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the bird is peculiar. Charles Dixon, an English naturalist, whose
interesting book-" Non-Indigenous British Bid m-ray flot be
knowvn to rnany readers, savs of this sandpiper (he wvrote inl 1894):

IIncredible as it ma), seem its ziest and eggs still remiain unknown
to science, for it is impossible to accept the description of the
latter given by the late Dr. Brewer without authentication. There
cati be little doubt that this species lays its eggs in the deserted
nests of othiet birds ini low trees, like iLs old-world representative,
the Green Sandpiper, is knowvn to do." Now~ Mr. Dixon, though
a highi authority on 13ritisli birds, seemns to wvrite too negatively
here, for tlîe egg that Dr. I3rewer refers to wvas found near Lake
Bornbazine, in Vermiont, [,,S.A., and the bird shot as it left the
nest, wvhich of couirse imiplies absoluite identification. In the îiext
place our Solitary Sandpiper is rather the nearctic representative of
the old-wvorld W.%ood- Sandpiper (To/annsegiireola) and not theGreen
Sandpiper (To/anuiis odloropsus), according to Varrell. (Il British
Birds," 4th Ed.), and as such breeds on the -round, as is the habit
wvith that species, and not in trees like the Green Sandpiper. Since

1894, the nest is said to have been found several times, notably
one by Dr. Clarke of Kingston, in 1898 (vide 'Y-luik," Oct., 1898).
With regard to the îiest 1 found, iii company with Dr. Clarke, wve
made a trip to a large marslî on the south side of Amherst Island,
Ont., iii june, 1899. This miarsh covers many acres of -round
and is accessible according to the nature of the season, wvhether
wet or dry. A creek ruins through the middle, and empties into
Lake Ontario near wvhat is known as IINut" Island. The shores
of the lake hereabouts are sandy, and near the marsh are frisiged
wvith a grov, th of sniall poplars and willowvs. Inside this growth
of smnall trees is a batik of sand and pebbles, beyondi whiclh are
larger trees such as poplar, soft maple and willows, wvhich grow
.îlong the edge of the marsh. IL wvas amongst these trees that 1
found tlie sandpiper's; nest, amnong sortie coarse grass not far from
the edge ot the creek, and between the lalce and the marsli. Close
by Nvas a good deal of Spiroea and a rank growth of long grass and
somne reeds. Here we noticed several Black-billed Cuckoos, and
twvo pairs of Maryland VelIow-throats. The bird sat very closely,
although Utie eggs wvere fresh, and rose almost at my fret. 1 at
once said to myself, "that is not a Spotted Sandpiper " iot-c. s
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