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vows of tha marriage contract enforS~d in thoir true spirit.
i~t là net fair tocormpare the marriage contract with an

ordinary mercantile col ,ac The Courts have qulte
rightly refrained from releasing the parties to a niarriage
contract on the sarne terrns as they would release the
parties te a civil contract. A very slight breach of the
latter will rendtor it voidahie; but it la not in the interest
of public morale. that the marriage contract should le
treated ix aay sucix manner. There ils no doubt, truth in
the statement: "The general liappie of thxe married 1f e
là secured by its indissolubility, When people underatand
that they ma.st live together except for a very few reasons
known to th,, law, they learn to soften by nxutual accommo-
dation'that yoke which they know they cannot shake off.
They beconx- good husbands and good wives, -fron the
necessity of .rernaining husbands and wives; for necessity
is a powerful master in teahing the duties which it im-
poses." But the trtith of this statement applies Iargely te
the less fundamental difficulties (,f nxarried life and te
those cases where there le a rxutual desire begot of good
breedîng to overccme difficulties. However, a great nxany
mnarrièd people do nlot overconie the difficulties and do not
beconie good husbande and good wives, .yet they rnay ixot be
guilty of improper coiiduct in the eyee of the law. Under
the present conditions of the law, the wife suffers the whole
burden.

The situation is this: If the wife lias a violent temper or a
mman disposition, she ziay nxake her husband's life very
unhappy; but he cari always find relief in distance. True,
he mnust still support bis wife, but he ie bound to do that
whether he lives with her or net. He may have suffered the
loss of lier society, but after ail in such a case the lose would
be a gain. The converse case ie very different, If the bus-
band le the one of violent teruper and nisan disposition, lie
mnay submit hie wife te ail the tortures kixown te unhappy
wives. "The husband nxay subject hie wife daily and eveix
Ixourly to sucli treatment as makes lier Cie a veritabie holl
upon earth and she le without renxedy if she ils robuîît


