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çpirittnal improveanent. Suifer us then to rcview thc past, and exhort you
a3nin for the future to g-ird up) the loins of your iiimd, and, by a renewed
Plighiting of your voiv- to bc the servants of' 1-litia who lias called you to
lis kingdoin and grace, seek SO to f'uifil the part assignced you, that you Mnay
at last obtini the reward of the f;titlifutl.

Wce give thanks to God who, raIes over the kin-.doins of the earth, that
eucountry has beep pre.served froin the evils or war. The porteatous

el'oud wliicli at one0 tintie seîie taiing over our land) wvas speedily dis-
[ersed, and I-le who sittetl i pon the cceof' thme eartl, so, coatrolled the
Fa-esion)s of nien, and guided UC Coîmîîieis of' ruler>, as to turul aside the
threatened catastrophe of an arunied Cniilitet betw-eni two Christian na-
tiùis. We devoutly r-eogniiza iii this lîappy r-esuit, the answver to the cf-
fetual fervent prayer or the riLmrhteous. ;,Soille trust iin horses-, aîmd Soule
in chariots, but Nve will trust mn the naine o1l thc Lord: anmd wlmatever mnay
tlte apparent sutUtiency of' our nmilitary resoarces, we inaintain as oi i

5bield and watchwvord, that '- w'isdonii and kaowiedge is the stability of
dur damies, auid tic strengili of salvatioti .the 1uar of the Lord is our

Permit us again to reînlind you, dear brettrenl, fliat the chief end, and
~leia iîn ofo our chut'ch relations and as:ýociaîion)S, is the promotion

of spiritual religion ini Our awm hecarts, and uts extension in subduinig the
m1rd ta Christ.. The elasipof Uie saints is the bond of our union,
ind thie secret i'lapnlse of t1w Churcb's ngrsicpoiver. The spiritual
lfe witlîin, pervading,, every part, iaust prepare its iiienbcrs for the exlhi-
bitiona of the actîvities of a purilied nature, showingt tlinselves without
u such forios and Diodes of operatioîa, as shalh both iaîpress anad attract
thos-e 101o have niot yct coine wiUii the circle, fraom whieh the spiritual in-
bmaccesnt. " Let your liglit so shinc befoi'e in, that they nay
.,e your god works, and glorify your fatlier whicl is iii ieavn

The great etîd of* Uic iinistry is the conversioni of souls. If this re-
!ult does niot follow our labours, we inay well take Up tlîc discouragmng in-
quiry: 1' XWho hîath believed our report ?" fI wvîll avai1 us hittle, tliat wc
taye attractcd large coi) gu-gations, that mnultitudes are pleased Nwith aur
nministry, praise our Serinîons, and iaaanifest thie iiglicst regard for our
tersons and office. The peace and pi'osperity o? aur cburehies, in external
%hiags, nay bc prcservcd, and tlîcir nuinbers incr-cascd, and yet ail ibis is
notling in the acoinplishiuent of thme real work, notliag for God's glory,
aid iîo1hing- for our own ultiînatc and glorions reward, unilcss bclievers are
edified, and the Lord add unito, his liîurch sucli as arc saved. What we

ieet tih rougli bue grace of God, in the conversion of tlie soul at first, ana
in carrying on that wvork, to is full aîîd final eoiipletion, and timat on1l',
wili abide the test of the ordeal of fire, and bc the crown o? aur rejoieing,
in tile day of thme Lord JCsus.1"

But while we recogruize thec prcaching of the, Gospel by a living Ministry,
is thme chie? instruimentality atiîoiîgrst the agencies of' the cliureh, we would
cotfail to reîîîind you of your relations and duties. As of aIld, the wvord
preaclied may Lail of its intcnded, effeet, not being aniixed with faitia in-
î'mose whio lîcar it. A spiritual aniiiistry, and a, saved, sanctified people,
ue esseatial to, a truc representation af the visible body af Christ. Honce
ho duties whicia your relationas involve, are as binding and important in
he spiiere of .your calling, as those-of tlîe nminister in lais - and if neglect-
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