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In a wel-known essay Macaulay says.
"We know noa spectacle se ridiculous as tht

British public in ont ai its periodical fins ai
maraliny." We tbrusn than quotatiqa ant
Principal Grant once wben discussing a public
question in a private fiendiy îvay and be
parried the tbrust by saying that a peiadicaI
fit ai morality is a good thing. Uncro'lbtedly
it is a good hing campared wth ne morality
n ail. It is a gi-t pity that morality shouid
make itself appear ridiculous but evenaa
ridiculous appearance may do some gaod.
Tht periodical fit shows that tht public
conscience is net so dead that it cannot put
an a spurt. A spurt is a poor nhing in eitber
meraîs ar religion, but it is maay timnes better
thon cbronic deadness.

Prebably Mactiulay would have said that
iew nhings are more ridiculaus than New Year
resolutians. Had he used bis marvellous
potrs in showing how easily and how quickly
New Year reslutions are broken, be might
have sbamed bis admirers out ai making
resolutions on New Year's day. And yet New
Year resoitutions are gond things evea if they
are sometimes quickly broken. They show
that desire for improvement still lives in tht
breast af tht man wbo makts them. Tht
man wbo thinks be cannat be improved bas
ne businqss down htre. Earth is non bis
sphere. Just whert lse oughn no go, or be
sent, we cannot sny but this world bas noa
further use for him.

How would it do for ail the preachers in tht
Preshyterian church in Canada ta take a new
start ta this new year and try ta preacis better
sermons than they ever preacbed before.

Brother Perfect stand as-de, please. We
have no word for you. Paul could non do you
auv pend and a msan that Paul failed on need
non be tried by anybody tise.

Brother Know-it-all, please keep company
wîth Brother Perfect. A mninister wbe knows
it ail need non discuss improvemnent in preach -
îng or Ln anything tIse. lau two brethren
have notbtng ta do but look down patronisiag-
ly an nbe resn ai us.

Tht New 'Vear is a ;;.dtine for an ai-dia-
ary pi-acher ta ask bew he .an imprave bis
sermons anrd inrease bis pulpit power. In is
a piny that se many sermnonLshsould , oisie so
isear being frst -lass and for tht want of a
certain sonethng just faau ta get inta than
ciass. Perhaps a lttle more work would have
out nhem inta fi-st place. Not long ago wc
heard ai a theological professer, himscli an
excellent pi-tacher, who advised a iriend tu
put -just another bout" on bis sermons.
The friend was an able, scholanly man and the
professer nhoughn he mighn by nocher hour's
worlc maire sermons aiready good considcrably
better. Than proiessor knew bis business.
An heur af earcs work spent amter a sermon
Is fiished in striking out redundant wards
and sentences, in lighting up duil paragraphs,
in adding apt illustrations or allusions, in
rnercilessly sbornening arguments that prove
thinks nahody present denîts, and in drawing
tht pen tbrough sncb fundamental facts -ns
that a shepherd is a mais who takces care ai
sheep. An bout of vigaraus work ai this
kind would rcdeemn many a sermon fram
mediocruty and lengthen and strengthen nlany
a pastorate.

Dr.Guthrie urged Donald Fraser ta prepare
onîy one sermon a week and lay eut ail bis
strengtb on it. Dr. Fraser did non taire the
advict because bu, tells us he "'could neyer
bear toelabotat the materials af a sermon or
addtess, " and that he hiadt a canstinuional
dislike ta nakissg pairis. That may have been
ail vety well for a man like Donald Fi-asti-,
but we are non ail Donald Fi-asti-s. Tnking
pains must be tht indispensable conditions ai
succrss lfi- most ai us.

We bave ne sympatbv with tise cry nisat thse
pulpit is doomed ta loet s power. In it does
the fault will lie maialy with tht church and
with tht mca wbo occupy tht pulpit. Tht
outside rivais ai-t nat werth discussing simply
because thcy are nat rivais. Tht press is
usually cansidered tht greatest rival, but as a
niatter ai fact it-might be -and sometimes is

anc oi the pulpi's best helpers. Tht danger
cames from unreasonable demands by the
church for wark outside at the pulpit ; from
arganizations that think, or seem ta think,
they can do the work ofi the pulpin beter than
it is dont by the pulpin ; (ram the pinching
ofipoverty in tht manse, a pioching that is
sure, sanner or inter, ta cripple the pulpit ; and
fronm a reliance an ecclesiastical machinery
than cannot be mot cd wilbout puipit power.

