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PUVC TUA TZO.

Pu~crxîto~as a part ai written com-
position is of camiparatively recent use,
being alitnost unknown to tise ancietsts.
It is, indeed, said to have been invented
by Aristophaises an Ale.andrian graninsa-
tian, and ta have been fargatten afterwards
tîtitil revived by Alcuin at tise request of
Charlemsagne, but this punctuation %vas
more ai a rhetorical nature thats grammat-
ical, as the present system is.

The systeni at present in use svas intro.
duced by 'Manutius, a \renetiaii printer,
toward the close ai the fifteenth century,
and was found so useful that it las-
iisediateiy caie it gencral use, and has
flot been îuuch varied siave.

At present it is an art almost corfined
to printers and may be looked upon as part
ai the esoteric nsvsteries of tbis craft.

Punctuation is a part, ansd by no msens
an unimprtant part, ai tvritten sp>eech.
Tliese littie auxiliaries, alpaTiisg in single
or double files at intervals throughout a
sentence, act as guides or scouts ta the
plialanx ofi niglsty words whici surround
theun. 'rley are modestly insignificant
in appearatsce but they pieriains a very
useful work, in assigning the mare impor-
tant elensents ai discaurse ta thcir proper
place and functian.

%Vritten speech is at best but an inferior
niediuni af commiunication conspared witli
the spoken word. As a method oi paint-
ing ta the eye the invisible words of the
nsouth it is ane ai the greitest inventions
evolvcd by the ingenuity of mian, but it is
net perfect. The written wVordS a.re after
ail only a paor symbol ai the skeietan of
r.hat once wcrc living words, warns %ith the
breath ai lufe, apptmling ta the lisart %vith
ail the riches ai tanes, accent, modulation,
and infiections. But ail these hsave de-
partcd irani the written word, or lie lsidden
un-il exorciscd into lufe by tse mnagic ai the
rcader's voire. These are tise spirits thant
animate thc spoken word and nMust bc
suppiied ta tise writtcn word before it.can
cartvcy is message «rn nsind ta nsind.
Much ai the ssseaning ai oral speech de-
pends un the miode ai uttcrance, which
printed speech does flot attcnpt ta por-
tray but which msust be rcepradticed whcr
the wards arc rcpeaicd by a reatIrr, if
the author's fulliscaning is le bc conveved,

and as this can be ascertained oniy ln part
and by guessing, the defects of written
speech becomie apparctnt.

But wvritten speech bas taken in a iew
aids ta assist tise mere svords in their work,
stich as capital letters,.ponctuation marks
and the use of différent types in printing.
It is only in tise nmore cornplicated and
artificially arranged sentences that punctu-
atious assumes an importance that, raises it
ta an art. Shsort, sâiple expressions
arranged in the natural order af the ideas
are readily understood wiîlsout the aid ai
stops, but Mien tise sentences becorne in-
volved and tiseir varions elemients are
shiited out aof their natural arder, then the
use ai the guides becames usecessary to
keep ecdi elensent distinct andi ta show its
rank. Iievery wordlhad a rightla.ce, and
wcre always put in that place, or if cvery
wvord were lalled by inflection or some
other mntias so thiat ils cluty aîsd relation
cauld at once be known, punctuation
would be unneçcssary, but in mnodcrn
langu ages ive have droppeti the aid labels
or inflections front aur words and caninot
exercise the saine frcdons in arranging
tîsen as the anicients diti, and whien we
do reniave a word or a phrase out afi us
usual arder, or sepatate it iroin its niost
closely reiated ternis we mnust carefuily
guard it by piacing a sentinel before and
afier it is the shape oi a conmna.

This was tise origin ai ptinctuation. The
so-called stops were not iatended ta indic-
ate pauses, assd have now no reference ta

pissta be msade la reading. Thel înay,
indeed, caincide svith such pauses, but
tisai is a nsere accident; they are used for
the purpose ai niding the arrangemsent ai
wards ia conveying thought.

