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DR. POLONIUS TO HIS SON IVHO GOES
T0 THE GENERAL ASSEMELY.

1Y KNOXONIAN.

Your mother and I ave very glad,my son,to learn that
you are a member of the General Assembly, Weare
very anxious that you should acquit yourself well in
the supreme court, and be a credit to your parents.
Allow me to give you a few plain words of advice,
which may be of some service to you when you take
your seat in the highest court of the Church,

The Assembly meets this year in Haoulton. Hanul-
ton is a generous, warm-hearted, ambitious city, largely
Presbyterian,  The typical Hamilton Presbyternian s
a generous, large-hearted man. There 1s nothing
small about him. Calvinism has done a good deal
for Hamilton, and Hamulton has done a good deal for
Calvinism, [ congratulate you, my son, on the privi-
lege of spending ten days in the good city at the head
of the lake. If you dont have a good tune the fault
will be your own. \Wherever you are sent to lodge
you will be pretty certain to have & good home. If
your mother and [ hear that:-you have grumbled or
made any fuss about your lodgings, we shall be forced
to the painful conclusion that your parent on the
ferale side was too economical in the use of the slip-
per in your young days. No young man brought up
as you were should ever have any feeling other than
that -of gratitude toward his host and hostess. No
gentleman ever has.

Let me tell youa little story, my son. Years ago a
young minister attended his hrst Assembly in Hamil-
ton. He was sent by one of the Hamilton ministers
to lodge with a Hamilton merchant of those days.
He went with considernble reluctance, as the merchant
was a total stranger. He was warmly welcomed, and
‘Kindly treated. A friendship grew up that increased
as the years rolled by. There is scarcely a room in
the manse of that minister that do.s not contain some
token of that good Hamiltonian's friendship. Years
afterward this minister stood by the open grave of
his friend, and as the coffin was let gently down, the
tears could not be kept back. He felt that onc of his
kindest earthly friends was gone. Now, my son, per-
haps you may make justsuch a fnend as that voung
ministor did when you are in Hamilton.

When you take your scat 1n the supreme court there
are some things which you should not do. Don't sit
on a back seat, and make sacenng, cynical remarks
about every member who takes part in the proceed-
ings. If the business of the Church 15 to be done,
any man with common sensec enough to go at large
ought to know that somebody must do it.  Somebody
.must move resolutions, and read reports and discuss
questions, and sit on committees. A member that
can do nothing better in the supreme court of kis
Church than sit on a back seat and say Dr. A is
pusbing himself forward, or Dr. B s very officious
or Prof. C 15 meddhng, or Mr. D s trying to get hus
name in the minutes, has not the raw material in lim
out of which a good Assembly man can be made.
All that may be true of a fesv men—very fescv—but
to make such remarks about everybody who takes
part in the procecdings s conduct that ought 1o bca
fong way beneath the character of a Preshytenan

. minister. Remember, my son, that bile and conceit
are the principal sources from which such cynical re-
marks flow. Let the cynic.get nd of hus bile, and get
a prominent place himself, and he wili pose on the
platforin as pompously as anybody, and perhaps do
vury little business, and not do that httle well.

If you take any part in the proceedings, my son,
.do it modestly and with the tone and manner of a
gentleman who thinks he is nght, but may possibly be
mistaken. Older and wiser men than you have often
been mistaken. Even your father has been mis-
taken at times. The whole General Assembiy has
rmade occasional mistakes. Five ycars ago the Gene-
ral Assembly started that Scheme called the * Com-
mon Fund” for the support of our colleges. The
founders were so ecstatic at the birth of this Scheme
that they asked the General Assembly to give thanks !

