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International S. S. Lesson.

LESSON VII.-Just.'s 1-OltrR Pli ATL.-MAY 19.
Mark. .rv. 1-15.

Cot.iy., TrXT. -"But Jeaus yet unewed nothing; sa that
Pilato marvelled.".-Mark xv. 6.

CeTRAL i.tUTII. -Christ or Barabbas-Whioh?

ANA.sus.-Tho AcWcL> CROICE V. .5
Pi~a tia>.tc.-Eariy Friday marong, April 7, A.D. 30, in

thé jcaugmns hall ai Plate at Jerueam.
lAitio.4y. - Malt. xxvii. 1.2. il 26. Luke. xxiii. 1.7, 18-25

John, xviii. 28 40, xix. 1-10.
1NTRtoDUrOIt.-DuringJeeue' trial Peter danied knowing Huim.

After the third déniai Jeans turnad snd iooked at Peter, who went
out and wept bittorly. Thé counoail adjourned tili day-break. At
datvn Ai again aesembleid and tormally confirmed thodoath.eentanae
puaued aithé night session. Jease vns the lad ta Pilate. Judas,
in remorse, now returnéd the manay ho bail raceived, and went
and hWDgod hir.délf. Pilate examina Jce3un and pronoanced Huim
innocent. Learaing that Hé wa a Galiloan, hée seut Humn t Ilerod.
who was the» at Jeruealem. but Jeans wouid anser nona of
Harod's quastione. Harod sont Hire hack to Pilate. wvho alter
vainiy tryang ta release Him, dalivered Him to bo scourged. The
soldiers took Jeuse and moaked Rirm. Pilate flually yieided ta thé
Jewe' demand ax;d daiivored lmr ta hi oruéified.

TUE AccoSso CUIIRST, v. 1-5. -The girog light 01 day ws but
tinting the estern sky, when thé Sanhedrin hurriedly assembléd
ta make formai tiroir condamnation 0f the divine prisoner. Théy
had santenaed lm ta death, but nlot haviug thé right ta carry nul
their sentence, and desirous that is ahoula bo effeciéd by thre igue.
minions way o! thé aras, they baund lIim withi a oa>rd about Hie
nealé, and led Hima away ta Pailate thé Roman pracurator who had
cames down tram Can3area ta Jeruealé'n, ta préserve order duriug
thé Paeeover soaqon. Pilato wss a wl~d, scoptical sali vaoillatlng
Roman, incapsble of recognizing trno nobiiity or purity. Hé hart
a supremno cantémpt for the Jewieh religion and institutions whioh
ho was not rossrvéd iu mauîféstiug. Knowing Ijii thé raiera
brought ohargea againet Christ befare him apart aitogether fram
thu religione charges théy had considéred lu candémning fim ai
thé Sanhedrin trial. Thèse socstiont were clévcriy put, and
threétold iu oharsoter, viz., 1. Hé wae a mover of aédition. 2 Hie
prahibitéd paying trahute. 3 Héo olaimcd ta ha thé Ring af thé
Jéws. Thora was of course no truth in auy of thora lu thé nioan*
ing wioed ta bé aonveyed ta Pilaté's mind, aud no hé faund in hin
canversation with Christ réported in Jua. xviii. 23.37. Pilaté wouid
thon have disabargad théMasterilucampléto acquittai had héaciéd
as a juet judge. but wauiing ta pieasé thé Sanhadrin ho brought1Christ out tram thé hall ai trial haeora Hie accusera, wouid not
enter for lear af defilement. It was thon ihat Jésus beamoe uent.
Hé would ualutter awordilureply tathie roboaienviaus, tiilicoua
aud murar wishing rulére, priets and scribes. Their impreca.
tiens sud accussations wore f£aisé, they wero not warthy of denial.
Xt is a strikiug picture wé gazé upon. On thé stepe af thé judgo.
.mant hall stand thé judgé aud hie prisonor. Thé judge., setrang,
.stalwart ]Roman with a cold, bard face, alouded hy a look of pur.
.plcxity ;the prisoner slight and gracelul lu figure. wîth a face ead
.701 tender aud withali compaaed in expression. ]3élow surgée a
.mob af exciai! people, ahouig, théy know uat what, tvith noiey
,roittsration. Hère ana thoré, scattéred through thé cr.wd may ho
sieén thé priesîs sud ruiera. inciting sud infisming thé people ta
imore forions aud mandatary expression af their hale. Pilate by
tais présence stille thée crowd for a timeo; only tramn hère aud thore
oar.a bittorly wordad accusations againet the siuent prisonuor. ThA
judage le sur pri sed, startléd atI Hie cal mues. l3eforé ho had emiled
pilyingly on Ibis clainnt for régal honore, now hé marvele in
amazaent at thé kingly majesty af Hie appéairance. It ie a pio-
tare ai st ri king ontracta. Piiate, prias, people, prigoner. Straugé,
le it uat, thé priéoner stands ibovo themt all,apicture of innocence,
purlty aud love. Ecec.Honto-l3ehold the Man 1

