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dlolccffar îiieilc. Muclu as iost wvorlccrs, in iIlue rush
aitîd hurry of our finiec, necti a litIle quiet for traicuil
tîmouglit, too icili hranquility and 100 mucli con-
tenmplatioui iad ho liarren sel f inidulgence, injurions
îotuî ho hume Cuhristian and dlie social fle. Thle fieldl

tua%' bc fallowv t00 long ! 13>' a too exclusive pre.
occupation vif hi N2 'andl conmparative forget fui
uicss of duie fachs; anîd uieeds -f limitait lire, ih is easy
for duie ininul ho glitlc' inseîîsîbiy into a iîîood iii whlicui
fle story of thie Cross se'ems a contradict:oi and< an
atiniîaly. \Vlit tier beautifuully Iîrinigs ont tlik; trulli
ii )lis poeimi, Il The Meetinig-:

But Nature is îlot solituîde.
'l'lie crowds as wviil lier tirongiîîg îtond,
1 er iany liauids reacli ouf lous.
lier tuiait)y longues arc g-urrtiloti«s,
Slie %vill îlot Icaive our senses stili.
litit drags îlîcîn captivec a.i lier %vill,
Aîid, unaling -îrtli too grr-at for lmt'aven,
Sîme lIndes the Giver iii Ilic given

Thius is probalily ouie reason wliv quicli nîcuî 'us Arnuold
anîd iliotrcau have taken ail atitude antagoistic în
evaîîgelîcal Cliristianity. NVe ueed, for Ouîr 'ouîl's
lealth, 10 be brouuglit face 10 face wvith Idie uceels aumcl
stifleriiîgs wvlich itle %tory of diîe Cross atone eau
mueet, espcîally %vlien, tliroimgiî inuicui absorptioni li
dlie outward lire of Nature, suicli uîeeds; iii our owii
hiearts are for tie hine lullcdl ho slcep. Aîid we mîced
îî not Icss for ouîr uîcaltuîy life as humian it g tlîau
for Ouîr lîcaltlîy religiotns lire. Thougli WVordswvorthi
tells uts tliat Il thîe impulse of a vernal wvoo(l " will
-teaci rus more of umari " titanî ail Ille sages, yet ail

-ire uîot eiually seunsituve ho ils lessouis. and, for Mîost
peoiple, a little real uvork ainong- Ilîcr fcllow men, a
feuv lioiiest abtciîpîs 10 liell auid synipatliizc, wvill il-
inuicli mnore salutary. \e iiccd orur Il ieedy brelli.
ren " as uniclh as tlîey necd rus. Tîmere us a lîiglier
liappincss, one more wvortlîy of moral bciimgs, in
lielpuuîg bllc lielpless, ininfsteriligy 10 blose wvho neecl
Otur linistrations, -resctuing hile perishing, titanî evcuî
in cnjoyin g thie uuost exquiisite sccîîery wvith wlich
,Natuire can surrouinu us, or unt yîelduuîg to tic unost
lascmnating inflruenîces of lier tlîouusand speils. Each
inx ils place is good. huit fle~ is better than dt-eaiuîmg,
anid so wc ia> liuîd comnpensation evel ii tIhe butter
aritinuii wifds Ilae depruve uts of diec clieu'ishied suin-
mer deliglits of iiitiunate comuniion wvi1l Natuire, if
hlîey ouîly dý iv'e ris bac< t0 takie upl tie buirdeuis of
ouîr felloxv inen and inake stimuler ii the son! for ouur-
selve., anti otiiers, wlueiu grini muiter reiguis li field
anid svood. Thliere are miany wvays un winchî we
realuze the iuîinite trulli of diîe wvords o(Clirist H'I-e
fîmat losth ufis fle shahl fiuîd it."* For

f.ovds a ilower iliat wvill nrt die
For lack of feify screen;

Anud
Tfiere are, un tfiis loiid stienuig tidc

01 làuLimai care anîd crime
\\'uh NvIfin Ille iie'lodlies abide

of thu' et-erlastiuig clile-
Wliocarr' inimsic in tlieir limaru
flîrougu duisky fane and ivrarigling imiart,
1l tiii ulicir daily task svitli huier fe'ut
l3c;,"-ise tlicir secret liearts a lîoly siraimi r.:pe.as.'