Oi the stops used at present the coin-
nia, the semi-colon and the colon are the
anly anes iliat give any difliculty ta the
student. Tise colon is net often uscd,
hawever, an~d the chief difficulty in the art
of Isunctuatiots thus is ta ascertain the pro-
lier use ai the caomna aîsd the seni-colon.
As a rule the conmma 15 usci ta separat*
words and phrases iratss cach other, and
tise senîi-caion ta separate tise diffièrent
clauses af a comspound sentence; but if
onc ai these clauses is ai greater inspor-
tance thaîs the oihers, or if its relation is
différent frons that ai the others, it is
separated irons thc others by a colon.
These arc ai course only the gencmal duties
ai cadi ai these parts ai purnctuation, but
they very aiten cncraach on anc anothcrs

donsain, stili, howcvcr, alwiys nsaintaining
their relative position in the scale of ins*.
portance, the comnma miarking the smallest
break in connection or sense, the sentii-
colon the next in order, and the colon
the gi-catest break allowabie in a sentenre.

0f these three stops the comma is most
frequently used and presents tise greatvst
diflicult>'. WVhen to use it and when ncot
ta use it are questions ofien puzzling, and
rnost important. A nsispiaced comsma
gives an entirely different nseaningto a sen-
tence froîts that intended.

We purpose referring ta this important
subject in a subsequent issue, when we
wiiV' isivestigate the particular rules that
appiy ta each af the stops, and discusq
the best niethod of iniparting skill lu

îhtsnctîsatian ta pupils.

3001< REVIE IV

Afadata ffeup andi Lady 11Vhy ;or, Firit Lessons
ù: Earia Lore for Cisilirci:; hy Chattes
Kingslty. Illisstrateti. Ncw Vork: Mëac.
millin S& Co., îSS5. 121 pli. 5o cents.
Aroa JiVilliam.ron & Co., 70ro,, fa.

Thtis book furins nuinlber two of the Mcessms
macinillans' new series of Globe i&cadings for
Chiltiren. Thl irice is so low that nounxic cc
miss having il; andti u icatl il uncstandingly
%viIl inake an epoch inn boy's lire. In a scrics of
deliglitful talks the greas laws of worlti.building,
spccics ticvclolimcnt, anti persisteace cf the
Sîrongest, aire explainctl -andi illustrateti, and i îcir
rcasonalezess set forth. The reatier, <who,
thoughi supposeti to lac young, necd not nccessarily
tac- su,) is lielpcd te use bis cycs, lus comnuon sense,
hisjutignient. Ilis cspcrience isd tirwn upon, antl
hc is natc tu sec iliai xipon il atone is hie lu bui.ld
for hinîseif lus theory of nature. Scicntiuc Lknow-
letIge is shown te bc notbing but unes own ex.
licricncc anti observation cnâlargcti andi veîtld.

Tluctc is nottbing se wontierful as tuhe tales of
cartb.lorc; notiug mure fascinating than the sîudy
of the hislory of worlti changes andi dcelop-
ments. Thosc scntitlc men who have the Cift or
tcaching, andi wbo love te sec pure a=d whoiesone
lknowlcclgc ttMing the inindts cf thiltiren, do the
worlid incalculable benc6it when they rrveal thc
wontiers cf nature te them, andi leati tbem- to love
lier andi sluty lier Iaws. Of such Charles Kings-
ley is imong thi, fint, both in limne Andi in hnnr.
ilis style is %o chastc, lbis msinci su pure, hi% pur.
pose se cxalteti, bis toite su rcverent, that hc is a
veritablc laigh.piriest in thetemcnple he would have
uas Ail worship in.

Th-, teacher w1ao will takec this bocik, and master
it, andi then Icaci lis laupils tu reacl ii, explaining it,
andi illustrating il whcre the arathor supposes a
powcr of observation Anti a range cf cxpcri.c.,ce
but litile prevatlcat arnonr, our as yct unscicni3fic
peuple, -will largcly inereasc bis own intellectual
attainnuent, andt witl pcshaps devçlop tasses Andi
aptitude% in his paipils which will nuiniter te thevir
ciijoyaa aentiAd Ai ilthir lnowlccdge al] througb
thecir lires Shoild bc require other bocks te
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