* Who gives thanks for that fund now? The banthng
‘has the consumption or some other fell discase that
makes it grow smali by degrees and very much less,
though not beautifully so. A good many Presby-

‘terians, not 2onspicuously foolish, are getting ready.to

give thanks at its bunal. No doubt the Scheme was

started with the best. possible inteations, but the fact
that it is said to be $500 behind last year, and $5,000
less than the Assembly asked, shows that the wisest
and best men are quite liable tobe mistaken.  There-
fore, my son, never dogmatize on doubtful and difficult
questions. Dogmatism on such questionsin the case
of young, inexperienced men is too witen nothing bet-
ter than overgrown puppyism. If the wisest and best
men in the Church are liable at times to go astray,
young men like you should at least remnember that you
are not absolutely infallible.

You will observe, my son, before you are long in the
General Assembly that much precious time is occa-
sionally spent on matters of very little importance.
You will observe that too frequently the supreme
caurt takes ten times as much time in discussing Aosv
ar when it is going to do a thing as it spends in doing
the thing. Such delays are very exasperating. Job
himself might lose his temper if he saw three or four
hundred men, mostly ministers, spend fiftcen minutes
Indiscussing %ot they would do something, the doing
of which took just five. But, my son, you should re-
member that all deliberative bodies work slowly.
Our Assembly is not slower than any other delibera-
tive body of the same numbers. It is very much fas-
ter and more orderly than some. Four hundred
men with equal rights and privileges never dobusiness
quickly and never can. Self-government, my boy,
means discussion. If we had a Pope in our Church
he would run the whole thing himself. There would
then be no discussions at all. No speeches cither long
or short—no resolutions or amendments or points of
order, or anything of that kind. But, my son, you
must have learned from your Church history that
Presbyterian pcople do not take kindly to Popes—
that is to say, those who are not on the watch for the
Catholic vote don’t. Somctimes an aspiring member
has set himself up for Pope in the General Aszem-
bly, and some pastors have tried to act as Popes in
their congregations, but so far the Pope business in
the Presbyterian Church has been a conspicuous fail-
ure in all lands. The most courageous man scarcely
ever tries it more than once. Therefore, my son, re-
member that self-government implies discussion, and
discussion in large, or cven small, bodies implies delay.
You cannpt have all the blessings of sclf-government
and all the quiet of iron Pope rule at the same time.
and you are not as wise a2 young man as you should
be, considering your parentage, if you think so. If
you talk too much about delay shrewd people will see
that you have never been in Pacliament, or in any
large deliberative body, and your mother and 1 would
be pained to know that people consider you green.

Some other day, before the Assembly meets, I will
give you some plain directions on how to make
speeches in the Assembly, and will also say some-
thing to you about what you should put in your va-
lise along with your linen, etc. Meantime, my son,
ponder over the few words I have spoken to you to-
day, and resolve to acquit yourself in the supreme
court in a manner that will bring credit to yonr
Farents.

WINTER STATIONS ON THE MEDITER-

RANEAN —1.

INTRODUCTORY PARAGKAPH.

1 propose to descnibe, in a few letters, the leading
charactetistics of some of the winter stations on the
shore of the Mediterrancan—particularly those on the
Woestern Riviera—that pertion which extends from
Hyeres 10 Genoa—a distance of 203 miles. My
object 1s to aud i a general way ivalids and others
1 selecting the locality which offers the best climate,
and the greatest vanety of distractions tin the French
sense) or means of passing the time pleasantly and
profitably. 1 may begin by saying that the parts of
cach,station sometimes differ more from cach other
than the stations themselves. None of these are
cnurely exempt from cold winds; all suffer more or
less from the Mistral, or north-west wind.

1 shall state some facts regarding the physical fea-
tures and social customs, as well as the climate, of the
different stations between Hyéres and San Remo~—
the former of which 1s considered the coolest—mean
winter temperature, 47°4 degs. Fahr., and the latter
the mildest—mean winter temperature, 48:89 degs.
—of all the winter resarts on this coast,

As regards the .expense of living, I n.ay say that
while some places are much dearer than others, those
who arrive in goed time can make special arrange.

ments with the proprictors of hotels and gensions to
suit the purse of each—say from eight to twelve
francs per day. The chargesin the height of the sca-
son vary from ten to twenty francs per diy.