Tur. AWEI-UL CuaICIC, v. 0.15.-Wo need nlot paon front contem-
plation af Ibis dramatia cocusé; it has only hécomo more intense.
Pilate bau mode the suggestion that, lu accordanco with custom.
hé aboula rcleaso Ibis mari lu whom hé found no faul. Thé mob,
inetigated by thé priestv, ref use bis aller, snd demaud Blarsbbas, a
rolboer aud murdérer. Sîrangé e i ibtat they seek Chriet's deaili
oslensibiy on thé gronade of Hie béiug a rnovér af sédition, aud
now cry for thé roessecof Barabbs wha was soffériug imprison.
mont as a leader of rébellion. Such le thé inconsisteucy of the
opponents ai truth. Il le su awéf aI choioe. Barabbias instead ar
Christ héb who took life rallier than Hé mrho gavé; ho wbo esawad
aeede oi baie rather than le who plsntcd thé heart wath lave ho
wha maimad rathér that Hée who hoaid ; bié who was fo ta Gad
raîhèr Iban Gad'a Sou. -Hlasse unta us Barabbs, awsy waîlî
Christ 1 Hie hlood hé upan us and upon aur cbildrau i Awéfual
chaice. awefoal assomption oaf ailt. fnllowed. as it was,byas awofual
a reirihutiaa. Judas hauged hiaeif ; P'iatesuicidéd ; 1Herod daed
in exile and inisrny ; Caiphas uext yésr ws deosed ; thé bouse of
Aunas coa yéars later was destrayod by au augry mob aud hie
so!, drraged through thé Pircels Io bat doath. tbirty years slter on
thie very spot eomés .600 Jews warA saourRed and oraoified. arcong
whcai wero some af thé best aitizens of Jerusaiom, and ai thé
déstruction of thé city aau of those wha hart craéd -1 Cruaity
Hlm 1Il "asd thausauds of thoar chidren wera brutsliy put tuodcath.
whilo it le believed, avezy Christian ecape 1 What un awef ai

poer is that of ahoice, wvhioh ire muet aIl af ns exercice. )Tay
cdgivo us elrengtli ta chooso Hlm sud Ilie Truth et ail cost, sud

no mattèr whlat thée apparent conséqueucce, IlChooso ye thie day
whém yé wili serve."

NOrES ON Tilt TF.XT.-Y. 1. I'iZaîa'-Gnvernor of Jadea by Romnan
appointaient. V. 6. zhuiri auvr darI-a
.accuetoruod ta relcase. V. 7. 12.ratba, -Son of Abuse,. a prami.
neut rebel agaiust Roman paower. V. 13. Cri4II.q,-The Roman
fermai capital puniehment.

Application and Illustration.
WIIAT CAN I DO?

st:e: Jssus As Rsv. 2. jésus dia nat look much liké a king
then-se lia etoud thore, Hie hande si-ackied, sud aL cord about Hie
ueck. Pilate's question saunde liké ridicule. Yet Jesus anewoed
"IYen. I arn a king." Wharé iras Hie klngly powrer? %Vbcre was
li@s tbréné? WVhore did His léangdom lie? Thèse questions are
not bard ta nswér naw. Millions hoir bafora Iim and worehip)
Ilim as King ai théir saule. In beavan He as lionoréd aud adored
s King of kinge. On éarth, too, Hie eway is fait évea ivieré il ln

uat acknowladged. Rightcousnces aud truth aud lové sud grecs
are thé qualitie of Hlie reign. Doa]so areigu in yoir lita?

OnioosR. Tant WOIILO axa CIIIIIST, WîCU? v. 9.14.-YaU Muet
ehloaso, aud il mnuet hé for one or othar, Al cannai hé for bath.
James talle un that those irbo arc f riende of thé world are enémiés
of Christ. WVlioh do you wish for a f riand ! Which for an
ènamy ? Thé world passas away ivita ail its eo-called joye sud
plessuree, bal Christ sud those irbo arc Hie shido farever. Yon
need nlot îhink yaa cean postpone thé choice ; that is uat passible.
For if you havé ual actualiy sud déhhberateiy chasen Christ yen
have rerdi lit, irbéthér you liké ta think su or uat.