Congregatio-ss migbt contribute greatly ta
this new start oi their ministers by takijng a
new start themnselves. Tht ncw start might
show itseif ia mare regular attendance on
Sabbath ; ini contributing mort iberalîy ta-
wards the congregationai revenue; in better
attendance an the prayer meeting; in living
better lives, and in a bundred différent ways.
Adding twa or thrce huodrcd dollars toaa
minister's salai-y helps mightiy ta givt him a
new start.

There is somne rather weak preaching, no
doubt, but the weakest ai it is quite as gond
as a great deai cf tht hearinig. The standing
curse af the church is that so many people
think the minister should be and do every-
thing about perfect while tbey may be any-
thing they please or do anything they
choose.

Suppasîng we conclude than we are ail, min-
ister and people, a rather poor lot and take a
fresi stsart for the New Year. There is no
reason wby we mightnont be and do better.

POINTS 0F VALUE IN DOING
EFFECTIVE Cli RCH WORX.*

Among tht fi-st and mosn essential requi-
sites ai doing effective church work is that the
worker be clorhed with the spirit af resigna-
tiori and anîmatcd by the virtut af nbankful-
ness. As an example ai gracefal resignation
and sincere thanks I stand befote you
to-night. Againsn mystrongly expressed wish
yau have donc me tht distinguisbcd honor af
clectîn , me ta the Presidency of this Council.
1 have in this deferred my own opinion ta
yours, thinking that perhaps tht man you saw
mighn be bttter than the man or the ego th-it
1 myseif saw, and thus I have srivta ta
exhèbn the vstut of resignatian. and non like
that ai a martyr, but rather as anc desirous ai
daîng ta the utmost ai bis powers whatever
he could for tht furtherance and advancement
af the cause that created anid has carried an
the work ai this Couucii.

Let me ton, flot oaly cherish, but express
miy heaity thanks for tht distinction vou have
placed upan me. In is ane bt hIbad no hope
of reaching,but it is ont whic,having reached,
1 prîze as a mast honorable distinction, for
thîs amongst ottier i-casons good and suffici-
ent, that it bas been flled for some Vears
back by anc af aur most learned and distin-
guished presbyters, Mr. William Mortimer
Clark. PI utarch tells us of Tîmotheus tht
Athenana, who had been a partîcular favarite
ai fortune, as the aid worshippers ai Jupiter
put it, that upan recaunting bis victorits
among bis fiends, he added an the end af
several gi-t actions, "And in thîs Fortune
had ne share ;" alter wbich, it is observ-ed in
histary,tbat be neyer prosperedîn anytbïngthat
he undertook. Tht Presbyterian wbo speaks
ai Providence as the Gi-tek did ai fortune is
net likciy ta prosper ta anything that be under-
takes, and, that we may prosper, let vour
prescat chief officer bumbîy acknowledge bis
stase af gratitude ta Hiim wham tht men ai
ancient time dimly recognized as Fortune.

We are, bowevcr, met n-night ta take
counsel togettrer upon seme 1'points ai value
ia doing effective Church work' The meet-
ings ai ibis Preshylerian Council sbouid be
made practical. We muenbere in a quasi-
paliament ; we bave equal vaices in dis-
cussion : we are ail eligible ta be heard;
we are in what may be caled ia distinction to
aniser cburch meeting.- an ecciesiastical comn-
mitcet ai the whoie. At thc Sabbath day
meeting all thteiders but ont art sulent ; the
ane active, tht many passive ; tht one moving
and the onhers being movcd ; but onîy so if
tht preacher and the worsbippers have their
trolley an tht wire that leads te tht gi-t
Heavenly Dynamo, and that God's Holy

*J'apoî 'cad bef.nc ihe Prebyncri&n Conilat Knox
church.Toronto. by the Pre4idq.-i, John A- Paterson, .,
on ith Deenber. :z893.