God*.a bubh and lîiglist revelatioui of Iîiislf ho
iîiu u fl, n.ut a ui bt spirîlual, aditi muil of tice

Ieuling of Naut u and tlle disci pline of Illfe is intend-
ud to teatl ilus this And it is renarkatui anti sî--
geuui t]Itat, ini bie gocid P>rovidenîce of God, îvlio over-.
riles cItI lîimait affaiurs, ie scasom of Nattire's del)-
est glouiii is tliat îîî whiîcl lim; Chîristian Clîumrclî cele-
brites, the .\d'cnt iiiid Incarniabon of God'b liigliesh
ruelati,outo Ihlnîseif in Clîrust-tmu uiîe hiope of
I uiiîîaihyt

"IGIVE THANKS TO GO])."

<;ive ulanks to God %viio reiguis on figh,
X'cu inales ouîr wtanf s H is care:

1le liceds tihelînngry ras'em's cry,
le licars lits pcople's prayer.

11wricli tuie promises div~ine
%Vluich faith nîay boldly plcad
thl liglit and coinfort how nluey sfuinc.
1ldw well fhe lîi ce cadi need 1

A v'ery inîstructive lectuire wvas delîverecl lash weck
1, tuc 11ev. J. Il. Macicar, B.A., ii dhie iectîîre hall
f Crescent Street 1 P*reslbytrian Clîurclî, Moiitrcal,

tlc sublject b;img dime sùmewhulat paradoxial une( of
-II.uppy îeai Chuina.'* Mr. MlacVicar sIiuwved umu

a miost eiiterhiiingi mariner lîuw China wvas happy
in ils iser>, amîd miserable un ils lbaçpiness. l'lie
le-cture %%ab illuisîrated b> excellenit phuotograplîuc
.îev.s taketn direct frontî real lift. and senmie it Chîiuîa,
xi.. thirown oi thec screen by lirneliglit frumn a fille
latcitn. .A large autience vvab pre;crit, arîd libtcne-d
.% itlu wrapt alttntiou ho thme lecturef*s graplîîc dtelea-

[ionis of Cliriese fle aînd character mn Ilue Flosvcry
Kinîgdomn.

Piîslînpl qesuuuîls, of Louisiana, says. .. An
<'duication wvlicli Icaves out thue divine is flot corn-
jicte; it is ami injustice ta rîrir hutmain nature. Il is a
v<'m-y ponor religiont, on the other lîand, whuicl i rnder-
lakes ho leave out educaîlon."

THE CANAD)A I1RESBYTERIAN

AMONG CHINESE PIRATES.

11IÏ N a yout I, aîîd a voracious de.
v'ourcr of books, îîo stories pleas

vdnie hetter i ban UIl thrilling ail-
ventures of soine Pirate. The
enterprise wcre necitlher denied nor

p)art to e.\crcise 100 rigid a scrîîtiny. lie and his coin.
panions %were aci ordcd the sl.mlus of I lerocs Th'le
dasli and dairilig of Ibeuse tlcsperadcls, tie rush wvîîh
wIlîîcIitliey carr îed everything lx.fore tiieni, and the
lngcnuity v. îth v.hici thecy elîided tlicir pursuers and
retaiîicd possession of die spoils, beclouided nîy judg.
meînt suflicicuty 1>' inlak ile ready, to condonc wl'hat
1I oiild lîa% e condînncd. But sînce those ear>
day s inan% «t deinsmon lias hecîî i tidely dispelled. anîd
In sYIIl)ath %vitli Piratus lit ii Jaicular lias beeti
ver>' clletîvely dissipated, For iii the interval, and
ilînre t1luiî onice, 1 liavc liad sonte op)portunsiity of ex-
ainiing thîcîr v. or l~ utnconifortably close qîîartcrs;
anîd huec glanîotir of romance qîîîckly disappearcd
amnid die per turbations of a grini repu-lsive realîty.

