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rnercy sr'at, wvill pr.,y from a full hcart, with rich variety, and the truc spirit ci
pra3'er. Ife %vill have power with God and witli man.

3. It is Nveil to miake a stud'/ of what will tend miost to edification. Thiere is
an aversion to this in mnany niinds front the fear of being too artificial, or of seek-
ing glory of men. Ilhere is dancà in these directions undoubtcdly, but is there
nouie on the othcr hand, of carelessness, irreverence, and parrot-like repetition?
The lInly Spirit when tcaching us to pray, docs not always -%ork by immnediate
inspiration, but fatr more frequently la accordauce with the natua proeSs of de-
liberate thoughit. In speakzing to any inan, even, uipon imotn fars, every
prudent ian thinks beforehand of what lie w'ill say. In coiniing before a person
of high rank we prepare and wveigli every word. Is it only in converse %vith. the
Kingr of K*iings that we may trust to the impulse of the nmoment ? "Be flot ra'sh
withi thy miouth, and let not thy heart be hasty to uitter avything before God ;for
Grid is in fieavrn, and thou upon earth : herefore let thy wvords be few." (Ecls.
v. '2.) Especially does this forethouight becomie necessairy whien we have flot only
to ike our on-n case known, but to be also the inouth-piece of our brethiren.

4. The lopies lit to be introduced ini public prayer sliould 'be well considered.
One ehiief difficulty experienced by niany persons in Ieadmng the devotions of
others is in niaking the change represeiuted by the substitution of "w-%e " for ci."y
They can speak to God of their own wants, but they do not feel it right- nor is
it-t) bring what is pec-uliar to theinselves into a meeting, while yet they eau
hardly separate the general from the particular. But a littie reflection Nwill soon
show how miucli ail Christian hearts have in com mion-adoration of the Divine
perfections, thanksgriving for God's innumierable mercies, contrition for sin, trust
and love towards Christ, zeal for luis kingdomn, the hope of glory, and sucli like,-
persoual to eachi believer, but to every one, and therefore conimon to ail. What
an unhû)iunded field also is furr.ishied by intcrcessory prayer, taking in that littie
cornpany withi their families and fricnds, the neighbourhood, the chlurches, the
mninistry, the ]and, the cause of Christ, the world !Let the mind and heurt only
be enlarged, and there wîil he found an ineshaustible variety of bubjccts of uni-
versi intereqt, withi'ut the introduction of naerely personal requests. But let no
one lie too chary of praying out of his own experieuce, for " as ia w-ater face
an-,wereth to face, so the heart of mani to mian." Some wilI bie sure to feel as ho
feels. And we can imagine cases, w-e have known themn, where a hecart pressed
with its own burden could flot keep silence, and in breaking out has carried al
other hearts wvith it. Where there is the truc spirit of prayer, there' is flot much
danger of going astray.

5. The language in which prayer is exlDressedl, bas mucb to do with its power
over other miinds. Ilere, as iii other respects, our greatest security Nvill be, in
feeling aright, and speaking as w-e feel. Tiere is a reverence due to the Most
licIghi God, that should neyer be wanting. A vulgar familiarity of address takes
the naine of God in vain. But equally abominable is an oratorical prayer, with
baianced periods and pretty figures. The simpifer the language in whichi earnest
thioughit and feeling can naturally elothe themselves, the better. The Seriptures
furnih us with the true model of what is required. For sublime siniplieity and
intense thoughi chas tened ardour, the prayers of the Bible can neyer be surpassed.
The huinan prayers that hiave carried us n-c.rest to God, have gcnerally been those
in which the very words of inspiration inost aboiinded. Next te thesie, bave been


