar as it will go, withia the
Preabytery. The Preabytery believe that the Society will raise at”
least $600. The Committee while heartily thanking them for the'
liberal collections they havo heretofore raised, take this opportunity”
of urging them to increase the nomber of their auxilisries, and
multiply the amount of their giving, 20 a3 tomeot, in some adecquste
degree, tho large draits on tho Homo Missjon. Fund for the support
of the mission fields within the Presbytery,

The Homo Aission Fand closed the year with a debt of £3,680.77.
The debt at the beginning of the year was $2,677.74 ; a0 that we have
goue bebind during the year one thonsand dollars, The reccipts for
tho use of oar Eastern work ate $10,837.71, three dollars below those
of tho previous year. Oae thousand dollars of this amount came from
bequests and donations. Among the donors are the Freo Church of
Scotland, who in herlove for her children in these provinces, sent
£160atg. to help to provide the Word of Lifs for the needy, and an
Bdinbur&h Nova Sootian, to whom Foreign Mimlons and Aged
Riniaters’ Fund, as well as ths Home Mision Fond, are indebtad for
£25 atg. each. These gifts from abroad are most cheering, snd
ocught to atimulate our poople at homs to much greater liberality
tlan has been yet shown. Unless Iarger collectious are given by onr
peuple the we-k must be cartailed.  Presbyterios are comstantly
urgx:g the Committes to furnish ordained men and catechists, in

autlicent numbera to orertake the vait work needing to badone, and

the Cowvmittee, realizing that onr Progrees 33 a Church depemds on