Stîcli i.nemlories luappen flot ho hc unlseasonialle,
ai a tintîe wlîcn tlue huarts of natiy are beiiîg mnoved
wihhî a1 devouit tliankfulnless Eachi lifc lias its own
retrospuct, andI alun- tlle wa.y of the yu.trs thoughit
îalics t.s ail back ho inatiy a place wliere sve have set
ui) a stone of remeîîîbrance. Thlerc lire several in.
cideîîhs in îîîy owin career, whiclî it is impossible ho
rucali withotit feelings of gratefulness. One or two
of these experiences mla> briefly he rucotintud.

\\'lien vîsiting Shanghuai soine years ago, ilny
%vire anid 1 miale scveral attenipts to reacbi Forinosa,
îîot only because of die wvotiîrokiîs beauty' of tie
island, with its great canîphior forests and ils mîaunî .
firent trec em a esei liILcawic it, (lie
homte of Rev. Dr. Mcl'ay, and Illc scelle of oîie of thie
niost flourishing missions of tdie Prcsbyterian Cliuircli
iin Canada. Disappoitiinent succeed disappoîint.
ment liowcver. No suitable craît wvas atinotîîcccl to
sail for sorte days v.e worîld have lîad 10 mlake Ont
way first to Fouchow. wlicrc aniother wvait confroîîted
uis ; wvc liad the prospect of eîîcotînîering a Monsoion
at that scason of Ille year , \,l discovered that the
nîleîlod of effectiîng a laîîding ai Forjiiosa wvas de.
cidcdly priiiite, and wvas likely to entaîl Soule i-
conveience ; and il also transpîrcd tuaIt it was
<loutfiu wvbther wec ould sect-re early convoyance
tlicnice to J long Kong, v. here ive liad to kzeep) an lun-
p)ortanît cngaigieent. I lence, with somte reluictance,
v. c abiliàdoiied teîîîpurarily ont purpose, resol'ing to

isit Foi Iniosa later on, wvben olir visit 10 H-ong Nong
slhotld have becî conlipiehed. On Our wvay S3oltl,
however, wvc Icarnud %% ith îfleasnre tlîat a verx' coin
fortaleI B3ritish stuaiîîer îvould saîl front Hlong K{ong
for Aino> sliûrtly alter ur arrivai at tie fornmer
port ; anid at oiîct %% e maîde up our iiîîînds la sectire a
passage by lier. In dite tiie wu reaclîed IHong
Kong butii, lu out retiewedl dîsappointinîent, wve
fokilild tliat the. bteamler in question was 10 sail two
liokirs later ! V belad îlot exe tcd start at snicb
short notice , indeLd, alruady tired out by a voyage
of ticariy i lInce days, and a local enîgagemnent liaving
to bu kupt, Ille thîng ivas practically ont of tie ques-
tion. so, wviîl very keen regret, we were once mlore
comipelled 10 abiandon ont long, clîerislied project.

