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hiis forces aîîd in the l3attle of Piultowa the Swedishi armiy suifer-
cd tlicir first gr-eat defeat. Charles lîinself escaped and reaclied.
Benîder', wliere lie wvas w'elconed by the Sultan.

Charles reineiid loir five years a gucst of the Sultan. In
1710 lie succeedcd. in getting the rkis to dclare w'ar against,
Russia. Peter allied imiiself wvit1i the governors of -Moldavia and
Wallachiia, and iflarclied sottli t<)he river' Prutlî. Hlere lie -%vas
bet a.yecl by the \Vallaeluian governor and surr-omnded by aTrk
ishi arnîy. J-le wvas able, to huy a truce. from the Grand
Vizier, 1)3 whicli lie surx'cndercd ilvow', and luis conqucsts on ti:'-
Sea. of Azow to TîI3

Dui'ing Charles' absence in rpurkey' the Svcdishi forces hiad,
beenl driven fî'oin Polanid, and Augustus liad re-entcred, a,% king.
The alliance betw'een Russia. l)ennarkz axîd Poland hiad been re-
newed, and Peter haad occtIIied Liv'onia, Esthionia and. Curland.

In 1714 Charles w~as x'equested to leave Turkey as his pres-
ence w'as flot iii accordance w'itli thie Peace, of' Prithl. Ti'avellingr
througli 1-ungary axul Geiîany in disgulise, lie rcaceed Sti'alsund.
w'Iicli was being b)esieged by the allies. The city wvas foî'ccd to,
surrender in Decemiber, 1715, but, Char'les managed to escape.

Peter the Gî'eat, mî'o mvas (lisSatisfied w'itli the existimng alli-
ance, now enteî'ed into negotiations with Char'les, and a tî'uce -%vas
arranged. Chiaîles now miade extensive planis of conquest against
Dcnmarkz and Prussia. -Ils p)lans, however, were broughit to an
end ln 1718 whien lie met lus deatu at Ilime siege of Frediishiafl
lin Norway. *With Charles' dcatli Swedci) no longer figui'ed. as a
gçreaIt power. Tlue Comncil of State w'ilîi took over the govern-
ment made peace with Prussia. Deninai'k and Poland, and in
1721 by the Peace of Nystadt caine to to an agreemnent with
Russia. Prussia. reccived. Poîmi'ramia and a. fcw islands, Den-
iiarkz commuecial adva-iitages and an indemnii.y, 1?ussia the pro-
vinces along the ]3a.tic, -while in Poland .Augustus was recognizedl
as king. Sw~edlenii i retui'n hiad. Finland i'estox'cd and indenimities
paid by flic dillerent, comitî'ies. Thus iussia aîter twenty years
of wvaî hecaiîîe. a.t Swd e' Xp)Cise thîe leading power of the
north.
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