CHRIS T/A N ENDEA L'OR.
Pilate.

Firfit Day-Friendly with Ilerod-luko xxiii, 0-12.
Second Day-Shifting responsihlity-Johu xviii, 28-32.
Third Day-Whst ie truth ?-John xviii. 33.38.
Fourth Day-A wsrning-Msitt. xxvii, 19 24.
Fifala Day-Bénoid thé bien 1-Jahu xix, 1.7.
Sixth Day-Not Crc3ar's frienul-Johunxix, 9 16.
Sevenib D)ay-Tnt: Sroîxv or lPILATE ANDa ITS ~~aio-at

xxvia. 11.20.
Pauvrn ran Toie, May 19 - IlTaii, Sonny car Pi LAT>: ASi>

iTs W.iisas." Iilatt. xxvii. 11l20. Thé story af ilaate le indeed s
sad aud terrible one. lléyond tiré Newr Testameant acotaut lié

fgrsut litIle in history. ire simply learu of lain recail ta Rainé
sud susquent suicidé. flie life is a elriking warning against thé
danger of trîling iath conscientious convictions, sud ual actîing aI
once upon thé prinoilîll af évidant justiceanudduty. Ilowassfrsid
ai mon. Dread af thé accusations of thé Jéws.,"Thon art not
Cmat.'e friand." thé angor of thé Emparor, sud hie conséquent lue
ai powrer sud position, prompted to baud ovor ta deatil Ilim of
irliasé innocence hé iras conviuced, snd wiiom indcéd ho hoa
souglil ta daliver. Whén once thé Jeire, détermincd on iheir pur.
pose by bitter hatred sud envi-, saw ihat hé iras unelable sud
vaciilating, bis délaye and praposed comproisies vrére of no avail.
They irero as sîrong lu thair désiré sud dernand for thé desih of
thé innocent. s bc ras wéaak lu hig support ai justice aud trulli.
Only fixéd princîples baea'd upon thé sure foandations af eternaI
right, could havé énabled Pilate ta rcsxst the tharéaténing aud
coercive demnande o a a ngry moh. And thèse fixed principles hé
did no% passess. WVhataver soe af justice or compassion ho may
havé had iras avercoomo hy hie sîfishus, diplomaoy sud cynical
unhelief. And so ho bas becom an history thé embodirnant ai ail
thasé qualities a judgé ahould nol passéest.

Jiusiox Topic, Msy o9-I:.iu t Cnuaxcaî. How CAS% Ws?

Ruts.
PArES O.s . WuiT ASt: Taiicï

Ruts are bales iu thé roa oi pragréesa i which thé wheéie af
mauy a Christian J.ndeavar chariot hava eiiippcd, aud drivé» tu
hoavîiy that they wirr uîgb ta, bave stappaid revolving altogether.
Iu iaol, nie thinke, eorti iéw C.E. chariots ibat at firal did rau
wèll. bave cessed ta iravél aitagather owîng juet ta theso halés or
groavès lu thé raad. The sad thiug le that tiré ruts are oit lime
if nat îndeed alirsys marie by thé foliy or lack-epirit-aharactér ai
thé chariatecrs themeélves, wmia instead ai driviug steadilyou along
thé read of progrése that Icadn ta thé Cèlastîsl City, drive back sud
forth aver tho saine ehart spaceonutil théy bave warn il int bales,
tramwhrichithey fnd ilalumueti impaibletoaextricaté thei i%,ghelp,
Thoso rate are sources ai grcat lasa ta thé Ring'a mesecuRére suai
travel thie read lu the aharioto. Mach limé is lost. mach
patience, sud mach onérRy , suid ibis inserione sinca thé King'e
h uinéess nede haste. Anoîber sad resait ie thal somelimes they
uha are travelling toivarde the Celeetiai CGty in thèse chariots groir
sréary ai thé jaurney tus rendered ttdioup. sud leavé thé chariot,
soma neyer ta returu, sud some. aise, neyer ta reach thé City at
ail. Thus thé avoidance ai thèse dangèrane halés bécomès au im-
portant considération, and1 ana we wIl, talcs up in a future paper,
togéthèr math tho -Inaction hum may they &bc gotien out, having
once aiipped lu.