But mark mliat îmmnedîately foilowved. he day of
wvbicli 1 ai sp)eakîng,, wvas Tuesday, Deceinher 9thi,
i S;u The P. ai .steamier Mirzapore, rîponl
whilui wc biac arrived fromn Shanghai, dropped
anclior off die quay about 8 a.in. For two liours wve
liad beeîî gliding oiiwp.rd, ainid aIll the glories of an
Easternî suntrise, througli those numlerons beautifîîl
islands whicli mark die approaci. 10 Hong Nong's
superb hiarbor. About 8 a.m. the ZVanoa, die
steamer for Amoy, sailed. At i o'clock, Wvilde lunch
wvas beiîîg served in thle saloon, two lîuindred of die
stecragt- passengerts blhoved tbiîîiseives armed tipon
tie deck, antd at opcu suizcd the blil. The wlieel.
mari of course, and oiue or two utliurs, lîad to be reck-
oueLd % itb b3 the Pirates, and tlhe comimotion winrch
cnàtued caused tu calitain to daslî up the compartion.
way on the run. lIc wvas inistaîtly sliot, and dîed
scion afterwvardb. \Vîtbiir i few mioments, tlîrec
Chbers were killed aiàd four ivere îvounded. Uncof
diec saloon passeiégers NIio oflerud rusistance ivas
tosscd' overboard and drowniud. Meantînue, wlîile
p.nic arîu slatigliîr teîgned, thu steamner coîîtinted
serenely on lier course. If passing vessels liad
cauight a closer viewv, thecy wvould bave observed Iliat
the two l:-xndred innocent looking coolies hiad con-
fidently tliroiwn off tîreir disguises; for they liad nowv
turned thecir blouses inside.out, and Io thecy wore
boldly thie Iivery of thieir profession! As regards thle
passengers, native and foreign, dexterous fin-ers re-
Iieved tlienli rapidly of wvhatcver valuables they wvere
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found ho possess ; and Ilion Ille origialt owners of
tîmese spoils xvrc securely Ioclied (1p Ili diec shate
monts andl placed tîuler guard. 1;3 anîd b', ait a
pîlace previotisl>' appointcd, six junilis were overtakien
as tlie> lazily mocved along. Bt t Ilose quiuet (lecl<s, iii
a few moments, becamne fairly alîve wvîtl buis' workiers;
nearly diec wlmole of diec cargo of dlie Anicoy vessel, ru-
)reSeîIltilig a valle of 1aliont $25.000, %%as rapidly
transferred to flici ; thie cuigines of flime steamer Nvcre
dIisahled, aîîd the rires ext'1ngurisIjcd, dic loats, swing-
Ing iii die davits, wvere reiîdere'd uiselcss ; diîe six
J unks litîrried away in as many dilffrent dlirections5
anti fie ecîtinfi affair wvas ended !

And 'eýt, liappily, il wvas îlot ended. As
Souln a~ l ntelligenîce of îbec proreediîigs
reaclîed Ilong KCong flic v. lole cil> %vas
stirred The incident was not indcud uniquc,
for tis v. as ie firthi occurrence of thie lkind tbat liad
lu anspired wîthîn lime prcceding tli;rty ycars ; but if
wva, stifficicntI3 serions 10 warrant prompt action.
Accordîngy diue British atiorities brouiht Ille ma.î
1er ai once to dime attention of dlie Ciiinese (3o%-erii.
nient, anîd even) offéed ho seîîd a couiple of iuien-of-
-,war in instanît pursuit of Ille robbers. Buti tlle
Cliiinese \'îccroy baiglhtily- ,tfrird.( that lus resources
wec quite cqîîal ho the occasion, and tlecliîîed aIl as
sistance, witi tlic result tliat tie tascals wvere alînost
lieyond reacli before tdie cnibrous local înaclîîncîy
lîe-aî achually ho inove. Several of die Pirates wec
subscquently secuired aiid belicaded. At least il wvas
offiially annouinccd duat justice lîad bc 'et) satîsfied,
thigli il is quite possible tlîdt anion- tliose wlîo iade
expiationi were sortie %%lio stfferedl unjustly. Still, iii
tumîs vay, thie popular irest wvas qîîiched ; anid thie
leisuirely smppiiig of he:u and smnokinîg of opium wVCtC
resumned wvItli tiîidisguised gladiiess.

