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God's invitation for all men to leave the captivity
of sin and be free. e does not compel men to do
=03 the way is the roadway of free will,  Why do
not all go ¢ Have you started ¢

Primary and Intermediate.
BY MARTHA VAN MARTER.

Lessox Tuovenr.  God Keops His Promises.

The new year opens with a song of gladness,

Captives set free, hearts rejoicing, God's promises

coming true!
Let the joy bells r the year.
He has y the seed

we sow, and he will do it.  We may go to our

¢ on through

Godd is true! omised

work wany times in puin and weariness; we may

sce so little fruit of our lubors that we may often

be tempted to question if the results will Justify
the outlay.

Send the dark thought buck whenee it eame!
God ix true, and our labor of love he will reward
r his own love's sake!

The Captivity. [Muke on the board a little out-
line of the Jews' country, with a square marked

rusalem.”  Make another outline of Persia,

with ** Babylon ™ in the midst.
lem and Bubylon with a chain, and tell the story
of the carrying away of the Jews into captivity,
Make *“8in " in very large letter
and impress the thought that the captivity was the
outcome of gin—the choosing of self before God.
Read a part of Psalm 137 to show the sorrow of the
captives,)

Set Free. The King of Persia was nwmed Cyrus,
Many, many years before Cyrus was born God
talked about him to his prophet. He knew what
Cyrus would do.  He knows euch one of us just as
he knew this great king.
God thoughtof us. e sent us here to do his will,
Jjust as he gent Cyrus. Some people want to know
his will, and others do not. Auntic was trying
to tell Charley what mamma said about his going
skating. But he did not want to hear. He said,
*“8he didn’t tell me not to, and I don’t want to
hear what she said.”” This was because he wanted
to do the thing that pleased Charley !  But
Cyrus listened when God told him what to do with
the Jews who had been slaves seventy long years,
ick to Jerusalemn, and
let them build a house there in which to worship
me.”  And Cyrus obeyed without asking any
questions.  This ix what we must learn to do—he
glad to know what God wants us to do, and then
do it right away.,

Conneet Jerusa-

along the route,

He suid, “ Send my pe

veparing to Go Home. Not all the Jows in
Bubylon went buck to Jerusalem. But those who
eould not go sent gold and silver and goods and
cattle, besides a freewill offering for the house of

God, /

Before we were born |

00L BANNER, [Tan 1.

A great many Jews were soon ready to go. Iow
glad they were to start for the dear old home ! The
king gave them the beautiful vessels of gold and
silver which  Nebuchadnezzar had taken away
from the Lord's house,

Do you want to know how the Jews felt when
they went back to Jerusulem?  [Re
of the 126th Psalm. |

ad five verses

The Captivity of Sin. Do
you think that some of the
captives in Babylon were
children? O, yes. And do
you know that there are
many little captives now in
this very place? They have
=% not been carried away to a
! strange city. to be surc; but they have a hard

master, and they are poor, miscrable captives.

See, T will make a chain, and we will name some

of the links that hind them. [On links of the
chain print ** Temper,” * Idleness,” * Seclf-will,"”
cte ete ] Who is their master? 1 see you know,
Yes, it is Satan, and he is a very hard master, 11
tries to make us think we are free, and all the time
he is drawing his chains tighter and tighter about
us,

The One who Sets Free, Cyrus was a great king
Butthere is a greater
King who can set all captives free! You all know
his name. It is Jesus. Let us sing abotit him.
Ring n verse of ** All hail the power of Jesus'
Do you know any little captives ? Wil

who set many captives free

name,"]
you tell them about Jesus, who ean * break every
chain?™ And if you are bound even by a very
little chain, will you let Jesus break it ?

OPTIONAL HYMNS,
No. 1.
. ¥e that love the Lord.
Wark, for the night is coming,
; Give me some work to do,
I love thy kingdom, Lord.
The Church’s one foundation,

Come

No. 2.
| A mighty fortress is our God.
| Art thou weary, mt thou languid

Whenever trials press my soul,
The Lord is my strength and stay.
Fear not, O troubled soul, nor yicld,

|
|
|
1
% The Lesson.Catechism.
J "For the entire school, ]
| 1e Who restored the Jews to their native land 2
Cyrus, King of Persia.

2¢ Who stirred up his spirit to do this? The
Lord.

3. Who gludly returned to huild the house of
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