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Wet have a great deai a! government in this country. In
tact ive have moi-e gaverfiment ta tise acre than any five mai-
lions af peaple in tîe iworld. During the lte Aîîserîcan ivar
it iras said that neaniy every mîan ias a " kurnel or oiicer
o! sanie kind, and it miîglit be said a! Canada even in tîmes
ai peace tisat a very large nuinisen af mîen are lawv.makers af
sarnie kînd. We have aurtlDomiînion l'arlîamîent, and aur
seven Local i'arliaments, -and our couinty counacils, and otîr
towvn caunacils, and our vilage couincils, anti aurtawnsip
counacils, ansd outr Highu Scbool Bfoards, and aur Public
Scisool Boards, and nobody knoîvs hîovusant' ather gaverfi.
îng bodies ai anc kînd and anotiier. In iact you can hiardiy
thiraw a stick down street witbout beîng an danger aifhîttîng
same kind ai a legislator. lerhaps ail this gaverning nia-
cinery is necessary, and no doubt a large part ai it is doing
useful svork. hossîbly we could nat get an iitisout ait. h as
clearlytuseiul in anc way. If we hadrnot soensany public nien, iii-
natured, jeahaus-minded, iauit-findursg peaople nsîgit souîetirnts
be at a loss for sorne one ta «abuse. in tise«absence ai a suffi-
cient nurmber ai public men ta use as targets, they migbt turn
their guins an private citizens, and thon we wvaiîid ail have a
isard tîme. Se long as tisere is a lave member ai Parlianent

arouand, or an aldernman, or a counacilor, or school trustee, tise
rest ai us have a better chance ta escape tisan wc svould have
if there ivere not plcnty o! public meii ta pelt. Public men
are useful as buffers ta stand betwveen inoffensive cîtîzens and
that ioveiy class ai tise camrnunîty îvbose business it is ta
throw utalodoraus missiles at their neagbbours.

Stili there cannot bc any doubt tîsat tise presence o! sa
rnuch governtment bas one bad effect. It leads tonîany
people ta tiink chat tise poîvers tisat be can do a great deai
ta iselp ttsem. Now, aiter ail, isaw àmucis can any govcnn.
nment do te bclp thse average man an lias daîly vacation. No
sane man denies that good goverrnent is an unspeakabiy
great blessiîsg ta any country. There is a mîishty d:ffenence
between Turkey and Canada ; betwveen Russia and tise
United States. Ail isas is truc, but wisen you came dosvn ta
indîvidual spheres ai action isow nucis can any gaverfiment
belp a man? Howv rsuch can ait elp h;rn ta " chop," or
"ilog," or " thnasis? " an engage in any ai tisose primtitive
pastimes with wvhich tise early settier ai Ontario i-as [aîni.
liar ? Tise doctar %vite drives an tise back concessians at
mîdnight ta sec bis patients doesn*t firnJ it makes rnucb
difference toalim just then wisetiser tise Tories or tise Liber-
ais are in power. The merchant ivisais rrying ta rutai ffbis
iseavy %wooiens in a mild winter does liaI find tisat the politicai
cnecd ai tise member for is ridang affects irade ta any ap-
preciable extent. Tise iact is the average man rnubt belp birn-
self if bc is going ta accoarplisb anything in any lino of
lufe. Self-reliance is worth $500 a year ta a yauîîg mars a.
the start, and may becivortis mucis more before the finish
Canada is dooncd il a large nui-ber of aur Young people
get tise idea inta their minds chat anybody cars do moare ta
heip themr than tiscy can do to belp thicnselves. Horace
Gneciey said tisat tise day à boy found out tisat be couid get
a dollar wvithout giving value for it, was tise vorst day ho over
saw. Tise day a Young man concludes tchat be can Cet saine-
body ta islp iim througis lue is not mucis better.

EEtIsAsTILALI.1EI'.
Wc have sa mucis machînery in tise Iresbyterîan Church
that same young men go intoatise ministry dreamîng about tise
belp they anc gaing ta get frott coimittees, Synods, Prcsby-
teries and other ecclesiasticai arganizations o! anc kind and
anothen. ht is a huge dciusion, as nany an earnest young
man bas found to bis sarraw. Sa iat frotta bing belped, be
may bc thankiol if be does flot find sorne ai the fatisers and
breihren putting the ntacbinery in bais îvay. There arc feîv
greater obstacles ta reai spiritual wor], in tise cisurcistisan
the petrified ecclesiastîc i-vis thanks that the cburch exists for
the official rai-ber than the officiai for the chsrch. If every
cornrittee and church court wene composed ai Chairnerses and
McCiseynes tise main part ai a mînister's work wauld sti11
bave ta be dor~e by himself. A Presbytery camposed ai Guth-
ries would no daubt be pleasant ta attend, but îvhen you
i-ent borne the prcaching and pastoral work, still have ta. be
danc. A Pnesbytery ai Guthries migist be a tonîc, but tisat
i-ouid be about ail. That, bowcvtr, is muzis more cisan sorne
I'resbyteries arc. Let no young mnan enter tise mînîstry under
the delusion that tise cisurcis courts cani do niucb for bamn. A
good Session and Dcacans' Court or Board ai Managers can
da more td'elp a inraster in tise actual wark than ail tise
hagiser courts put together.

