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THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

ANNIVERSARY MISSIQNARY MEETINGS, MON-
TREAL,

The third evemng was devoted to Fureign Missions, when
the platform of Ershine Chuich was again well illed by the
leading laymen and muustens of oue Chwich nthe cty.  The
sudicnce was large and appreciative.  The Chair was occu-
pied by Principal Dawson, LL.1,

Mr. Jamus Crott sard as Major Malan, who was connect-
ed with the nussion work of the Mother Church, was 10 fol-
low lum, he would do very little more than give the names
of the nussimines of the Church w Canaila, and an idea of
the solid mass of heathenism the Churches of Christ were en-
deavonng to penetrate.  ‘T'he population of the globe is es-
waated at 1,375,000,000 of buman beings  Nine hundred
millions were heathens, three hundred and forty.eight nul-
lhons  were Christian in name, and one hundred and
twenty millions were Mahommedans, so that there 15 four-
fifths of the population of the ¢ 'obe that do pot recogmize that
Name by which we expect tu be saved,  The work was nat
a hopeless one.  In 1520 the Amencan Board of Missions
sent out its first missionary to the Sandwich Islands.  If he
was properly informed, the Sandwich Lilands ate as wuch
Chnstian to day as the United States.  Only a very few
few years ago, a young native of Rarotonga, one of the Navi-
gatur’s Eslands visited the British Museum, and wasshowna
Rarotongian idol, which he examined with the greatest in-
terest, and stated that it was the irst time he had seen an
idol.  And yet m Johu Whulliams® tine there were thou-
sands of such udols 1n that nlanl. At Erromangm, oneofthe
New Hebrides, where John Wiihams and the Gordons,
fromn Nova Scotia, were martyred, and where the popula.
tion is now gradually dymg out, there are 3,000
Christians. At another island a marble slab is erected,
which states that thirty years ago, *.hien Rev. john Geddes
landed there, there was not a single Christian, and when he
left there was not a single heathen.  He proceeded to ve-
view *he *“foreign '’ mission fields of the Chuich in Canada.
In the first, Trinidad, 5 A | there are 10,000 people, including
15,000 or 20,000 cnohies  The missionanes are Revs. Grant,
Martin, and Christie.  Ten or twelve years ago Rev Mr
Martin was sent there to establich a mussion. At the present
time there are four Indian catechists, all educated Brahmins,
and ffteen schools with five hundred scholars, and Mr.
Grant, the msisionary, while in this country, stated that fif-
teen of the scholars could repeat the whole of the Westmin.
ster catechism from beginning 1o end.  In the Island of
Formaosa, Revs. McKay, McGregor, and Fraser laboured,
and another missionary was gomng thete.  Messes. MeKay
and Fraser, at the closz of five years’ labour, could count ten
chapels with five hundred native attendants.  They had ad-
mitted seventy-five into the Church after the closest possible
examination.  He alwo had eleven native students of the-
ology, who travelled and studied with i wherever he went,
and assisted him in his labours. In Indiz there were two
ordained missionaries. Rev. James Camplell, and Douglas,
formerly of Cobourg, who has been therc but a short time ;

also five ladies, Misses Blackader, Fairweather, Rugers, For-
euter, and McGregor, who, together with native assistants,
constitute a staff of about fifty.

He wished to say a few words about one hindrance only
to the work, and that the principal one. It was aot the
hardness of the heathens’ hearts ; for he believed their's were
as soft 2s ours. It was not because we did not send good
wmen, but it was because of the unaccountable selfishness of
the pcop]c in Christian lands. He must say, for this the
ministers were 2 great deal to blame.  Water would not nse
higher than its own leve), and the riissionary spirit of the
people would not rise above the pulj.it.  The people must
have information.  Missionary sermons should be preached
oftener than once 2 year, and the Church would not be nght
on this question until such sermons were delivered oftener,
and made 2 regular institution of the church.

Major Malan, the next speaker, now travelling on this
continent for the purpose of giving information respecting
the missions of the Fresbytenan Church, said he had for
twenty years known what heathenisin is—in India, China,
=nd Afrita.  His dessre in speaking was 10 strengthen then
faith in jesus Christ and in the powe: of the Haly Ghost
He testified to the fact that 2 missionary’s wile was equal to
a missionary in the amoant of work she assisted her husband
to periorm. He spoke of the necessity existing for the church
at erge 10 befieve in the power of the Holy Ghost, otherwise
they could not expect very preat results to follow their la-
lours. Somctimes the fruits of 2 missionary’s labour were
along time coming. A German missivnary laboured for
thirty years without apparently making one coavert, yet he
was the means of awakening the conccience of onc heathen,
who became a Christian and who had been seen by the
speaker teaching his coolies on the Sablath.  His grreatest
wish io life was that his fnends might gave up idolatry. He
next spoke at some considerable length on the-power of Jesus
Christ to save, and arged his audicnee to lay hald of that
potwer.

