“MEGLECT NOT THE GIFT THAT IS IN

LONDON, OXNT.,

THIRD

YOUR HOUSE.

Be true to yourself at the start, young man,
Be true to yourself and God ;

Ere you build your house mark well the spot,
Test ail the ground, and build you not

On the sand or the shaking sud.

Dig, dig the foundation deep, young man,
Plant firmly the outer wall ;

Let the props be strong and the roof be gh,
With an open turret toward the sky, .
Through which heaven’s dews may fall.

* Let this be the room of the soul, young man,
When shadows shall herald care ;

A chamber with never a roof of thatch

To hinder the light—or door or latch,

To shut in the spirit's prayer !

% Build slow and sure—'"tis for life, young man,

Alife that outlives the breath ;

For who shall gaipsay the holy word?

“Their works do follow them,” saith the Lord,
“Therein there is no death.”

Build deep, and high, and broad, young man,
' As the needful case demands ;
“Let your title deels be clear and bright,
“Til you enter your claim to the Lord of light,
For the house not made with hands.

VM. ALK,

HOW SHALL WE BEST RETAIN
OUR YOUNGER MEMBERS
IN THE SOCIETY ?

This scems a difficult question to an-
werin a concise manner, and yet one
of vital importance if we wish to
':Onﬁrgue the existence of our religious
JTganization.

In all seasons of growth in our own
T any other feligious denomiration,
-5&t¢ has been a general feeling of ag-
Siveness among the adult mem-
95, a sense of personal responsibility
Tie life of the body, and desire that
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those outside its timits ~should be -
pressed with the truth or truths the de-
nomination represents.,

Assuming thar waatever wouid  at-
tact and convinee those outside  our
membership would be valuable in at-
tacuing and convinemg the younger
members who are within our fold by
birthrizht instead of convimeementmay
we not say in partial answer to our
qaery, that we lack asuificiency ol this
spirit of agaressiveness and personal
zeal 2 Our prurciples should mean more
to us, who are supposed to bhe con-
vinced and® representative members,
Until we really feel our hearts sturred
by a continuing conscwousness that our
Society represents vital truths that ac-
cepted and acted upon will truly bene-
fit us and all who live in their hight, we
will do httle towards the spread of this
light even among our children.  We
may ask them to attend Mcectings and
Iirst day Schools, but if our advocacy
is in the line of habit and our lives lack
consisteney and that zeal which attests
our faith, it will be of but littde force
either with our children or with our-
selves.  As genuine conviction and
consequent regeneration of heart and
purposes, lies at the foundation of all
successtul religinous labor, it appears to
me the first and most important step for
us to take in the effort to retain our
younger members, is to endeanvor to
reach this foundation oursehes.  We
who are desirous that the children shall
remain with us in religious fach nust
have dwelt so carefully and  carnestly
upon the principle or princ.ples which
constitute us a denomination, that we
have hecome professors of the faith by
sight and conviction of its truth and not
as is so trequently the case, by mherit-
ance of the iraditions, hebits and places
of our predecessors.  When the power