ED>ICATIONAI. liELK'
Tisere as s0arnucb said and d itattci about education an On-
tario that saime people arc in danger ai (orgetting that a man
mtust tbink for hirnself, tisat is, if ise tiinks at ail. We bave
sa rnany universities ansd colieges alid bigis schooîs ansd pub-
lic scbools and private scisoois and ladies' schooîs an.d variaus
atiser kinds oi sr.hools, tchat people arc un danger of thinking
that you are certain ta become a scisolas- if yau just go ta
scisool. Soine af these institutions arc sa puffed tchat an in-
nocent man right weIl be excused for supposing tisat tise îcacb-.
ens can pot braîns mbt his son or daugiter Nobody drcarns
in thiese days tchat a persan rnay become very well educated
and neyer go ta scisool at ail. The educationai macbinery
as supposed ta do se mucis chat a boy or girl wiso loves case
mîght easily be pardoned for thinking îise.macine sisould do
it ail. Thse bard fact is that the best educational înasttution
on eartb cannot ibcip a Iearrscr who docs nat bcîp hisiseIf.
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On Page sixc il is saisi, il h is evideut ta ordinary readers
ni the Bible, that Christ sh ti crme a seiond tinte without sin
suite salvation, andi this exhausts their faith on the tapic."
These 'yards assume thrit the ordinary reader oi the Word is
more liktly ta set what the nîiund of the spirit is thian others.
But who 'ire ordiuary readers, and wlio are neot ? Dr. Andrev
lttinair is flot an ordinary reader. I)r. Caven is nlot an ordin
ary rentier. nor is Dr. P'arsons or Dr. Kellogg. Vthre surely
is a mistake just at tbis point. 'l'li ordinary reader is rat as
likely ta get at what the Hlv liGost means, as ire those
other men. It is men %vho have thc Spirit, wha have schoIar-
ship, and who give theniscives continually ta the %vord and ta
prayer, inta whose seuls the iglit ai truth shines niost
clcarly.

Let us pass on ta note a position taken in the above quota-
ticn. A bare knowvledge of the fat t that the Lord will corne
c\hausts thse iaitlî at the saints est the matter. Frorntis we
dissent. The wvord dots more than suite the barc fact o! an-
other coring ai the Lard. Thec word is neyer bald in its ut-
terances. That mnusi men tlat the Scriptures are silent about
the duite of the next corning, and about the place, and about
the concomitants af that coming. Itilat position bc truc wVe
nced never look for any signs that the Hope afilsrael is nei..r,
that the day ofithe Lord is about tri dawn, or that the Day
star is about in arise. The Scripturcs do say sonething about
the tinte ai the next caming. They said sonîething about the
tinit of the first carning. That coming was ta rake place 490
years ater the decree ta restore and rebuild the temple. The
people ai Israel s0 rcad the word, and wveie looking for the
Lard tri carne whcn he appearcd. The ord siys snething
about the tirne ai thc second caming. Daniel viii. 14, as an
utterance an that point. The great apostasy is ioretold in
Revelation as lasting 1,26o years. That apostasy the Lard
destroys by the brightness ai H is çoming. 'rhese are two
ai the tbings that the wvord says about the t.ne af H is caing,
se that it is flot correct ta say that thc bare iact ai a second
corning is al that we have told ui on the subject.

Mtere is sonething said about the place tu whicli he wil
cone, as wvelI as about the ttue. Trhe place ai his first ap-
pearance svas specified by the petsofirophecy. WVhen lerad
asked where Christ shauld be boan, there were men that
could aniswer hirn. They pointed the king ta Bethlehemn. In
like manuer there is sornetbing said about the place ai hîs
appearance wben he contes the second time. "lMis icet shall
stand in that day upon the motint ai Olives," said /cchariah the
prophet (xdv. 4'. The wvord af prophecy is a sure word. Tlîat
Christ shall stand on that musut wben He couses, ts bcyand
a doubt, and that the mounit sha.I bc divided is fa.. The
first prophetiz tutterance regardin.- the place caime truc. Sa
shall the secor.d.

