
TE£ CHURCE OF SCOTLAKD.

Word of Grod, poetry il the truest i nspi -
raton. The tru ee t Io a steer, unibà-
aued by systcm. is lamp may shed a
fitful ligçht; but itis sudden gleami illu-
mines fur a moment the wliole horizon.
,Above all, let us read the book of human
nature for ourseclves by intercourse and
symýpatby with living men, who bear in
their boeoms the grt'at heart of huma-
nity. 1 like flot t he habits of a recluse,
wbo flits about like a spectre in the great
rusbisîg and, pntin~ worlul. We shall
best know t bis soli b>' knowing our-
oelves. TIhat we may preach te others,
let us prlactice an honest dissection of
our own hcarts. Nowhere is the Leart
of human corruption probed @0 painfully
and so deeply, as ini the discourses of
Massillon, the great French preacher,
whese devoted life kept bim a etranger
to the ways of the fiLqhionable world,
which Lie reproved; but whcn hie was
uked how Lie could draw sucb pictures
of the paion,, Lie replied, "61 bave
Iearned tea in studyingqmyself."

This parable tenches that a the Lus-
bandman muqt read the Leavens, ano-
ther approacb te the bumaa heart ton-
sista in a genial familiarity with exter-
nal nature; whicb stands like a devotee,
vitb folded bande and veilcd head, ado-
ring the Crentor-a glorious sbrouded
worsbîppr. Nature was the first exter-

alrevelation made by God te mian, and
not one of ita teachinga has ever been
witbdrawn.

There is a profound analogy, also, be-
tween lier phenoniena and siritual rela-
tions. Shià hangs eut ber emblems
to the passer-by, and travels with us
through ail the swýift-thoted hours. Each
cf our bearers sees hier spectacle, and
bears ber voice, as Lie enters our assem-
blies, and bis beart and soul ia filled witb
ber solenin music ; his mind is written
over with ber Lieroglypho, the interpre-
cation of wbicb Lie seeks freim the pro-
fessional expounder of the higLer and
later mersage of God to man. The
Bible is foul 01 external nature. lie
great Teacher, standing with hie face
iUluminated with the ligbt of Leaven,
and bis feet amid the blosoms and flow-
en of the earth, took hold of sueL un-
Pressions as a genial key with wbich to

gnupthe mysteri es of the kingdom of
Goi. Téo ignore this great book, and to
soauk te mien as if they 1used in a dun-

geon, and never saw the suin, h te give
our teat.bin a qtifTpedantie and unna-
tural air, wh)ich wilI render it leu pow-
erful to Learta beatin witbt the warm
life of the world and ti!-i h air
of heaven. There is much trutb in the
reproaeh of an Americati writer, wbo
sa%-s: "I once Leard a preacher who
s;ore.ly tempted me te Pay, 'i1 will go to,
chureh no more.' A snow-storm was
falling arouind us. The snow-storm was
real, the preacber merely, spectral, and
1 feit the sad contrast, in lok ing at bum
and then out of the window bebind
Lias into the beautiful meteor of thse
snow. le Ladl lived in vain, le Lad
ne word intimating tbat Le had laugbed
or wept, was marricd or in love, Lad
been commended, or clîeated, or cbag-
rined. -If' Le Lad ever livcd or acted.
we were none the wiser for it. The.
capital secret of bis profession, te con-
vert life into truta, he Lad not Iearned.
Not one fact in Lis experience did Le
import into his doctrine. This mans Lad
plouo'bed and planted, and talked, and

uLand sold; hoe had read books;
Lbe b ad eaten and drunkeu; his Lead
aches; Lis heart tbrobs; lie @miles and
suffera; yet there was net a surmuse or
bint in ail bis discourse that lie had ever
Iived at a. Net a line did Lie draw
eut of true Listory."

Frein wbat has been said, I bave flot
ment to inflame tbe mania for illustrak-
tion, wbichbLas taken the world by
storm in religieus speech and literature.
One feels degraded in being ever ad-
drescd in thia way, as if hoe were a per-
petual clxild and had net c'rewn up ta
Le a man and put away chil1disli thinga
Our fathers confine sucb teacbing. to
their nursery-literature. Originating
wita the modern pi-eponderance ef thse
popular element in the seulement and
translation of ministers, and the love of
popular applauge, and disseminatod
tbrouf'h the influence of certain fanes
preacâers of our time, it bas corrupted
the atmosphere and debased the intel-
lect of the Chureh. People like it, b.,-
cause it saves the trouble of tiiougbt,
and hecause it is a pleasant and bar.-
leu amusement, and se they flock te thse
sermons of such painters. Under such
teaching, se little of the truth can b.
Epresented at a time, that it ean neyer

: exhibited ini its extended relatios.


