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to love tco late. Iu studying Ce4-r\,antts %ve find that biis place is
wvitiî I-I orner, Dante an:d Shakespeare, the worldl's higlbcst authorities
outside die Scriptures, the indircctlv inspircd -writcrs for ail tîntes
aind cousntries. 'Ihfese are die four naines the %vorld can îîcvcr for-
get; ail the rest iliIt wcll be lost wliilc these reinain. Vet, re-
inarkablc as a Cerva,îtcs' gcnius, lic lias a. stili decpcr charmn for
us and a ýstrong0er dlaini on our love andi admniration as a mian and a1
liero ivibo lived out biis ow'n tragic life and macle no0 fuss ab~out iî',
calîcci no attention to it, never blanicd liiimself or othiers, and pre-
servc(l tlirough ail dic sa-ving- grace of being able to laugli at blis
mlistak'es. lin those days of too niuclî pcssimiismn and cynicismi, it
is refireshitiig- 1 tliink of tlîis ignorcd but illustrious sciiolar %vliose
bard fate failed to cnibitter or miake censoriouis, wvho evcm lookced on
lire wvit istu vet toîcrant cycs, forgettimîg liow~ to winie or- snccr?
%viîo, iii blis owni words ' w'as conitenit xv'itl litle tbough dcsiring
more."

D)on Miguel Cervatîtes w~as bornii i :\lcalla, ncar Madrid, in die
%'ear 1,547, :1 few years alter the close of tiat miagnificent era of Fer-
dinand an;d Isabella clurin g wlîici Spain biad becomie Cmlanicipated fromn
die M0oorislî yok c. 1-l is parents lv'ere poor and littlc is knlown or bis
carly life. I-le says; imself thlat: lie alway's lovc(i poctry for is
olvn sakze and blis carei as a writcr "'as reafll ope:îed by culogy
w'rittmî on Queen Isabeila, tlîat noble wvonian to wbomn mot onlly
Spain but our ow'n Aicrica cwes sucbi a debt: of gratitude. But Cer-
vantes liad otbcr amibitious outside the literary Iine ; tbose were
figlîting tiirnes and lie long-ed to be a soldier. 11ir oj)portiuliity caille

ini uIl reigtu of Plilip Il. \%bIcn a League lv'as fornîced against the
Saracetîs, tlle Cliristianii'. ancient eneniv. Our votung w'riter joincd
the League and prcpared witb great ardor to talzc part iii tbec batik'
of Lepanto (1 37l). W'bii tdie grand day camle it fouind imii Ila.-;.
condemniied t0 bcd, iii lvitlî fêver 1 But wvbcn the signal for- battle
%vas gil-Cil luis spr.it triunîlplied over physical wceakmîess, anid rising
lie riisbled on deck exclaiiming: ''I w'otld ratdier die figlbting for God
thian tbink of miv ow'n safcty and remiain under cover.'' The story
of tlîat faionls %,ictorý', one of dic miost (lecisive iii Ille Nvorld's luis-
tory, is too well known t0 nee(l repcating; it lvas the last great
baîtie between Tuirk and Christian and -%v'lîcmi the day w~as donc hIe
.sca-power of the Saraceni w'aq brokcn for ever. Cet--
vantes took a noble part in thc strugglc, so bravely' and dcespcra-tely
did lie figlit that although wouinded iii Ille brcast and wvill biis left
hiand cruslied, lie stili fougblt on uincomîscionis of paini, tilI at Last lie
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