Another quatation irom page *iu, ilTo affirrn, as sorne
Prernillennialists do, that these threc future advents dernanded
by the theory are only different stages af the whale return ai
Christ ta the earth, is ta abuse language, in order ta conceal
the unscriptural fcatures ai the thcory." If the above langu.
age were as correct in deductian as it is strang in terrns there
would be an end to ail opposition. But srrong terns arc
needed by times. Tisey are needed bere bezause the general
piosition is flot secure. The ivriter makes reicrence ta the
iact that prerillennialists believe in a plurality of corn-
ings anise part ai aur God. To be sure thcy do. The Word
has taught thein ta do it. But the sriter ai the pamphslet bc-
lieves in a plurality of comin.-s. Wben the L.ord was boris
that svas a caming. When He destroyed jerusalem, that was
a corning. When He cornes ta judge the world, that as a
coming. He believes in a plurality ai comnîngs as well as
others. That the carning ai the Lord rnay take place
by stages, is a doctrine against which noa well-iounded objec.
tbons cans be taken. A man rnay lift his bauds and say,
IlAbuse af langi.age t" but that is exclamation nest argumennt.
Turn ta Isaiah vis. S, <And îithin three score and five years
shall Ephrairn be broken, that it be not a peopie.' These
words foretell the captivity, or rather the falaf the northern
kingdorn. A sirilar prophecy is iound in the first chapter ai
Hosea, and aise in Amas. The question arises, h0v7 did the
flu ofi sraei take place ? Did it camte in a single bour or by
stages ? The answver is, "l By stages." The nation " shah bc
broken," s.-y the prophets. IlAn ordinary reader " might say
that is ta take place in a single day, but an se saying lie wvould
have b-en wrong. Ont deportatian taok place within twa
yearb tif t!.e utterance ai the prophecy, under Tigiu.uh-*
pileber IIl Kîngs %.. 2j,. Another btage ai the faau carne
twenty ycars aiter in the reign ai Hobea, under bhalmiineber
'Il Kings xvii. s 6,'. The final stage carne at the end ofisixty-
five years, by the hand of Esarhaddon, who carried ;îwav
'Manisseb, king ai Julea also. There is ani event, the lauaio
a kingdarn, that took -place by stages, btrctching over long
years. The l ai that kingdorn rnay hive been a caînîng of
the Lard. It is one of the usast reasanable things an the world
ta look upon the day of thse Losrd as carnming by stàAges. 1Ire
let me lay before us wjids !ýüni Reb. Di. Glasgotv, the Irish
Assembly's Professer of Otiental Languages, iiearing un tIse
subjtct IlVa-tious views of the final j adgment arc pi eesented
in the Bible as ta tirne ansd circumstances. It is a day John
vi. 39,1 ; a trne'I Cor. iv 3 ; 1 Peter i. 5,, a personal inspec
tien of a flock ýNfatt. xxv. 31 l; a harvest f Natt. xiii. 39 , xi.
i2,ý; and in this vision a census, according ta the statistic
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evidence ai boks. The ' haut' of the Ltird's coning is
aiso repeatedly rnentioncd. Now in the text there is notbing
sjaid ivliatever as ta the lcngth ai tirne ta bc occrîpicd , but
popular thinkers, witb a presuimptian equal ta their ignorance,
-a sinful presuimption ix it down ta a burnan day ofitwenty-
four or ai twcelve haurs. Learned theologians, expasitars and
enlightened preachers are more cautiaus. Of these 1 cannat
find one, ',and 1 have searched librairies) making the time a
iiuran day or any bri period ai time. In variaus other
places of Scripttires besides prophctic visions, a day means,
accnrding ta tise radical sense ai the word, a period ; as wiscn
P>aul calis the Gospel age a day al salvation (11 Cor. vi. :!).
Thse ather terris- -a scason, a harvest, etc., render a buman
day impossible ; and it appears cqrally impossible svhcn we
consider the work and thse means. Angels are cmployed
ta sever the righteaus iroîn the wicked (Matt. xiii. 41). While
Jesus cauld da it al, and withouit any instruments sucis is flot
tise divine «arrangement. But tise angels, or the saints, hon.
oured as instruments, couild flot do their work withaut ade-
quate tine." It is a clear case tisat Dr. Glasgow, tisougis a
Ilost-mllenuiai inan, hiolds that there may bc stages in the
day of the Lord. Further he shows that he isolds that that
day rnay caver centuries. 1)r. Glasgow by no means tisought
st an "labuse ai languiage " ta understand tisat the great day
bas stages in it. Nor should anybody else came ta such an
unwarranted conclusion.