Themissionary hymn, ¢ From Greealand's Icy Mountzins,”
was next sung. .

Rew. Mr. Farries, of Ottawa, next spoke of the sbjects of
the Missionary Board, two of which had already been dealt
with, viz: Home Missions and French Evangelizatdn, The
sphere of the fst two were within the bounds of the Domin-
ion, the third secognized no boundanes and distinguished
only between those who bad and those who had not the
Word of Life. Therc was a cestain class of people who
thought that Foreign Missioni could be neglected without
afiecting their relationship to Christ.  The aid coming from
those who thought to would be spasroadic and vary accord-
ing to the of the giver.  But there was 2 number
whose name was legion who darsd not leave it alone, but
who were compelled to prosecute it from very love for it
He held they were bound to prosecute it }fc then dwelt
upon the means by which increased faith in the Church
woulc. tend to develope, also by organization amoag congre-
gations and Sabbath <hools.

The Rev. Principal Grant was next introduced, and ad-
dressed the mecting as follows :

I spoke last night of the prime obligation on us as patriofs

to prosecute Home Missions vigarously.  To-night 1 woule
speak of the prime obligation on us as Christians to under-
ti ke Foreign Missions.

1. The object fur which the Church was established by
Christ was the conversion of the world.  There is no doubt
of this fact.  ‘The wonls of Chnist have a calmness and,—1
may say the word withowt irreverence—a  statesmanlike
breadth, as unlike as words possibly can be to the heated
outpousings ot the visionary, ** A/ power is given unto me
in heasen and m earth.  Go ye therefote and disaiple al/
nations, baptising them into the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to observe
alt things whatsoever T have commanded you: and lo, I am
with you a// the days, even unto the end of the world,
Amen.”"  Mark the four alfs.  The instruments for effecting
the great olyect, and the power by which they were 1o effect
it, and thciv method of progedure were jast as cleatly pont-
ed out 1n the last words uttered by Him before He rose into
the deep blue of Judean skies from the brow of Olivet. ¢+ e
shall receive pneer, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
‘o and ye shall be wa?nesses unto me, both in Jerusalem and
i all Judea, and 1in Samazia, and uato the uttermost paits
of the carth.”  Thare is no doubt about all this.  The 1.
strumentality scemed ridiculously disproportioned to the
work that was to be done.  Suppose, for example, that
there werc no Chnstians in the workl now but this congre-
ration, and that the work were imposed on us.  No help
rom the other congregations of our Church, no help from
other denotuinations 1n CLanada, no help from the United
States, no help ftum Great Bruitamn aud Ireiand, or Austraha,
no help from Chnstian Europe.  We would think that the
task imposed not only asked that we shonld be martyrs, but
maityrs to the extent of absurdity. Yet our resources are
infinitely greater than theirs were to whom Chnst addressed
the cominission.

Tins, then, was the object fur which the Church was
estaplished! Who would think it to judge by the ordinary
language, thoughts, manner, expenditure, style of life in
onc of our congregations! Suppuse that an angel were to
enter onc of our Montreal Chutches un 2 Sunday forenoon,
and sought for infurmation from sume of the clders as to the
stncenty of the wonhippers  Angels, remember, arc very
gmcli'::ﬂ beings. They iy very swiftly, they delight to do

s commandments.  Ie asks them, the elders, are all these
Christians? Not a doubt of it! They love Christ? Yes.
They beheve His word? Yes. They are carrying out His
commands? Yes, as well as you can expect from imperfect
human baings.  Well, he would pmb:xb') ; say, let me bring
this matter to two practical tests: (1) How muck do these