To mvalids who need quiet, sunny walks, Hytres
and Bordighera nre strongly recommended by those
who have made a study of this part of the Riviera,
Let me begin with

HYERES,

the most southerly of these health resorts, as well as
the nearest to Paris and England—which is fifty-three
miles cast of Marscilles and cleven miles east of Tou.
lon, the great French arsenal on the Medsterrancan,
Like all the winter stations on this coast, Hydces con.
sists of an old town on the sides of a steep hill, to
which has recently been added a new town, having
fine. boulevards lined with handsome shops, good
hotels and comfortable gensions, fitted to attract
foreigners. Villas, too, are built in pretty spots for
the use of rich families, with carriage-houses and
every modern convenience. This, like all these win-
ter stations, has suffered for some years from the pre-
sence of cholera at ‘Toulon and Marseilles, else ut
would, doubtless, have increased still more in size and
in prosperity.

A plain, some two miles in extent, separates Hytres
from the sea, and the wooded Maute mountains
{2,556 feet) protect it, to some extent, from the north
winds. Palm trees are planted in different parts of
the town, which give something of an oriental appear-
ance to the place. In a garden near, animals, birds
and plants are reared for the * Jardin d’Acclimatation”
of Paris, of which it is a branch. Visitors find here a
pleasant retreat where they can walk and sit, and
make purchases of plants, flowers and milk,

‘THE OLD TOWN,

with its narrow, steep and dirty streets, dark, gloomy
avodes and picturesquely clad inhabitants, interests
visitors, who ~re soon found exploring its tortuous
lanes. In one of thenarrowest streets in old Hyeres
—Rue Rubaton 7—was born Massillon, the greatest
of French preachers, June 24, 1663. His father was
a notary, and the business was carried on from father
to son.in.the .same .house from 1647 to 1834. 1t will
be remembered that on one occasion, when Massiilon
preached before the court of Versailles, his sermon
made the profligate Louis XIV. exclaim, in presence
of his court : “ Father, I-have heard several good ora-
tors, and have been satisfied with them, but whenever
I hear you Iam dissatisfied with myself.” It is a
pity it did not also lead to reformation.

On the top of the hill on which the old town is
buiit, stands the chiteau of Hydres, 657 feet above
the sca. From it a complete view can be had
of the town bencath, of the plain, and of the
islands some distance from the coast. \Walks and
drives in the valleys and hills around are numerous,
amongst olives, vines and cork trees, the principal

PRODUCTS OF THIS COAST.

The trunk of the olive tree has a tendency to separate
and form new limbs, so that it is far from heing a
handsome tree. It can bear a cold of 12 degs. Fahr.,
while the orange and lemon trees are killed by a cold of
22 degs. The cork-oak trecs are numerous here, the
bark forming an important article of commerce. A
cork tree does not produce fine-grained cork till it s
fifty years old.

Naturalists find here the curious caterpiliar of the
moth —Bombyx processionaria—which feeds at night
on the leaves of the Aleppo and maritime pine trees.
Their nests, shaped like a soda-water bottle, ate at-
tached to the branches of these trees. When they
leave the nest they go in praocesston, following cach
other with great precision. Many rare butterflies arc
also found about Hydres, one— Nympialis Jasius~
is said to be the only representative ingEurope of the
genus Charaxes.

On the summits of the Maures,and on all the
mountains bordering the Riviera, grows the heath
Ericaarborea, from whose roots pipes are made. The
digging up and preparing of these roots for the Pans
manufacturers form an important industry in the
mountain villages. .In England they are called bnias-
root pipes, briar being a corruption of the French
word druyere, signifying heath,

CLIMATE

-Hy?res is said to be specially suited 1o old people and

young children whose constitutions need-to he streng-
thened. Dr. Edwin Leesays+ “ Thechiefattractions



