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Euphrates, or wvitli the rude tribes in
the Geiman forests on thie north, but
the vast Roman world enjoyed the
peace and security of a great organic
whole. The merchara and the traveiler
might alike paqs ircely from- land to
land; trading vessels might bear their
ventures to any port, for aliliands and
ail coasts were under the saine laws,
and ail mankind for the tirne were
citizens of a common State." l'The
religions of antiquity bad lost their
vitality, and become effete forms
without influence on the heart.
6- B. C. julius Coesar, at ihiat tinie the
chief Ponîiff of Ronie, and as such the
highest functionir>; of the State re-
figi on, and the official authority in te-
liglous questions, openly proclaimed in
bis speech in the Senate that there was
no such thing as a future life, no im-
mortality of the souL' We may antici-
pate the next sentence : "Moraiity
was entirely divoiced from religion,"
for, indeed, moral-ity in its highest
sense ivas almost unknown. At this
time both east and îvest. were l'agitatc d
by presentiments of' an impending
change." God, who is neyer fiar from
any of bis poor, misguided children,
deigned to teich mien even through
their superstitious errors. Thec Egypt-
ian priesrs announced that the bird
Phoenix had been seen ag 'ain, and
therefore a gieat period of lime had
expired and a new historic era was to
commence. I-istory tel s us bow
troubled the Emperor Tiberius was
when informed by an Eiyptian helins-
nian nanied Thamnus, that when bis
vessel was off the coast of Coifu, it
was strangely bec-aimed, and a loud.
voice called him by name and bid him
announce at Palodes that the great
God, Pan, was dead. "We are informed
by Tacitus, by Suetonius, and by
.1osephius, that there prevailed through-
out the entire East at this turne an in-
tense conviction derived from ancient
prophecies, that ere long a powerfu I
rnionarch would arise in Judea, and
gain dominion over the whole world.
It has, indeed, been conjectured that

the Roman histotians may S"imply be
echoing an assErtion for which
Josephus wvas, ini reality, the soie
authority; but even if we accept this
uncertain supposition, there is stili
compit te j>roof botb in le'vish and
Pagan writings tbat a guilty and weary
world was dimly expecting the advent
of its deliverer." "It was in such a
unique era that Jesus Christ was born.
The wbole earth lay hushed, in pro-
fourxd peace Ail lands iay freely open
to the message of mercy and love
which he came to announce."

About tbis time Idl us glance at the
road whicb leads frorn Pdiestine east-
ward. 13cneatli the bot rays of an
eastern sun three travellers are patient-
]y mnaking their w-ay. That they are
men of distinction can be seen b>' a
glance at their escort. At iength one
of themn speaks, "I arn convinced now
by our starry guide that we are directed
rightly. 1 doubted at flrst whether
our journey would not be in vain."
"cAh, Casper," answered Baîthasar,
"do we not know froin what has
occurred in the constellation Pisces
thai the son of the Gods we expect is
to corneforth from judea? And the
star, as you see, leads ever in that
direction." Then Melchior, he wvithi
the long white. hair and beard, spake
siowly in a low, clear voice, and the
staiwart Baithasar and the youthful
Casper listened reverently as he Faid:-
"VYea, my children, )our words are
true, but more, far more to me than
those outward signs is tbe voice I bear
deep wvithin my breast, which tells me 1
shall sec him whom my soul longs for.
\Vere rny eyes blinded, metbinks the
love in my heart would lead me to
bim. For rnany years rny sont bas
yearned for one wbo could make
known to me tbe trutb, and the* voice
whici bias been my guide now tells me
1 amn about to see him." "'But," said
Casper, "II tbought we were seeking a
new-born king." '<Aye, a king, inde cd,
altbough a babe," repiicd Melchior,
"but, having seen hum, I shaîl die con-
tent, and you wîll live to sec my
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