cople annually spend on themselves for necessaries, com-
orts, luxuries, or to add to their capital? Without going in-
to details it would be safe to say, that there are a hundred
families in the congregation who spend an average of $3,000
cach. or in all, $300,000. How much do they give to carry
out their Master’s great command? Probably they give half
as much as they spend on themselves, or $150,000 a year!
Our six hundred congregations do not make up one-fifth of
that amount. (2} Weil, continues the angel, 1 will apply
another test.  There is something that men love more than
their maney. They love their cildren.  They must believe
there can be no such honor on carth, as t6 wear the livery
and bear the commission of Hlim on whose head arc many
crowns. Deubtless there is not a family in this congregation
that does not educate one son and one daughter for these
lofx?- poste! Oh, not at all. They give their sons to trade,
to law, to professions that promise gain. I they are very
nch they don't bring them up to anything 12 particular.
The youths then learn to smoke, play, loiter clegantly about
the Club, shoot pigeons, pheasants and such warlike animals;
to drive tandem or unicorn, and all that sort of thing. As
for their daughters, they dress well, read four or five novels
a week, dance charmingly, and do other things of the Lind.
And then all meet on Sundays and sing, or listen to the choir
sing *“Onward Christian Soldics, "etc.. Why, this congrega-
tion has’nt given onc Missionary, male or female, to the Church
of Christ in the whole course of its history. It has’nt given
onc unmster to the Church. It has given thousands to the
servace of the State, to the world’s hard work in one way
or another, to fashion, to fortuns, to fame; yea it has sold
them under bondage to gold. to lust, to drunkenness. It
has seen them join hand in hand with the devil, but it has
not spared one for the direct service of Him they eall Mas.
ter!  And then we wonder that there should be skeptics
and infidels, and materialists.  We think it hard that they
should call as hypocrites, and modern Christianity a vamish-
ed heathenism!

2. Such was the object for which the Church was estab-
lished. Tho' the Church has been to an awful cxtent un-
faithful, still of we vizw ats bustory from 2 point sufficiently
high to sce its whole course and the direction of its main
current it will be clear enough ever to a superficial observer
that it is in this direction ixizc cver been tending, and that
it has never wholly lost the incpiration of this grea? commis-
sion. There have been two peniods in which the Chorch asa
whole threw its strength into this great wovk, and 2 third
period is, we think, commencing. The first perind begins
with Pentecost and extends over the first two or three cen-
turies.  Its fruit wac the nominal conversion of the Roman
Empire; of races that had lost their old vigour with the
accay of their old fasths; of the lands which enclose the
Mediterrancan.  Many people speak as if this were all that
Christianity had accomplished.  If it had been so there
would now be ro such (ging as Christiznity ia the world.
Those races were incapable of recciving the religion of
Christ in its pwmaty and simplidty. They werr corrupted by
wealth, enervated by namecless vices.  Those lands needed
lhchschoutge :\n: flood, a.:rxd scourge ;nd flood were sent. The
cighth or ninth century found North Africa, Egypt, Syria,
Palestine, all E:chmr))\sia, Mahometan, yiclding o a py:lrcr
faith and a nobler hife than could be found in the boasted
Christanity they had made for themselvess The rest of {
Christendom repeatedly submerged by wave after wave of
barbarians from Central Asia, and Northers and Centra)
Europe, until scarcely a remnant of the old glorics remained.
Those lands in Europe that are now the centre of Christen-

dom, were vast wildemesses peopled by rude, untameable

barbarians. Then commenced the second period, and it
ended abonut the fourteenth century, with all Europe, except
Turkey, acknowledging one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism,
in one language, under one iitual and one head, How was
that accomplished ? B’{ miracles of faith and prayer, of
Missionary devotion and sacrifice.—Missionaries golng out
into the wilds of heathenism, not by twos and threes, hut by
scores and hundreds at a time, not only men but women
banding themselves together to convey, regardless of penl,
*he hight of the Gospel and the light of such Christian civils.
zation as was then enjoyed to Central, Northern, and West-
em Europe.  Until we really know something of the ** dark
ages,” the less we sneer at them the better.

The Protestant Reformation broke up the forced and
frozen unity of the Medireval Church, It then took the
Protestant Churches three centurics to defend what they had
gained; to engage sufficiently in internal quarrels, unti{lhcy
shon!d at last come to understand partly themselves, their
Yrinciplcs, and their position, uppose that the great

’rotestant Churches had spent somie of their immense
encrgies during those three mndrcd years on heathenism ¢
What would the results have been?

