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congregationsof Storringtonand Pittsburgh,was grant
ed. Messrs, Snuth and McCuaig were charged with
the duty of carrying this intoeffect. There were read
communications from the Conveners of the Assembly’s
committece on Home Missions, and Sabbath Schools.
The following committees were appointed, namely, on
Sabbath Schools, Messrs. Burton (Convener), Mac-
lean, Coulthard, and Stuart, m.nisters, and Messrs,
-Mackenzie, Northrup, and Woud, Llders, and on the
state of rehgion, Professor Mowat (convener), Princi-
pal Grant, Messrs. McCuaig, Gracey, and Chambers,
Muisters; and Messts. Coverdale, Ovens, and Dex-
ter, Elders.  Sesstons were instructed to make their
returns to these comuntitecs not later than the first
week in March.

In the case of Mr. Beatue a committee was appoint.
ed, of which Mr. McCuaig 1s Convener, to examine
the papers connccted therewith, confer with the par-
ties concerned, and report at next meeting. At the
next quarterly mecung comnussioners to the General
Assembly are to be appuanted, and the remits from
the Assembly to be cunsidered.  Messrs. Macdeanand
Burton addressed the Court, advocatng ncreased
contributions,the former in theinterests of the Foreign
Misstons of the Church, and the Theological Depart
ment of Quacen’s College, and the latter in the in-
terests of Knox College.— THOMAS S, CHAMBERS.
Pres. Clerk.

PRESBYTERY oOF CHATHAM.—The Presbytery
of Chatham met at Chatham on the 7th Dec.
Tilbury West and Comber was raised to the status
of a vacant charge, and Rev. Wildaam King was
authonzed to moderate :in a call when asked by the
people to do so.  Rev. D. L. McKechnie read the re-
port of the commaittee appuinted at last mecting to
vasit the congregation in Dawn.  After heanng com-

:sstons from Florence and Dawn, and after carcful
dehberation, it was agreed on notion, that the clerk of
the Presbytery be empowered to prucure supply for
the disaticcted Gaelic speaking people in Dawn as
often as he can, with the cxpress understanding that
they are to pay all expenses in connectivn such ser-
vices. Wiath this dehiverance all partics, 7.¢., the com-
missioners from Dawn and from Florence and Dawn
expressed themsclves satisfied.  Notes were read
from the Psesbytcries of Stratford and Brockville that
they purposed to apply to the General Assembly for
leave to receive as ministers of the Church, Rev. John
Kay and Rev. George Blair, respectively. A circular
was read from Dr. Cochrane on the financial state of
the Home Misston fund. On motion it was agreed to
urge our peopls at the annual missionary meeting to
contribute with greater liberality than usual; also to
urge themn to special prayer to God that He would
pour out a spirit of greater libemlity upon the Church.
The clerk reported on behalf of the committee
appointed to correspond with the Presbytery of Lon-
don concerning certain changes in the bounds of the
Presbytery. The committce was reappornted with in.
structions to watch over the interests of the Presby-
tery in the matter.  Rev. Mr., Gray brought the claim
of the Forcign Mission fund before the Presbytery
and urged that its pressing necessity be remembered.
Mr. McKechnie reported the expenses of the dele-
gates from the Presbytery to the General Assembly
had been paid, and that there remained in his handsa
smallbalance. Hewas instructed to put the balance to
the credit of the fund for next year. A circular was
read from Dr. Reid concerning the Assembly fund,
Mr. King and the clerk were appointed to audit the
treasurer’s books and to bring in a statement t> the
Presbytery at nextoieeting. A circular was read from
Rev. J. McEwen, on Sabbath Schools. Rev. W. C.
Armstrong was appointed to take charge of the
schudules, to get them filled up, and to frame a report
on the Sabbath School work carried on within the
bouuds of the Presbytery, for next meeting It was
agreed to have the next regular meeting of Presbytery
on Tuesday, 18th March, 1879, at Chatham, and within
St. Andrew’s Churchthereat 11 o'clock am.  Rev. Mr.
Gray was appointed, to teceive the return of the
various congregations on the state of religion, and to
frame a report thereon to be laid before the Presbytery
at its next mecting. A petition was presented from
Sombra, praying that Mr. Adam 2ofiat be re-appoint.
ed to labour their. The prayer of the petition was
granted, and Mr. Moffat was instructed to remain in
Sombra till the end of March next.  Wallaceburg was
raised tothe status of a vacant congregation,and a
?}Bp}y of probauoners granted.—\V. \WALKER, Pres.