«hI tbree advents, eacb baving appropriaied ta t a distinc-
tive work, and separated by lengthicîed periods of diverse char-
.acter, can bc counted as one, then we can sec no reason why
the first and second advcnt af Christ sbould not be reckoned
as différent stages o! the same consing ai the Lard." Preciscly
sa. Tise irriter is correct in tliis statement. Thse word brings
tisese twa comings together. Tisey are on the same page.
They are in the same verse. Tisey standc sepr rated by only a
comma. Tise varions cornings o! tise Lard are ail ai a picce.
Take Isajais lix. 16 17, IlAnd he saw that there was fia man,
and wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore bis
armn braught salvation unto him ; and bis righteousness, it
sustained hirn. For he put on righteousncss as a breastplate
and an iselmet ai salvation upon bis head ; and ise put on tise
garnient ai vengeance for clothing, and %vas clad wvith zeal as
ivitis a cloak." Thse above is a short passage but the twa,
comings are in it. Tise grand fcature ai tise first consing ivas
salvation. Tisat icature beyond a doubt îs in tise passage.
Vengeance is ta bc a icature ai the second com:ng. Tisat, too,
is in tise passage. Tisat passage points ta thse first and second
appcarîng ai tise Lord ; nor can ît be explained apart frarn
tîsese two events. Take another passage, Tsaiab lxi. 2. "To
praclaim tise acceptable ycar of the Lord ar. 1 te day ai ven-
geance ai aur Gad." Tisere are the two coi,. gs. The first
procltîmed th~e acceptable ycar ai thse Lord, the day ai mercy.

Weare in that period yet, thank the Lord. He bas not corne
ta proclaim tthe day ai vengeance. There are tise tîvo cornîngs
in the anc verse. They struck tise Jesv as being one. Tisey
should flot strike the Christian as beîng one. This first tinte
tise Lord carne Me carricd salvation alone with Him. The
next time Me couses He will bring more, namely, --enoeance.
The iact that Christ prea bcd about the day of p.ugment in
no way touches the position naw taken. It is a iact to bc borne
in mind tisat aur Lord, readmng frorn the roll of the prophet,
stopped and did not read tise clause in wisicb the word "yent-
geance" occurs. Sa that when Dr. Brooks and Drs. K'ei-
logg and Parsons and others present tise différent comings
of the Lord as stages of tise grand wisalc, tisey are following
clasely tise cisart that bas been given for thear and aur guid-
ance.

The îvriter winds up thîs paragrapb ai bis pamphlet by
denying that 11 Tisess. i. 6- jo, or Matt. xxv. 31-46, does, by
any fair isandling, refer ta auy future advent of Christ, recog-
nîzcd by Prcrnîllenrsialists. Itisese pass:r.ges do flot reter ta
a future advcnt ai the Lord, it is clear tisey do not reler ta a
past ane. Tise raising ai tis point is a matter ai pleasure.
It is a species ai argument that two may use. Let me for a
marnent caîl for the sarne kind ai explanations irorn the otiser
side. Let men aski the attention of the vriter ta 1 Tisess. iv.
1 3-18-a passage tisat no doubt ise bas firen read and ex-
pounded. Let thse reader look up tis passage agaîn. When
Christ cornes agaîn ît %'wili be ta îudge tise world. These
verses, then, must deai îvith the day ai judgment ; for tise
personal camning of tise Lord as there ioretold-so the wvritcr af
tise pamphlet isolds. Now note tacts. Thse day ai judgment bas
corne, and there as nat a breath about the wîcked, or about a
judgment throne, or about a verdict, on about condemnation.
What we contend as that tise theory gencraily iseld bas no
place for i Thess. iv. i.3-18. It is not possible tisat the apos.
tic describes thse day ai judgrrnent by haives. Much bas ta be
read inta that passage ta make it a fitting description ai the
day o! the Lord. Tis mod.;rn gcne .. vie x ai eschatology
has been constructed witisout regp.,t ta inany parts of the word.
It has no place for the fiteentit Liapter of first Corinthians.
That long chapter descrîbes the resurnection ai believers, but
says nothing about the atner cs..- ai people. How as it
possible ta belicie that good and h.ru -ase togetiier, and are
judged togetiser, and the apostle, speakine, about tise event
through fity-eight verses, says nothing ajout the wcked !
Let :huse ùelieve tisat tis at can. If the pa.sage referred ta bc
a description ai thse day oi judgment, it îs different frorn ail
other piesentations af it au the word. Let anc of thse prophets
bring that day belote us, say Joel, and haw does at appear
frorn bis Pen ? Accarding tu aroîm is a day cf darkness, af
gloom, ai clouds and ai tisick darkness, a day wben fire de-
vooreth, a day when tise earth shail quake wben the beavens


