52

regarded him as a dreamar of dreame—
as A man who had allowed a wild and
hopelesa project to absorb his mind.
Carey was not daunted. He preached
sermons, published tracts, put forth all
the inflaence of ahich ho was possessed.
At length a measure of success was given
to him.  In the autumn of 1792, while
the French monarchy was tottering to
its fall, and Europe was about to plunge
into twenty years of incessant war, a few
very poor men, yielding of the enthusiasm
of Uarcy, met in Kettering to tound a
sofiety tor the conversion of the world
to Chri-tiunity.  They subzcribed on the
spot thirteen pounds, two shiilingz, and
gixpence.  Thus arvose the Baptist Mis-
gionary  Society—fivst-born ot all our
great associatons for sending the Chrs-
tien religion to heathens—the annual
revennes of whirh now amount to near-
Iy £30000,

Next year Mr. Carey went out to In-
dia to enter upon the work which he had
chosen, for he himself was to be the
society’s first mis~ionary. The territories
of the East India Company were closed
against the go~pel ; but the Danes. whose
views were more eulightened, held Ser-
ampore, and Carey  e-tablished  himself
there,  Te was gifted in the acquisition
of langzuages. and in his early days, while
etill working as a sheemaker, had made
larpe progiess in this department of
study. He began at once to tranalate the
scriptures into Bengalve.  So steadily
did ke continue to apply himself to this
essential part of missivnary work that,
within twenty years, he and his compan-
ions had translated the Scriptures into
twenty-one Indian languages

During the firat guarter of the century
all the great missionary societies of Eur-
ope and America were formed, and mis-
sienary work was organized into na Bys-
tem. The churches fairly cemmitted
themselves to an undertaking from which
they cannot desist till heatherism is ex-
irpated. Colleges were established for
the training of missionaries. A vast
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netwark of a -<iliaries for the collection
of fu..ds ove pread Protestant Christen- -

dom. The Bible was translated into
many lang ages hitherto unwritten.
Grammars  ad dictionaries presented to

the learner he ~imple structure of these
rude tongues.  Teachers of the gospel
were to be found here and there in hea-
then lands, facing with heroic courage
the dangera of the Christian pioneer,
bearing with heroic fortitude his inevit-
able aud often futal hardships. Among
the snows of Labrador, under the fierce
heat of the Tropics, in our Indian dom-
inions, among the Hottentots at the Cape,
in the islands of the Pacitic, among our
own negroes in the West Indies, men
had begun in simple faith, with means
conspicuonsly inadequate, the gigantic
work of driving out heathenism and re-
placing it by Christianity. A little later,
Ching was entered by the door which
the Fnglish opened in their determina-
tion to force the use of’ opium on that
empire. A few missicnaries found their
way mntoJapan. Dotted along the wes-
tern shores of Africa, and secking their
way into the interior, are numerous mis-
slok stations. each the centre of'a benign
influence which is steadily extending its
power, and preparing the restoration of
that lost continent to civilization and pro-
gress. The sum of these efforts, viewed
in relation to the vast proportions of the
undertaking, i3 ~till incon-iderable.
Groat Britain sends out 1004 missionar-
ies, and expends amnually £600,000.
The eontinental churches employ 400
missionaries, at a cost of £120,000.
America contributes 550 men and £300,-
000. In all there are now at work in
heatken countries 2000 Protestant mis-
sioparies, and the churches sustain the
work by an annual contribution of about
ons million sterling.

These attempts to Christianize the
world Lave been in progress for upward
of balf a century. There is yet no more
than time to open an enterprise s0 vast.
But already there are materials from