rk. .
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GorvpN TexT.—**Nevertheless we made our prayer
unto our God and sct a watch against them day and
night, because of them.” Nch, v 9,

HOME SIUINES.

M. Neho. 1-32..The building of the wall.

1. Nehv. 1 12... The hostile plot,

W, I’ hix. 1-17 . Deliverance sought.

Th. Neb av, 13 23..The successful defence.

F. P exxv. 1-5... The Lord round about His people.
S. Zechouin1-23. . Enlatgement promised.

S. Pu. cxav 1-8  Escepe from the snare.

HELES TO STUDY,

Nchemiah, with a royal *“firman,” ur safe condact, and a
retue, Juurneyed at ance to Jernsalem.  His arnval, as he
was aware, at onceawahened suspiciun, but e kept hisown
After thuce days rest, fic made sccielly a saivey
ot the tuns of the walls, aud atwauged lus poans.

{nen he asembled i ccuntiyner, pointed cut the
danger of their defenceless state, and urged the speedy re.
butlding of the walls of the city.  Afl heatts were heed by
his words, so that the respunse was heatty and vtanunous -
Let us anse and build,

With wonderful tact Nehemiah arranged and portioned
out the wotk, Every class and every man had ns own
shate assigned ham. 1t was <0 arranged that most of the
people 01 the Gty built 3 potun of wall oppusite or nearest
to tus own house.  Tiis Geated a strong pessonal feching in
the work, and united pubiic and private sterests; a plan
which mught sull be folloned with adsantage tn snnmicipal
aftairs.  Bvery one went to wotk eacept the notles of 1chua,
who, dusbiless, thought the maiaal labkr eneath them
{Neh. 111, 5.)  Nchemiah inspited every one with his own
courage and enthusiasm.  He had broupht no new forces nor
discovered resources which were previously unknown,  But
he had aroused the peopic to a semz of thar duty, and
stirred up their sleeping energies. So there are walls to be
built, woiks for Chnst 1o be accomphihed : that which
hders s smply 2 lack of interest and energy.  lhe
Chutchies nced to be arousad.

1tie opposttion mercasad as the wortk wenton,  All Kirds
of scaoffs and insults were heaped upon the undestaking.
But Nchemiali's only answer was prayer, while the people
faboured on with ceaseless encrgy, completing the whole
wall up tu halt sis intended tiegihit, because they had a mind
to work. llow much canle dune, when there is amind to
do 1. A single-hearted purpose will accomplish great
things

1. Tue Wickep Cossriracy—Vers, 7, 8,

When the encmies of the Jews (Note 1) found that, not.
withstanding all their mochery, the wall was being buile,
they determined upon more sertous measures.  Ther allies
were summoned, counscl was taken, aad 2 conspiacy was
formed to fight against Jerusalem and hinder the wosk,
Bat thss they deteinuned to do, not in open warfare, but by
stealth suddznly to surpiise the builders and destioy ther
work.

There are always enemies to oppose every good work ; very
many and vesy crafty.

‘Opposition to tiuth and rightcousness unites for a tine
those who otherwise are at war with one another.

There have been many such conspiracies, and there will
be many moure. Compare the conspiracy of the brethren of
Joseph agzinst him ; of Abwlom agmiast David—2 Sam.
xv. 12; of the wicked propheis—Lxck. xxi. 25; o the
Phanscesand flerodians agast Christ—Matt xxis. 15-18.

il. THE CONSPIRALY DETECTED—Vers. §-12.