(1) At homeless schismand less negative theology; fewer
schisms about trifling differences in doctrine and ritual; and
less of negative theology, either in the form of a dead
rationalism or of a dead Confession,

(2) Abroad, victories for Christ gained by the whole army
such as now only the little corporal’s guard, known as the
Moravian Church can point to. That noble society com-
menced misston work 140 years ago. Then it was that
Count Tuigendorf told the brethren of the hard lot of the
West Indian slaves. ‘Two rose up and said ““We will go.”
How? they were asked, *‘We will walk to the nearest port
and work our passage out.” But the masters will not let
you preach to the slaves. “‘We will offer ourselves as slaves
that working beside them we may tell them of Jesus.” Isn
any wonder thatthat Church prospered. One hundred years
ago one ofits first Missionaries baptized the first negro con-.
vert in Surinam.  Now that Mission numbers twenty-twa
thousand.  The Moravian Church has piospered mternally
One hundred and forty years ago it numbered six hundred
members.  Now in the three home Provinces, of Ger-
many, Britain, and America, it numbers wwenty-seven
thousand members.  But much more has it prospered abroad.
It counts seventy thousand members in its Foreign Mission
Churches.  This s the only Charch whose Foreign Mission-
aries outnumber the mimsters at home. And the Morw-
vians have never sought easy fields of labour. They have
been the chivalry of Christendom and have gone only to the
weakest and most degraded of the sons and daughters of
men; to mces that are dying cut, to nomads who are always
most dificult to reach and influence, to tribes that other
Churches have ignored as beyond redemption. You find
them 'mid the eternal snows and ice of Greenland and in
the pestilential swamps of the Tropics. They do not despair
of Papuans, Hottentots or Austialian aborigines. They arc
the outposts and advanced guards ot Christendom, and they
show us what may be done when the whole army is in-
spired, and the advance is made all along the line,

And when isthat day to come? When! It isnow dawning.
The rosy fingers that betokened its approach began to
sgread over the sky more than half = centoryago, and now
the white light of early dawn is seen ake a survey
of the heathen world as it now is compared with what it was
fifty years ago. Africa girdled with Mission Stations, its
coast line lit up at almost every point with a Pharos. Its
vast bulk is pierced from every side. On the West we see
the Missions of Bishop Crowther, the United Presbyterian
Mission under the nnble Anderson and his band, and many
others; on the South we hear of the fifty years labours of
Moffat; we visit the Lovedale Mission where Major Malar

ve such unseclfish assistance to the Missionaries, ari s
dozen sthers; on the Fast the Universities Mission, the
T.ake Ny=zesa Missions of the Scottish Churches, well named
after the lior-hearted Livingstone; on the North from Egypt,
look at Madagascar, now a Christian kingdom ; at the
Sandwich Islands, a second Christian state redeemed from
heathenism 3 at the Figi Tslands, a Ch.stian colony through
the labours of the Apostolic Hunt and his colleagues ; at
New Zealand and the South Sea Islands fragrant with the
memorics of Selwyn and our own Geddie, with the martys
memories of Bishop Patteson, John Williams, and our own
Morrison and the Gordons. Go on to Asia, and see Mission
Stations lighting ©p the coast of Syria and Asia Minor;
Nestoria and Persia irradiated with the same light ; go on to
India, and find nearly a million of native Christians, includ-
ing every caste from the highest Koolin Brahmin down to
the Shaners of Tionevelly; and, aborginal tribes of the Kohls
honoring the memory of John Evangelist Gossner; the
Santals, etc. There the memorics of Schwantz, Henry
Martyn, Carecy, Marshman, Ward, Hcebher, Daf, Ogilvie,
Wilson, Nisbet, the devoted bands sent out by Gossner, and
ccores of other honored names meet us wherever we Y
while living mistionarics, European, American, and thank
Gend, Canadian too, meet us in every province and dity.
Eastward to Barmah, we tread in the footsteps of Adoniram
{\ndson, as we pass from village to village of converted

arens.  And now we reach Formotz where our own noble
Mackay is labouring, with God’s rich blessing on hislabours;
we cross to China, and as we mourn for Carstairs Douglas,
just called to receive his crown, we hear the loud Macedon-
1an cry from the one hundred and thirty missionaries gathered
in confercnce at Shanghai to the whole Christian world,
¢ Come over and help us to conquer great China for Christ
in this generation.”

We £o on to Japan, and iook in on Bishop Williams in
his little one-roomed Japanese hut, his Palace, Cathedral,
and Schoolhouse, and when we ask why he has no better
accommodation, leam that as nie had devoted bis life to the
cause he dees not think it much also to devote two thirds of
his small income to micsion wark, .

When such men are i the field we do not wondsr when
we are told (1) that the membership of Forcign Mission
Churches rescued from heathenism within the last sixty years
is said on authority, to be greater than the membership
of the whole Christian Charch at the end of the first century;
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