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DOMINION BOARD OF TRADE.

At the recent banquet given by the Toronto Board of
Trade in compliment to Lord Strathcona, replying to a toast,
discussing the general welfare and interests of Caunda,
having suggested the desirability of the reviving of the
Dominion Bonrd of Trade, onco n most important and
influentinl organization, his Lordship said. ** By this means
you would be able to bring to the notice of the Government
many things of which they themselves would hav. very little
kunowledge, becnuse being of the business, the commercial
and the professional men, you must necessarily have more
intimete and prsctienl knowledge of what is required than
any body of men sitting at Ottawa, or, for that matter, at
Westminster.”

The causes that led to the disintegration of the old
Dominion Board of Trada need not now be discussed, but it
may be said that whatever the zonditiuns which called it
iuto existence long years ago, and they were certainly of an
imperative character, they are at this time more poignant
and forcible than then ; and now that Lord Strathcona has
in so emphatic a manner brought the matter to the attention
of the business community, it should be taken up and pushed
to its legitimate and natural conclusion. Thers is no busi-
ness man in Toronto, or in Outario, who does not recognize
the good and lasting eftect of the work done and being done
by the Toronto Board of Trade, and these influences are not
bounded by provincial lines, and the same may be said
regarding the Board of Trade of Montreal, and in fact the
boards of all the other cities and commercial centres of the
Dominion. But these organizations are isolated each from the
others, and whatever good they may exert within their
respective spheres of influence, they are incapable of accom-
plishing as much as affecting the interests of the whole
country as would be possible were they merged into and
forming important units uf & great central budy—a Dominiva
Board of Trade such as that suggested by Lord Strathcona.

Tt is quite remarkable that the old organization should
have aver been permitted to fall to pieces—it is even more

vemarkable that it hins not before this been revived by tho
cacnest business men of Canada.  Local Bonrds of Trade and
similinr organizations are all well enough in their way ; i
fuct they are indispensable, but their influence is but local at
best, and, ns we have oftcn observed, potty jealousies which
should never exist prevent the general adopt'on of idens and
suggestions which, if earried out, would be of much value to
the community. This would not be the case in the presenco
of un orgunization covering the whole Dominion. It would
Lo entirely within the province of locnl organizations, und
their duty, to look after local interests, but such lurger
matters a3 the regulation of ruilway freights, the establish
ment of routes of transportation towards which public
moneys are approprinted, all matters affecting tarifls, patent
laws, bankive insolvency, copyright, tho aduption of uniiorm
systemns of weights, measures and values, ete., should be fou
the consideration of the Dominion Board of Trade,

OVER REPRESENTATION vs. UNDER REPRESEN-
TATION,

The argument has been advanced by some of the directors
of the Toronto Tnduswinl Exhibition Assuciation to the
effect that the numerical strength of that Associntion, and
the ditferent bodies and societies constituting it, is quite
ns large n% it ¢hould be, and that there should be no increase
in the number of directors, for the reason that any such in-
crease would tend to unweildiness.

‘The answer to this is that while admitting the correctness
of the argument, cunsidering the cumpusition of the Assocu.
tion, there are certain general interests, all very meritorious of
themselves, which have undue representation, while other
interests, equally weritorious, have insuflicient representation
or no representation at all, Times and circumstances change,
and conditions that might havo been entirely favorable to
tho success of the Ad¢sociation twenty years ago are found not
so propitious at this time. We quite agree with the argu-
ment that a hundred business men selected from the several
leading interests of the community ars quite suflicient
numerically to constitute the Association, and we also think
thnt a board of directors not oxceeding twenty in number,
(ffteen would be better) sufiiciently largo tv attend to all the
details of it.

But we find, unfortauntely fur the Association we tlunk,
that there is unnecessarily large representation of som, .
industries, as the Toronto Electoral Distriet Society fices
instance, whose only excuse for existence is to cultivasther
taste for chr)snnthemums, and the Torunto Gardeners’ 1 the
Florists' Association, with like esthetic excuse, with are
combined representation of fourteen members and 8
divectors ; the Beekeepers' Association ; the Ontario Poultr
Association and the Toronto Poultry Association, with four
members and one director , Toronto Horticultural Society
and the Ontario Fruit Growers' Association, with four mem-
bers and two directors, (Toronto is a great fruit producing,
region) ; Ontario Veterinary Associution, with two memberser
one of whom is president, and two directors, ropresenting thse
hurse ducturs of the pruviuce, Butter aud Chicese Associatic
of East Ontario and Butter and Cheese Association of We:r
Ontario, with three members, Educational Department oaty
Ontario, Toronto Natural History Society, Canadian In-