Spirit tbrilis the circuit between earth and
beaven. And this, af course, ii; right, fer the
pulpit message is the very apex of church
work, and that occasion is not one of debate
nor af discussion. At the Presbytery meet-
ings the eider (naming him thus in the ordin-
ary sense) is there only once in as many
years as there are members of session,
suppasing the ordinary system of totation is
kept up, s0 that ini fact an eider may attend
meetings of Presbytery for ont vear in fifteen,
and then, whea bc is just about becoming
acquainted with the methods of business and
the details ai the questions that corne before
the court, hie is gently beckoned aside ta
makte way for his successor, and the cycle of
bis Ecciesiasticai Court lufe is rua. Veriiy
the eiders hava their Ilexits and their en-
trances.Y But in tnus council these conditions
do not exist;, ail here have an equal status,
and, aithough it bas no legisiative fuanctions
or operative powers, Vet it prescrits oppor-
tunities of many.au interesting and profitable
discussion, which,. mirabile diclu, isiiot, how-
ever, very frequentiy taken advantage o£.

Many practicai questions relative ta church
work aud church gavernment presenit the rn-
selves ta the mind, the discussion of whch
would give us much knowiedge and aur
cburch :work here in Toronto a greater
impetus. Many of the subjects 1 wauld
venture to suggest are doubtless old ; they
have not in them the bloom ai perpetuai
yautb ; they are a trille decrepit and they go
halting along in a vague, uncertain way as il
not very well knowing where they should be
gaing, or whetber tbiey should, in fact, be
abroad at al. Others ai them have been, ini
the minds of same, settled long ago, anid have
been filed away and sa labelled, but like the
majesny ai buried Denrnark, nhey wili not stay
settied ; hey xiIi nat lie buried, but continu-
aIIy burstb their cerements and revisit the
glimpses af the moon, and alîhough IlRest,
rest, perturbcd spirit -" may be solemnlv
addressed to-them, yen they stili haunn the
realms ai 11e, and stili trouble the fears of
many thoughifu Presbyterians.

The order ai Church Service is a
question which shouid invite much useful
discussion. On what prinuîpIes shouid .4. bc
based ? Wauid unîform.ty be advantageous ?
0f wbat shouid it bc comprised ? Ail these
open up a field afi nquiry. I remember
hearîi-g ai ane congregation in which the
minister, who was advanced enough nat ta bc
a slavisb follower ai mere customn, ventured ta
ask bis people ta audibly repeat with himm the
Lords prayer, and a large number did sa,
very much ta their own ediîncanion. But it
was reported ta the session that a man who
sat in tht back end af the gailery (that sort af
man always sits in the baclc end ai the galiery
protested vigarausly that the practice was a
dangeraus innovation, and that the air had a
strong Jesuit fragrance. He wanted ta know
whether William of Orange bad fought and won
the Battie ai the Boyne in vain, and darkly sur-
mised that it was a desiRn ai the devii and a
veiled attack on Protestant supremacy ; and
then bc cnded by talking eloquently ai the
I'small end ai the wedge.i' 0f course that
settled it-tht ' small end ai the wedge"
always does-no advancemnent was ever in-
augurated but tht world heard at once about
the Ilsmall end ai thse wedge " until we féel
inclined ta smite the objector with the large
end ai a large wedge, and ta wish that the
man who invented thte expression hadl been
before bis invention buried ander Olympus
with Pelian and Ossa on the top. Thereupon
the offensive Lord's prayer disappeared from
that Church Service, although the saying of
it was mnerelylinvited, and although a large
majority of that cang regation expressed their
earnest desire for its cantinuance.

And that opens Op another question-Wbat
shauid a congregatian do in regard ta any
course or practice which invalves choîce and
is flot a matter o! principle, and wbicb is op.
posed by a small rnority ai the people?
Thse children ofithe -worId* often decide most
important questions, involving Mayhap tÉt
destiny of the nation, by a narraw majority ;
but in-cangfegationai economy how aften dots
it occur that a smali min ority, witb a maxi-
mum aif pugilisrn and a minimum ai Christian
grace, gavrerns a large majority, filled witb a

Christian forbearance which shines through
themn as a light fram a heaven--and thus
growth and impravement are aten checked.
It may readily bce conceded chat no mere ma-
jority should necessarily govern, but wbere Is
the limit where the niinority must bc tald "let
us ane and let aur wilI be donec?" Perverse
minorities must cease [rom comparing them-
selves tn Elijah at Mount Carmel or ta Galilea
in bis dungeon celi; the immortal words
" Nectuman illa mavet lhave no counterpart
wilh them. 'lVox populi, vox De!Il"bas lait
its signification when applied ta many ques-
tions of cangregational goverwnent, and bas
become mcrecly a classical phrase. But 1
must not.diverge too mucb. 1 men:ioned the
leorder ai church service." 1 have not yen-
tured ta discuss it, because 1 have the promise
of the distinguished past President, Mr. W.
M. Clark, ta con tribu te a paper upan that sub-
ject at an early meeting ai.this cauncîl.

