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KNOX COLLEGE.

Celebration of the Semi-Centenary.

Illustrated Report of the Proceedings The Auspic-
ious Occasion Successfully Honoured.

Int eyrs of the Chareh wero fixed on Koo College this week.
They wers Joving glances that taraed upon the dear Alma Mater in the
keepang of her jabalee. How the hearts of her xons warmed towards
her a3 never before, Low
fuends and neighbours
joried thetn w dowg her
honour, how the great
publi- looked pleasingly
ou, may bu gathered, so
far as can bo from cold
print, from the (ollowing
pages «—

The celoberation of the
Jubileoof the Cotlego vas
dectded agra vver a year
ajxv, aud a commitico
composed of tho follow.
g gentlemen was ap.
pointad to work out the
necesary arrangements :

For e Boanp. —
W. Mortumer Clark, Iirs,
Caven, Reud, Fletcher,
A. D, Mecdotatd, Ward.
1ope, Torrance, R. N.
Graut, Laing aud Arme
strong, Rev., Meossrs, J.
Nal, N. J. Clark, John
Abrabam, K. D. Frasor,
aud Mcessrs, Geo, Ruthet
- tord, J. h. Macdouatd,
LD Robert ntigour and tco.

. 1

ftev. F L Parros, D.D,, L

ay.

Fe stk Avvani—Revs. J. A, Macdouald, l{. H. Abraham, J. L.
Cawptil, H. R Horue, I). C. Hussack, D. Y. Ross, J. R. Gilchnst,
P'rof. McLaten, DU, and W. Burns.  Part of the plan was to raise
fuuds to lnguelato the debt un tho builling, aud for tUns purpese, Rev,
Win. Burns, whose services to Knox College 1n tunes gouo by, aud to
the Church, w finaucial matters, pointed to hun as ennuently titted to
pilut tlas scheme successfully through the breakers of hard tines and
uthur davgerous rocks, was appomnted secrctary.  The raalt of the
arduas alwurs of all actively couverzed has been a most interesting
and wetmoiably tribute to Koox College, the mflucnce ot which wall be
uf permanent valuo to the institution and to the Church at large.

The provealings wero begun ou Tucsday of this week by a sermen
prcaclml toa vast audience in Knox chrch—a church associated not
warely in nawe, Lut from years long avo, in sympathy and co.operas
tion with the college by Rev. F, L. Patton, D.D., LL.D., prestdent
of Privcetun Univenity, onc of the ablest and most distinguished of
the gradaates of Kuox College.
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TIRE SERMON,

Atter devotional excreises led Ly Dr. Parsons of Knox chureh, and
A few prelininary remarks by Rev. Prineipal Caven of Kuox College,
Dir. Patton took as tas text Mark xi, 30 - —*The baptism of Johu,
was 1t from Heaven or of man ? answer me.”  This was for the Jewish
antbontins an emtarmsung question.  They could casily bavo aaid
pltasant thange about John, but they did not like to bo brought face to
tace with such a stern chaico of alternatives. S they tovk refugo in a
conveleht aghosticisun. }hn{ people take this method when asked
a atnular quastion about the Christian religion.  This may arise from
pehicy, frem a chronic halat of procrastination, or from honest doubt,
Lut, they xay, you mast not pul themn down as skeptics 3 they havo
notl yet ma-do up their miuds.,  Now thero are some things about which
this attitinde iy exeusabde but uot about this, and cspecially thoso who
represent this college vanuot take this pasition. It has no excase for
1ta eatstence unleay it take tho poation of a high supernaturalism on
the question * wlvioe came Chinstianity '~ The burning jquestion of
thix day 1« net ooe whach concerus this or that denomination, but all
denemtuations, and ail denommations ahke.  Tho subject which wo
chovwse fir to-might aa not ono which concerns Prestiyterianism
merely, vf Prolestantiam, bat Christan faith,  The question for us is
** I« Chnstiatty from Heaven or of ment*”  Somo peoplo can take an
mdiforent ponitien atwout this, bat not those who are interested in
thedogieal vlucation,  Qur subject then is * Supernatural religion,”
and 1u regard 1o this weask three questisns,  First,—** 1s Chnstianty
a superratural rehigion 1™ Recond,—* Has it any obligatory dogmatic
celitents ” and third, - "' What isthe baus of Christian certitude 1*°

With refercnoe to tho imt (uestion 1t must bo said that thero are
mapy intlacuses at work which lead men to take a negative position,
Tlhere1va tuudency to out and ont naturalism in our day. Men are
auvious ts ave nnilarmaty of uature recogmized as univeraally in the
teaas wertd anvin the phiyacai world — Oar religion peeats exceplions
to this umlornaty. A tataralistic teligion 13 Leing presented to usan
tlay day wu twu forms ; i, the form whick pits everything in tuas