No movement of the cnemy excaped the vigilance of
Nchemiah, He discovered their plnt and took matsuers 1o
defeat it. Thetwe were two.  The first was prayer, by which
he sought help from God.  The second was a watch, which
he set by day and night over against (not **because of
them ') his adversaries.  Truc prayers neves slackeas encigy,
but, on the contraty, redoubles zeal and actsvnty.  Through
these means God sends answers to prayer—** Waich and
pray, —tlus 1s the way to overcome all opposidun— Matt.
xiii. 33: Eph. vi. 18

Thice special digicnlties ate noted which tended greatly
to hinder Nchemiah and strengthen his enemies. (:.) The
magritude of the woil dicouraged many feeble-hearted
onecs—ver 10. The buiden-bearers began to fail. The
novelty had worn off, and actual wortk had chilled enthu-
siasm.  Actual service tests zeal, and much that promised
well fails. (5.} The threats of the enemy wosked upon the
fears of the umnl (ver. 11), who dicaded lest at any mo-
ment they should be surprised and slain, (3.) Those who
lived in the towns rear the Samaritans endeavoured to ve-
call thosc of their cwn people who were helping to rebuild

the wall of Jerusalem—vs. 12. (Note 2.) This they did
ten times. ese people lived near theenemy, and far

away from the sanctuaty ; itis no wonder they were so fear-
ful. Thoswe who livencar God, and leamn from his promise
and stieagth to estimate aright the streagth of the enemy,
are bold to fight and s}icak {urthe truth.  Tumd friends arc
even worse than open {ocs.

IIl. Tue CONSMRACY DEFEATRD~Vers, 13-18

Nchemiah was only moved by all these plottings without,
and fears within, 10 take rencwed precautions. tle set
guaids baside the low and  exposed parts of thewall.  (Note
3.) He cxhorted the people to remember the Lord.
Thar strength and hope were in Him who was greater than
all who were against them. Josh. xxiii. 30; 2 Chion.
xxxii. 8 ; Rom. viii. 31,

The work was then resumed, but the precantions were not
telaxed. The retirement of the enemies did not throw

Nehemiah off his guard.  He knew that although bafiled,
they were unchanged, and only waited an opportunity to
re-commence thelr machinations.  While one half worked,
the other half, with bow and shield, and coats of mail (Note
4) were ready foraction.  Even the labourers went about
amned.  Thus they worked with a sword m one hand and a
trowel in the other.

“E emal vigdance is the price of liberty.” Against sin
in the hife, evil in the world, ertor in the Church, thete must
be maintamed ceascless watch,

Tue Chisuan 1s a wother, even a co wulker with God in
the wpbaiding of the w b f the Jeru atem which is above,
But the eny is being built in troublous times— Dan. ix. 25.
‘The Chrutian, therefote, iscalled also to be a soldier, and
1o nmn;’am the warfare aganst sin under s Caprain—Eph.,
Vi, 1318,

We must be prepared for conflicis, and expect difficulties
and opposition.

EXPLANATORY NOTES.

1 Sanballat A native of Horonaim, beyond the Jor.
dan (ch 1. 103, and probahly also a Moabitish ehief, whom,
probably {rom old nattonal hatred, we find unied 1n council
with the Sarmamtans, Whether he held any public office as
gusernur weor the Mosbiles, or overthe Samaritans, the
recotd does not state, —A%/f0.  He was probably satrap or
pacha of Samana under the Pentans, and Totuah was his
vizer, or chief adviser—trordp. Tobiah. Toluah is a
Jewohnanic \Ec. i 00). He nas probialily a rencgade Jew,
who had Lecome a slave amung the Ammonites, and by his
talents and cunning had nsen into prominence, and was now
chief adviser of Sanballat; hence the epithet, whith prob.
atdy tns cuenucs had fastened un lum, 'Tuliah the slave.”-
Cresby. The Arabians.  The Arabians referred to hete
are thosc taken captive by Sargon, king of Assyria, who
were carned by him to Samana, and settled there ; for an
account of which consult Rawhnson’s Ancient Monarchies,
sol.w, po 136, Ammonites. Descendants of Ammon,
half trother of Moab, and son of lLot. Unlike Moab, the
precise position of the Ammontties is not ascertainable. It
has been sugpested, that, asthe Jews were also subject 10
Persia, the gieat budy of theve jreupde would hasdly dare go
to war w.th them, and that “the allusinn, is prolably toa
band composed largely of Arabhans, Ammonites, and Ash-
dodites, which Sanbaliat maimtained as a guard to his pere
son, and which furmed a puruon of the army of Samaria
mentwned wa . 2. Ashdodites.  Ashdod, or Azotus, was
a Phidistine city  about 30 miles from the southern frontier
of Palestine, three from the Medsterzanean Sea, and about
halt way between Gaza and Joppa. The Plulistines were
always hostle to Isracl.

