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enal Covenant of Setiand, and the Selema
League and Covenant of the three nations ;
atnd against severai s:' Ps otf tietetion frein
thse sane, both in former andi present
limes."

Tu the Icading prineipies of tlint testiiwe*
ny wve, with our mîore iniediate fathlers,
have steadiiy îîdlered, nu:wvitlistiinding tihe
varions chiang.es whiei have occurred i?) the
Secession. t) tir prese nt Testiieny, though
it cornes den'îî to latter tirnes, anmi einbraces
various quetttiolîs wiaich have sitce arisen,
is substîantiîîlly tite sanie 'vith the Jtidicial
Act and Tcstimeaîy of 1736, and redutpli-
catesuipenfit. ltwaseniictedN#ala18,1827,
and is entitled, 1' A Testimony to ile 'Irutlis
of Christ, agrccahiy te the NVestrniister
Standards, as received by the Reformed
Church of Scotiund; anal in opposition te
dufections from Ille Rteformation sworn te in
Britain and Ireland." A brie.f view cf the
Jessding and chnraicteristic principies of titis
Testiniohiy meay suthc te show thiciridcnti-
ty with those ot' thle Free Cliorch.

We heid ne peciili.r princiffies différent
frein those whici ivere lieldt b the L litirch
otf Sceîiatnd in formier tinmes, but, ceuasider
ourseivcs identicai in primifjle vvitii the
Clitrcli ef the Fir.,t and becoaîd Itetormati.
on, and bound te iw~iintain and presecute, in
snitablencss te, pre5ent Circitinstances, the
whole work ef Reformatios vhich our f'i.
thers, by thse goed linnd ef God upea thent,
were ennhled'te atrain.

In paîrticular, ive adiiere te that censtitii-
tien which the Church of Seotaanil frianicd
fer hierseif, in ate exercise cf lier ewvii fi-ee
and independent jurisdiction, andi are op.

o sed te ai encroaclanîcaîts mnade upen iL
v the Erastianisîn of te State, itiffl the sin-

fi suhîiniss:ions of' the Chaurch in former or
more rccent times.

Whiie ive regard fhelc R2-olution as a
gIertous woî'k oî Ceod, efl'ecin a biesseti
deliverance l'or thiï Ciiireli anîd couîntry', and
whîie we sympathise %% ith tite gaaod me'n %Nho
ttequiesccd in tie ý-cttcicti of the (lsurch
then mnade. as the be>t tait could be ohtain-
ed' at tie Liane, ive liment tîlie defects of tiat
settiemeait ; pairtictltirly is letiving the Se-
rond IBî'for'îiation te lie diîsuinoîired under
the infamnius Act !Zceký,:ry,nnd going bitck
for tie racîll ufl as catnstitition to the year
1592, thus oNcr1enkirag mally of' the anuain-
ments cf te ,cr-ondl Rct'orxatiuîî.

Mle we believe the Word cf 00(1 te bc
the sole and stiprerme stanidard in ai mnat-
sers5 cf faith unîd praî tLice. we reccive the
Wcestminster formailaries, viz, the Confes-
sien of Faitit, Caîtecitisats, Larger and Shtort-
er, Directery far NVership, and Form cf
Presbyt)-eria] Chureh Governanent, ns these
were eriginaiiy rec.eived by the Art-, cf the
Gexacral Asseznbiy cf the Cltiurel cf Scot-
land. in 1645 and subst:quexnt yeurs.

Wc lament the defections that have beea
made froin these standards, in doctrine, wer-
u1ip, discipline, and goernment; and par.

ticuiarly ail Socinian, Arminian, or Pellagi.
an tcnets; and testify against the ininy. net,
cf tyrannîcai gos'ernmeîit by the jaidienio.
ries cf the Chlîch, in the resîraitalt of dlite
nainisteritil freedoin, and, iii te iittiitti of
iniii.tevs lii rcvauuii 'igînta

IVe look lapol; ia% ialtro igIe lis culit ary
te the Worud of' Goal, t Ille hîeadsii of
Christ, te the ifl.Icîtadl(eîie cf tlle Cliii a l,
te tue lihterties ot Ilis retlacniea petople. tutid
as being, fratigii tia dai-er tlu u îtsaariai
ellicieîîey unîd thîe iatterestz; cf vital --odhf.
ness.

Nve belies'e tîtat tlie Lotd Jestîs Christ is
te soie lCitig anîd Miead or' li oven Ciai ci],

anîd titat ne titis, instituttiona 1Or citlas',v
eca bittd the coniscientce, uiile:.s iL lietr oaa it
the stanip cf lias iitîioîit. Anad ive rpa'gard
titis laead et testilîîoiiy ns cf the ir3t ainiaur.
tance-as the v'ital elentent wichi iservaie
and dignifies every oter, and wbîalî, titere.
fore, caîglat to lae iniîintaitied ait whittver tuât
cf saietitice anîd stîrtl'iig.

IVe believe tuait the Lord Jestis Chari:.t,
as the eaaiy K~ing in lus own sîaia-iîuad kaaag.
dont, lias tîppotintta terein a gui erlaieitt
ira the iatads ot' Clitireli otice-Iiert', I.
tinct froan, nd nut stsbot'tiite lu, the cii
nitgistrîtte, aind tiatt it Î. flie inîpertaise du.
ty et' the Cliîtrcli te mitianlain the iltilelain.
dentt jtarisdiction coîîferreui o.i lier las (irist
bile Lordi, and tce rettase lut :'i ni lier itiernai
cotlsaitutien anîd ai inristr. fiîn iii accotid
ance witi thte itws of the lantd. %victe tdicte
art centrtry te the havs of Cit ist.

We believe ilitt nationus, iniici îtit' tioi
ai caîptcity, aid ruiers, ais ratiers, aile ,îijvt
tu lis auîlaorty, anid buaad ta(cout lag ta
the ntature cf tue poiser., beýstusved (an tîteta
te (Io wiiut in titent. lies te 1,roniote liî
calise anal ghory.

'Vec lachieve atat tlic Chîurch and the Sanite
beiîig ecjuatiy ordinaimes otf Gcd. eali.ally
sulajeet te Citribt's iiiitiiority, atîtai Cal U.Iily
buad te advance Iis inte'esas,oaagit,iaiac.
cordince ivitlt thte respective aonwci toa-
ferreti on thetn, tei supporet une uneaitzr it
pronaoaing wvhatever is good. and ebpeciaaliy
tuait titey edgÇht te eu.uJ>eruîe togetiter ijr
pjuomoaing the giury cf Gcd anad ahe rei
wefare cf main.

Nations atnd '.eir ruiers heing suiijects of
Cittist, ive 1, aaýve it is laiqvfttl f'or itaemn te
swtar alleglia.-P 10 lim by enveïillg intc
selemn covenanuts or confederation-, te dlit
t'end Ilis cause, anad that it is seasoriale
and duaiful Le de se natfinaliv wlteî tiae re'
ligîcai and liberties cf a nation ntiay be ia
dang~er.

'aVîile Nve do net affirm fliat there wasno'
îing euipable er defert vo in the mensureSi

adupýted by eur fasthiers in presecuting lto
work of Reformation, ive believe thuat tlle ce'
venants entered fate by them wero in the
circumstances lawfui and lucudabie deeds,
and tha: great injnry bas resuiîed te the fa'
terests of religion and liberty from net ci'-
rying ont the ends wbich they concunp1ateds