of matter and motion. This might bo called tho Spenceriau fornt.
The sccond form posits overything in terms ot mind ; this may be
called tho Hegelian form. The Spencerian philosophy trics to ivter-
iret tho entire world in terms of matter and motjon, aud when it shall
!m‘o succeeded in interpreting everything, religion included, in theso
terms, of course religion is at an end. Roligion implics an infinito
spitit up yonder aud a finite apirit down here, aud a relation betweon
tho two. If the former iy denicd, then thero is no religion, nor is
thero il youdeny tholatter. Both of theso aro denied in tho Sponcerian
philosophy. It would not b ifficult to show if timo permitted that
0 olementary religion it eliminates morality as woll. ~ What is truo
of the Speucerian i3 just as truo of tho Hegolian plnlosophy, though
whilo saying this wo admit the good work Hegelianism has done in
demolishing naterialism, as in Green’s introduction to Hume. The
next good thing to do is to go on and demolish Hegelianism. Fer
after all, Hegelianisio gives us nothing more than that thero has been
an evolution in mind. Imuwortality is gone,~a porsonal God is gono.
Now, the Church is most vitally concerned in tho position that is
being taken by philesophical thinkers, for you cannot, separato your
religion and your mectaphysics, Tho Christian religion will have to
rockon svonor or later with this plulosophy of umforinity. Thero must
Lo a pitihed battle between supernaturalism and naturalism, and the
tesult tnust Lo all for one or tho other.  Wo have the right to chouse
the place where this battlo should be fought, and wo aro willing that
it should bo waged over the grave of Josus Christ.  Wo fully approziate
the wu.k that has boen done . tho matter of Old Testameut study 1n
tho iutercsts of pure literary criticisin, Lut wo are speaking within
buunds when we s3y that the masters in this school hnow Ycrfcc!.ly
well that the recunstruction of the Old Testameat 15 to be oxplawed in
tho interests of naturalism, butin order to make their position consis-
tent they havo also to explain Chirist's person and work according to
the samoe principles:  Tho adherents of a naturalistic roligion chido
those of a supernatural religion for heingotherworldly, aud concerning
themselves about tho salvation of inen’s souls to the ueglect of their
bodies.  Qur reply to this 1s that 1t s not true, and that tho plnlan.
thropy of the world 13 the child of Chrstiamty. There 13 another
question with which wo have to deal, and that)s ** Has Chnstianity
any dogmatic contents which are obligatory 1" It ix not * how wany
dogmas aro thero!™ but is there anything which a man who 15 a
Christian ought to believe.  Now 1t would scem that if Chnistiamty
13 & supernatural religion, a miraculous invasion of the world by tho
Almighty, it would scom certain that 1t must havo somoething pecubar
whith gives it ats nght of way. What s 1t that makes Chustiamty
what 1t 1, and gustiies its claim as the oxclusivo religion, and so
justities our iuissionary entorprise. It is that Chnst was not only a
great example, but that Ho camno and claimed to be the world’s
saviour, and that the ouly way of salvatios 1s through Im.
Tiwuwe or false, that 1s His olam. There 1s pennl, or thero 1s
no peril.  Wo may bo in peril and thero is no deliverer or
Christ iy the deliverer. If wo aro in penl and can ses wo aro
in_peril, we aro sam cither that there is no dohiveranco or that
dehiverauco will come to us through Chnstamty ; wo will not
change it for anything clse. Can wo doubt what tho cssence of
Chnstiamty is, whatats claims aret  Tlus is 1ts doctrine,—That wo
aro sinuers, aud that without shedding ot blood thero 45 no remission,
The yuestion is, whether there is any dogmatic contentin this Chris.
tianity which 15 uot obligatory upon all Christians. Does not the pos-
sibility of salvation depend upon tho facts of the iucarnation aud
atoncwnent of Christ,—not tho knowledgo of these facts, but tho facts
themselves.  If this bo true, may wo uot put theso tacts into words 1
When I have cmbodicd that fact in a propositional statement I havoa
dogma or doctrine. 1f God has given man infonnation that the
salvation ofauy individual is possible only upon this fact, then I am
obliged to believe that and rest upon it. ~ That is obligatory dogma.
Whera a'n I to find a basis of certitude for my Christian bolief 1
Christisnity, a picco of information given by God to man. Where is
that information lodged? Different answers have been given. God
ay have given this information to cach man for himself. o may
have committed it to Christian peoplo collectively. When a com-
munity of sentiment is entertained there is strong support for my
sition. That is the Christian consciousness. Then, again, God may
1avo Jodged this information iu the Church in its corporata capacity.
Aud, lastly, Ho may have lodged it in literary shape, and we hiave it
in the Bible. And thus we auswer our qucstion ; weo shall find our
dogmatic content in tho Bitle. This raises tho questinn of thoinspira-
tion of tho Hible. Io regard to this theroare two lines of argument.
First, thoexternal ovidences ; second, tho fact that it fits our spiritual
naturc~-subjectivo certitude. These are not in conflict with ono
another ; we need both ; and they depend one on another—they com-
plement cach other. In closing™ his sermon of which tho aboves is
necessarily a brief synopsis, Dr. Patton, referred to tho present com-
menorstion, and expressed a sincere hopoe of the futnro prosperity and
usefulness of Knox Collegs. His address, whish occnpicd about an
Lour, was a wonderfal }-icce of oratory. Although almost entirely
deveid of any flights of rhetoric, it was from beginning to end ovo
pertect picco of reasoning, in which evary scparato lico of thought was
carriod toits ultimsato conclusion. It was listcnod to with closs attention
threnghont,

Wednesday's Procecdings.

Early yesterday morming the intereating procecdings were agan

sl

Rev. VProfessr W MacLaren, 1.D., of Knon College, pre-
sided wver the morning mecting,

The following were alsa on the platform : —Rev. Dr, ¥. L. Pattonr
D.D., LLD., of Prioccton Univensity ; Rev. G. M. Grant, D.D.,
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