2. From all Places whence he shall returnunto us.
Peihaps the best sendering of this difficult passage is that of
Rerthean,—*“They satd unto us ten times trom all the places
(rom which they came), that you must return to us.”’—
Cook.

3 Onthe higherplaces. Thisis a mistaken rendering.
The word meansa dry or hare place, and hence, by a me-
taphoncal use, ancxposed part of the wall.  The ““Jowest
pants,” and the *‘exposed pasts,” arc in apposition. For
tand,” 1ead “‘even.”’—Crasby.

4. Habergeons., Old English for coat-of-mail, from
“halo,” (neck) and *‘bergen” (1o protect).  Coats-of-mail
were common in Assytia fiom the ninth century B. C,, and
inEgypteven eathier. They weie made of thin laminz of
bronze or iron sewn upon leather or linzn, and overlapping
one another.— Cook.

CHRIST has entrusted me as a steward, therefore what I
have and need not He shall have in His members who need
and have not.

W= may lose heaven by neutiality, as well as by hostility;
by wanting oil to our lamps, as well as by taking poison,
The unprofitable servant will as surely be punished as the
divobedient and rebellious servant.  Undone duty will undo
the soul.—Boes.

THE need of this country is a revival of New Testament
preachung, and New Testament devotion, and New Testa-
ment power.  God will think more of you as a gieat preach-
er of the Gospel than as a little preacher of anything else,
Preach what you know.— Christian Adzecate.

MEETINGS OF PRESEYTERY.

PETERBOROUGH. —In S, Paul's Church, Peterborough,
on the thitd Tuesday of January.

LANARK AND RENFREW.—Oa third Tuesday of Jancary,
1879, at haifepast one, p.m.

Barri1e.—On Taesday, 25th January, 1879.

GueLritl.—In Knox Church, Galt, ou the third Tuesday
of January, 1579, at 10 o'clock a.m.

MoxTREAL. —Tlits Presbytery meets in St Paul's Charch,
Montreal, on Tuesday, 21st Januasy, 1879,

ToronTO.—On the sccond Tuesday of January, 1579, at
11 o'clock a.m,

OTTAWA.—In Bank Street Church, Ottawa, on the st
Tuesday of February, at 3 p.m.

sQus.sf.c.——In Mclbourne, on Wednesday, January 15th,
1379.

HaMiLTON.—Th2 next stated meeting will be held in
Central Church, Hamilion, on the third Tuesday of Jannary
at 10 o'clock a.m.

Lospon.—Adjuurnad mecting in North Westminster
Church, on 2nd l{:\nu:ry. 1879, at Tt a.m.—Next tegular
mecting in First Preshyterian Church, London, on the third
Monday in March, at 2 p.m.

WiuTsv.—In St. Andrew’s Church, Whitby, on the 3
Tuesday of January, at 1t o'clock a.m.

WittTEV. —This Presbytery meetsin St. Andrew’s Church,
‘Whithy, on the third Tucsday of January at 11 o'clock, a.m.

Kinastos.—In Chalmers”Church, Kingston, on Tuesday,
March 25th, 1879, at three o'clock, p.m.

GLENGARRY. —At Corawall, within St. John's Charch,
on Tuesday, 213t inst., at 1 o'clock p.m.