Atiotlier 1itientîory, recallîiîg thie Iluitter and thîrill of
a ver>' disagrecable experience, coînis back to mie
now as I %vrite It wvas hwo days sul.sequeiit ho the
Namoina incidentî, anid wluile duie rever of Iliat liorricl
excihenîenl still burîied iii bvrbd lood. My
%vire ail'! 1 wvvre passetigers on dime steamer flonan,
proceeding tip) the Pearl River to Canîtonî. The saîl.
uinder otuier cir'-uistances, 'vomild hîave beeni sîiipl>
chariiîing. Islands, sequestcred grov-cs, pleastire re-
sorts, curions pyramidal Pagodas ; -the eye iniglit
have enjoyed a coîminuial feast. liesides, ie cLphaiui
ivas a liiost genial Aierican, amid lie did evcrythi:îg
iii bis powver ho inakc lus teinporary guesîs fuel at
home. Stili Iliere wvas but one thiougbt uipperînost
iii every iîîind ; %vc lad seî sonme tigly look-s and
scowls on Chitiese faces as we uîad wvalkced tial day
in Ille streets of I-long Konig, anîd tliere wvas every-
wl'iere a feelîîîg, of risk anid unirest. Th'lis apprelien-
sion wvas certainly not lesseîied wvlicii we observed
bluat, as soon as it becamne darli, Ille Cluinese steerage
passufîgers on board were licing %%,ttclied fromn above
by an arine'l guard ! Thîe captaîii, mnoreover, kindly
thougli lie wvas, neyer allowed bis revolver ho lie bce
yond rcachi of luis liand . and, alhogcther, tie atimas-
pliure tended 10 givt onu die crutps. Inagiuie tuiiî
aur consternation wvbiîi, thec darlincss liaving nowv
settled dowvn about us, out steamer wvas 1perciinptoriiy
liailed froin a boat tbat %vas being swviftly rowed 10
ward uis. XXe aIl iooked instinctivcly towvard our
captaimi, wlbo liad spruing to Ilis feet. 1, A iniglit
aîtack tlîis tlme ; antd a capture -sure !" somte one
cxclaiied ; and ivc ail trictl ta ledl reconciled to Ille
inev-itab1c. Thec captaiiî yelled sontie rapid orlc'
wlîiclu of course we tlid juot uîudcrstand - die steamei(r
ivas actually stopped, and six rotngli Iooking mn
camle rip oveir diîe sliip's side! Wheni our captain
silently led tlin beiow, and the seven forms disap)
peare(l froni orîr view, it is uîot too unucl 10 say Iliat
our nerves were %votind to duie point of suprenie tell
sion. At suicli a moment wve could confidemitly hiave
discovered thie forbidding visage cira Pirate in almnost
any one. Our feelings, Ibowever, proved in Il pre.
seunt instance, 10 blave bemu quuite niedlussl3- alarined.
.tlie savage raid miade uipon ouîr steamer by six\ stal-
wvart frechooters turcci out to be mercilvtcquite coin-
nion-place vîsit of a îar>' of Custoi 1-bouse ofcials on
the searcli for sinuggucrs !

On otlier ny crs uf China, further tu thue east%%.ird,
as weC cspied thue littIC brass cannuii, Vvliili aie cve;r
fouind ou the dccks of diue inruuîuieurable fieièglit Junlss,
v. e were continuitIly ruîîindudkc( t1maI lme 111-erelitiits of
Illeî empire nia> %%(!l offlù a prayer for - bose wsbo
gTo tiown to hIe suia in blipls." Thiere is one perid
ever rmpending wvhiicb i, as desýtructive of cargoces ab
storms or shoals. It is upoim such crafh, uni no0 bt*iis
capable of coping v. itli a tvell arrÀd and coui aguns
foc, that the Piraite deliglitb ho swoop. Dut it has
also liappent;d uccasionally, itl bappenced III i Svo, dur-
ing our eastern sajtîirfi uf wiuichi 1amno IIw ritîng,
tnaI the persouî of a rnissionary wvill bc seized, and
tuhe Pirate wvilil bold Ilis viilli as a luostage, maie or
feinale, as die casu mla> b.-, until a sufficicat ransoin
is fortlicoming.

Doubtless nuy %vife and 1 wverc someîîîmîcs in risk
from dits quarter, wlien wu inro ivise stispectcd îlîat
therc wvas any danger. At otlier times wvc were consci.


