FOR THE SABBATH SCHOOL.

International S. S. Lesson.

Lrsson VII.—Jesus srvore PiiaTe. —May 19.
Mark, xv, 1-15,

Gorbex Text. —**But Jeeus yot answared nothing; o that
Pilato marvolled.””—Mark xv. 5.

Cextiat. TruTIL —Clér(x‘:s(t] grn gambl;;:%?s‘%hich l? 5

0 , V. 1.5,

asavss.—Tho AQEryr, CROICE, v. 6.15.

138 AND Prack.—Early Friday morning, April 7, A.D. 30, in
tho jadgmont hull of Pilato at Jerusalem.

HanMoxy.- Matt, xxvii. 1.2, 11-26. Luke, xxiii. 1.7, 13-25
John, xvii1. 28 40, xix. 1-16,

IxTRODUCTORY. —During Josus’ trinl Petor denied knowing Him.
After the third donial Josue turned and looked at Peter, who went
out and wept bittorly. The council adjourned till day-break. At
daswn 1t again assembled and formally confirmed tho death-sentence
passed at tho night eession, Josus was then lod to Pilate. Judas,
in remorse, now returned the money he had received, and wont
und haogod hir.self. Pilate examined Jesus and pronounced Him
innocent. Learaing that Ho wasa Galilcan, he seut Him to Herod,
who was then at Jorusalom, but Jesus would answer uone of
Herod's questions. Horod sont Him back to Pilate, who aftor
vainly trying to release Him, delivered Him to bo econrged. ‘The
soldiers took Jasus aud mocked Him. Pilate finally yielded to the
Jews' demand and delivered Him to ba crucified.

Tee Accosep Cunist, v. 1-6.—The firat light of day was but
tinting the eastern eky, when the Sanhedrin harriedly assembled
to mako formal their condemnation of the divine prieoner. Thoy
had sentenced Him to death, but not having tho right to carry aut
their sentenco, and desirous that is shonld be effected by the igno.
minious way of the oross, they bonnd Him with a cord abount His
neok, and lod Him away to I'late tho Roman proourator who had
come down from Cmiarea to Jorusalem, to preserve order daring
the Passover season. Pilate was a oold, scoptical and vacillating
Roman, incapsble ol recognizing trne nobility or parity. He had
a suprems contempt for the Jewish religion and institutions which
ho was not reserved in manmfesting. Knowing tais the ralers
brought charges againat Christ before him apart altogether from
thu religious chargos thoy had considered in condemning Him at
the Sanbedrin trial. Theso acousations were cleverly put, and
throefold in charaoser, viz.,, 1. He was a mover of sedition. 2 He
prohibited paying tribute. 3 He claimed to be the King of the
Jews. There was of course no truth in any of them in the mean-
ing wished to bo conveyed to Pilate’'s mind, and 80 he found in his
conversation with Christ reported in Jno. xviii. 23.37. Pilate would
then have diecharged the Master in completo acquittal had beactod
as a jast judge, but wanting to ploass tho Sanhedrin ho brought
Christ out from the hall of triaf before His gccusers, would not
enter for fear of defilement. It was then that Josus becameaeilent.
He would not utter a word in reply to this mob of envious, mulicious
and murder wishing rulers, priests and scribes. Their impreca.
tions and aconssations wore false, they were not worthy of denial.
It is a striking picture we gaze upoo. Oa the steps of the judge-
ament hall stand tho judge and his prisoner. The judge, a strong,
stalwart Roman with a cold, bard face, clouded by a took of per-
plexity ; tho prisoner slight and grace!ul in figure, with a face sad
ot tender and withall composed in expression. Below surges a
mob of excited people, shouting, they know not what, with noisy
roitteration., Here and thore, scattered through the crawd may bo
seon the pricsts and ralers, inciting and inflamiog the Ecoplo to
more {urions and mandatory sxpression of their bate. Pilate by
tiis presence stills the crowd for a timo ; only from here and there
oorue bitterly worded accusations against thosilent prisoner. The
judge is surprised, startled at His calmuess. Before ho had smiled
pityingly on this claimant for regal honors, now he marvels in
amazement at the kingly majesty of His appearance. Itis a pic-
ture of striking contracts. Pilate, pricsts, people, prisoner. Strange,
ia is pot, the prisoner stands nbovo them all, u picture of innocence,
purity and love. Ecce-Homo—Behold tho Man!

Tur AwrivL Croick, V. 6.15.—We need not pass from contem-
plation of this dramatioc scene ; it hag only become more intenso.
Pilato has made the suggestion that, in nccordance with custom,
he should roleaso thisg man in whom bo found no fault. The mob,
instigated by the priests, refose his offer, and demand Barabbas, a
robber and murderer. Strango is it that they seek Christ’s death
ostensibly on the grounds of His beiog a mover of sedition, aud
now ory for the releaso of Barabbas who was soffering imprison-
mont as a leador of rebellion. Such is tho inconsistency of the
opponents of truth. It is an awefal choice. Barabbas instead of
Christ ; he who took lifo rather than He who gave ; he who eowed
soode of hato rather than He who planted tho heart with love; ho
who maimed rather thas He who healed ; ho who was foe to God
rather than God’s Son. ** Releaso unto us Barabbas, away with
Christ! His blood be upon us and upon our children!” Awefal
choice, awefal assamption of gailt, {nllowed, a8 it was, by asawefal
a rotribution. Jndas hanged himsolf ; Pilate suicided ; Herod died
in exilo and infamy ; Caiphas noxt yoar was doposed ; tho house of
Aunas somo yosrs lator was destroyed by an angry mob and his
son dregged through tho atreots to his doath , thirty years aftor on
this vory spot somo 3,600 Jows wera scourged and craoified, among
whom wore somo of tho best citizena of Jerusalom, and at tho
destraction of tho city many of those who had cried ** Crusily
Him 1" and thousands of shoir children wora bratally pat todeath,
whilo it is belicved, overy Christian escapod! What an awefal
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wer ig that of choico, whioh wo must all of us oxeroise. May
jod give ue strength 1o choose Him aund His Truth at all cost, and
no matter what tho apparent consequonces, * Chooso yo this day
whom yo will sorvo.”