What should be donc as ta a periodic te-
vision ai thse communion rail? Upan what
principles should it be purged? It certaiiily
cannot standwitb its accumulation aofrnany
marmes af members who bave absented tbcm-
selves flot only front communion lbut even
from ordinary church servicer, have lapsed
inta indifference, and niayhap itrely joined
the cburch ta secure the baptism aoftheir in-
fant children-a form ai supei-tition, wbich
testifies how strongly and naturally the nain-
structed and unregenerated heart gravitates
ta mere Romanism. Much advantage wiil be
gained irurm a regulat and uniiormn system aif
revision. Bear in mind that Presbyteries
assess congregatians for the scbemes ai the
church based upon the number of co n.ýmuni-
cants reported, and as long as commu~nion
rals are revised upon diffe!rent principles, or
non revised at ali their returas to.the Mission-
ary and other Funds will flot be uniiormly pro-
partianal ta the number ai communicants te-
ported.

The question.cf time service or lufe service
af thteIder bas been already much discussed.
Bas it yen receîved its quietus ? or is it only
in the cocooni-like state waiting ifor the demo-
cratic nendency af the day ta farce it yen again
on public attention ?

Assaciated with this cames anonher. ques
tion ai even a greater revolutionary tcndency
-the time service or the life service of min-
isters. la the CANADA PRESBYIERIAN, dis-
cusssion as ta this important matter is now alive
-Could churcb work bc more efiectively donc
if the tic that unites pastor and people cauid
bc more easiiy set free? I do nut say "refit"
As it stands nov, unless by a direct attack dn
the lufe or doctrine befare the church courts,
bc only constitutional means ta sever the con-
nnection is ta stop the supplies ; the same dire
remedy whereby aur forefanhers, in the days
wben tvery man carried bis sword an bis
nhigb, and sametimes in bis band, wcre want
ta bring baughty n1onarchs ta their setes,
and awe even Ilthe diviainv that doth hedge a
king." Thse Acts ai tht Apastles, as continu-
ed in the nineteenth century, follow the prac-
ticc as laid down in the Est and 6th chapters -

ai the Acts cÉ the Aposties ofithe irst century,
and the righns af tht peâple in tht election af
ministers bave been by Presbyterians 1eid
sacred and inviolable. We have beard aof
some grievaus resuits from tbe difficulties ta
put an end ta the engagement, ir, in *fact, the
relationship cornes under the categery o! a
mutual cantract with ail its legal incidents. On.
the ant band, the pastar rnay say, 1 wish ta
terminate this relationship, and says ta thz
Presbytery, I wish ta go ; release ame," and
wbat Presbytery wonld decline? Tht reverse
action is non, hawever, sa easy, and 1 bave
heard ai such difficulties accasianed by the
wisb of tht people for a change aI, pastorate,
than tbey cuiminated in a petiian being qui:-
ly carried round and'largely signed, and.tben
the pastor, ta tht dismay -of the peitioners,
gon backi at them, the following Sabbanh by
prcacbing itemn thet ext-" .%.d Joab said ta
Ainasa, ar thfou in htaitb my brother 1- And
Joab took Amasa by the beard with thse rigbt
hand takiss him. But AmasatooknÔbeed ne
the sword that was ia joab's handi, hohe amot
bim tberewith in the fifth nb sndeed ont'bis
bowels ta tÉt gratnid, andiltruck him n ot
anain, and be-died." The çbiliipic, was s
snrang 14ar the 1ieading' members had --tà*les-v
before tht end af session. iThty bhad c
%a bear 14e eospe ; they bçaril a SopsèI;.t

haân. 3rd, 1894.


