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[t is well known that within the Iast quarter of a century the book of Gencsis
has had to bear the chief brunt of thc nsparing onslaught mnade upon thc Bible
as a professedl revelation of tha wviIl of God. The reason of this is not reiote

from sight. Tho extreme antiquity of tho book places its subject niatter and its
Peculiar formas of representing things out of the reach of the varied ligit of cou-
tomupGrary history for verification. The brevity uiti which great aiid sniaîl crents
are iîarratod, and the but partial unfinislicd statements mado, concerning pcrsons,

Iplaces and consequencee of actions, iinpart to the tout eeisentllI' of tic history mnuch

of the dubions appearance whicli an uniqune and many sided building would as-

sUme, if we cauglit siglit of it for the Iirst tiue through the glo, rning. Mvorcoyer,
the book professes to render an authentic accouint of the occurr rîce of certain ini-
portant physical events iii the history of the formation of thec earth and its inha-
bitants, thus in ages long, anterior to, science entering upon a province with re-
spect te wluch science uow dlaima to sl)eak witlî închallengcablc authorit.y. And
to -a limiiéec order of ininds there appears to be in Genesis soînetlîing unusually
singular la the relations wvlucli the ivine Being la thlere rcprcsentedI as sustaîx-
ing to His creatures ;and even an inicongruity betwecn soine of the earlier trans-
actions and those conceptions (if the becoîning dlignity of thc Suprenie aLnd of the
order of nature as now secu in physical aitdI social life which miodern culture pro-
duces and necessit-ates. Henice the more candid and venturouis of tlîis clhus of stu-

î dents have not hcsitated to askc the quiestioni, wlicther this tirnt 2iterary production
is to be interi)retcd as thougli it wcere a usefiil cceapenidiin of sacred tradition
faslîioncd by an able pennîax into tite shape of in teresting inyths, witli a valuable
kernel of moral trath ait the core, or is to bc accepted as a plaini and trustworthy
narrative of accoxnplishied facts. The skill with wvhich. the nîlythologists of Greece
have been shown to be clever pootic embudinuents of ancient wisdoin witlî just a
tritling amount of historical fact. serving as a living licart, has natm'rally pronmpted
some to apply tîxe saine mnethod of interpretation to the carlicat J cwish records.
The reputed success of Niebuhir in dealing with certain romnantic accouints of early
Romian Iiistory, relegating themn to the pictorial fanicy of prehistoric times, wvhile
admiting- ini thviin a suzbntraituii of fact, and th~e unniorcifiil attackrs of recont
explorers into tie genesis of the *Britishx 'Nation uponl car nicat treasured stories,
have strengthened the belief lii iainds of a secular cast that whlat is thus
niost probably true of the antiquities of other nations, is also truc of the antiqui-
tics of the Jews ; while the widely difftised dogma of onec class of scientists, that
the uniforna order in nature îvhich wve know to prevail in car day lias, and Must
always have, prcvailcd in former days, makes even truc believers, wlio have not
the heart or brain to tear to pieces thîe fallacies of these ordizs of rcasoning, un-
easy in their acceptance of the book of Genesis as sometlîing to ho intcrpreted on
principles absohitely s~ui qeneris and yet, on that very accouait, niost reasoaîable
and imnpregnable. It is to be foared that there ire not a fewv holy ien who do
not derive froan the study of the book of Genesis the benefit it wvas designed to cou-