Notesoy Tt Texr.—V. 1. Pilate,—Governor of Judea by Roman
appointment. Y. 6. 1hat seast,—Tho Passover. Releused,—wao
accustomoed to release. V. 7. Burublus, - Son of Abbus, a promi.
nent robel againes Roman power, V. 13, Cruuifi,—Tho Roman
form of capital punishment,

Application and Illustration.
Wit Cax I Do?

BKE Jrsus a8 Kina, v. 2. Jesus did not look much like a king
then—as e stood thore, His hands shackled, and w cord abous His
neck. Pilate's question sounds like ridionle. Yot Jesus answered
**Yes, I am o king." Whero was His kingly power? \Whero was
e throne? Whore did His kingdom lie? These quesations aro
not hard to anawer now. Millions bow before Him and worship
Him as King of thoir soule. In heaven He 16 hunored and adored
a8 King of kinge. On earth, too, His sway is felt ovea whoro 1t ia
not acknowledged. Righteousness and truth and love and grace
are tho qualitios of Hisreign. Doos He 8o reign in your lifo ?

Cnooskr, Tur WonLp on Cnmisr, Waica? v, 9.14.—You must
chooso, and 1t must be for ono or other, 1t cannot be for both.
James tolls us that those who are friends of the world aro enomies
of Chriss. Which do you wish for a {riecnd? Which for an
enemy? The world passes away with all its so-called joys and
pleasures, but Christ and those who aro His abide forover, Yon
need not think you can postpone the choice ; that is not possible.
For if you have not actually and deliberately choson Christ you
have r¢jected 1, whether you like to think so or not.

CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR.

Pilate.

First Day—Friendly with Herod—ILuke xxiii, 6-12.

Second Day—Shifting responsitility—John xviii, 28-32.

Third Day—What is truth 2—John xviii, 33.38.

Fourth Day—A warning—DNMatt, xxvii, 19 24,

Fifth Day—Benold the ban !-—John xix, 1.7.

Sixth Day—Not Crosar’s friond—Johoxix, §.16.

Seventh Day—Tar Story or Piuate axp 118 Wannixas—Matf,

xxvil. 11.26.

Praver MreTine Torie, May 19 - “Tnr Storv or Pluatk axp
118 WWanNinGs,” Matt. xxvii. 11-26.  Tho story of Pilate is indeed o
sad and terrible ono. Boyond the New Testament nccount ho
figures but little 10 history, we simply learn of hin recall to Romno
and subsequent suicide. His lifo is a striking warning agawst the
dangor of tnifling with conecientions convigtions, and not acting at
once upon the principle of evident justiceand duty. JIowasafraid
of men. Dread of the accusations of the Jows, ** I'hou art not
Croar's friend," the angor of the IXmperor, and his consequont losa
ot power and position, prompted to hand over to death Him of
whose innocence he was convinced, and whom indeed he had
sought to deliver. Whon once the Jews, dotcrmined on their pur.
pose by bitter hatrad and envy, saw that ho was unstable and
vacillating, his delays and proposed compromises wero of no avail.
They wero asetrong in their desiro and demand for tho death of
the innogent, a8 ho was wenk in his support of justico and trath.
Only fixed principles based upon the eure foundations of cternal
right, could have enabled FPilate to rcaist the threatening and
coercive demande of an angry mob. And theso fixed principles he
did not possess. \Whatever sense af justico or compassion ho may
have had was overcomo by his sclfishnoss, diplomacy and cymcal
anbolief, And so ho has become 1n history the embodiment of all
those qualitics a judge should nof posscss.

Jusior Toric, May 19, —Hririna ovn Cnorcn.  How can We?

Ruts.
Pavkr Oxg.  WoaT are Toey?

Rats ars holes in the road of progress 1atv which the wheols of
many s Christian Indeavor chariot bave shpped, and driven co
heavily that they were nigh to have stopped revolving altogother.
Inact, mo thinks, some fow C.E. chariots that at first did ron
well, have ceagoq to teavel altogother owing jaet to these holes or
groovos in the read. The sad thing is that tho rats are oft times
it not indecd always mado by the folly or lack-spirit-charactor of
the chariotecrs thomselves, who instoad of driving ateadily on along
tho road of progress that leads to tho Colestial City, drivobackand
forth over tho same shart epace until thoy have worn it into holes,
from which they find it almost impossible to extricato their wheele,
Thoso ruts aro sonrces of great loss to tho King's mosscogers who
travel this road in theeo ohariote. NMuach timo is lost, much

aticnce, and much onergy , and this is serions sinco the King's

veioess noeds haste. Another ead resolt is that sometimes thoy
wbo are travelling towards tho Colestial City in these chariots grow
weary of tho journey thas rendered tedious, and leave the chariot,
soma pever to return, and some, alar, never to reach tho City at
all. Thas the avoidance of theso dangerous holes becomes an im-
portant consideration, and ono wo will take up in a futoro paper,
together with the gaostion how may they bo gotten out, baving
onco slipped in.



