AugusT 6th, 1884 |

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

5%5

$oastor ARG E2HOPLE, o

— e — o e

THE NECESSITY OF OUR REACHING THE
MASSES.

Among the baccalaureate sermons, so numerous at
this college season, that of Fstadent Seelye, of
Amberst, is notable, beraase of the ability which
marks all tha wotk of the aathor, and especially
becauss of the topic he has now treaied. The soclal

. question, as the .question of the fatare In Ameidia,
was mado the burden of the sermon., To enfoice the
arguments, attention was called to the faci, that the-e
are 2 hundred thousand mea in the Ualted States to-
day “ whose animosily against all easting soclal iasti-
tuticns is bard y less than bou.dless. They ase form
ing tnemselves Into socicties someiimes seuiel, sume-
times ~p2n, and they o,.caly advocate o1 the platform
or through the press, the de...actlon b, fire, by the
bullet, and by dyn.mite of the propesiy and the lifeof
those whose way of living they conde..n® The
President then quotes from one of thelt jou..als
called Z’rus%, published In San Frandisco, this amiabic
bit of dogmatics In dynamite . “ When the labouring
men uaderstandthat the heaventhey are promised hese-
after s but a mirage, they will knock at the doot of the
wealthy robber with a musket in hand and demand
their share of the goods of this life now.” Andas
lsading up to this period of pike, gun and partition
of property, we are told that a Sunday paper, Drse
Tackle, published in Chlcago, has each letter of its
title printed in flames on a background of smoke.

This, with much more like it, fummishes food fo:
both graduates and post-graduates to reflect upoo,
Tkat the rumbling under European thrones has, asa
wave of eartbquake which rolls under the sea, crossed
to our continent, and sent trembling through our bedy
politic none but an Idiot or a demagogue will deny.
But whether the sentence from Zru¢A, quoted above,
has not in It a grain of reason which needs to be
planted in the thought of patriots and philantbropists,
is not yet a matter of such common consent. Perhaps
it may come to be. Possibly it will occur in some of
those trying times, to which not only President Seelye,
but all far seeing statesmen point ahead, that the
oation will see how this firebrand editor of the
Pacific Coast was right in his teaching. 1f heaven Is
but a mirage,if kell is but a ghost, or iIf men who
reject the rule of Almighty God in this life will have
plenty of time between death and the jndgment to
make things right, then why shall not the hardworking
poor either have a share of the hoarded wealth of the
rich, or throw away their lives 1n the eflort to get It ?
Never bas cur country more needed than it dces now
a vertebrate theology. Never has Cuar country had as
ithas now, a jellyfish construction of faith, Never
was God smailer in the sermons preached, in the
theologles taught, and in the consciences of men. And
while He decreases, dynamite may surely be expected
to ingrease.—Christian-at- Work.

UNCROWNED HERO%S.

It is rather a strange thing that most of the heroes
of history are made famous by deeds of bravery in
war, in which thzy have sacrificed many lives, and in
some instances their own, in support of principles and
parties. They fought tangible foes for resulis that
were almost sure to have direct effect upon temporary
affairs,

There is another class of heroes which also includes
many brave onat of the gentler sex, who do not flinch
to go where duty calls them, no matter what the dan-
ger may be. They face invisible foes, and their
victories are renowned for lives saved instead of lost.
It reguires & brave hzart to eater into a conflictin
which huudreds will fall, \0 oppose armed force with
force ; but how much mer2 conrage and constaacy are
aceded to go into the house where deadly pestilence
prevalls and fight it day after day, week after week,
to comfort the dying with the“consolations of religion,
give hope to the sick in body and at heart, to be
patient and watchfol through all, and yet have the
fact every moment brought ¢o mind that the aurse is
just as vu'nerable to the attacks of the mysterious fos
as were its victims who are now writhing in its
clutches,

There is said to be somsthing inspizing in battls,
s~mething that makes the naturally brave man lose
slght eatirely of seif and heed-only the conflict. The

tudes rushing to the cbargs draw the soldier onward,
as the sound of bugle and the tramp .f many hoofs
fofluence the cavaley horse, that has lost the rider,
but novertheless keeps his place in the ranks, No
battls cr; cheers theso other heroes.  All Is quiet ex-
cept when broken by the rumble of a hearss or
doctor's buggy over the stones, and the sobs and sighs
of the bereaved and suffering  the well Lave fled, the
sick and thalr faithful attendants alono remain,

To the fact that many such noble (haracters have
existed in al! ages, the world {tsell owes its life. Wuh-

{riend about a disagrecabls mattar at some time othes
than now, but it seldom is. This peracious style of
reasoning blocks up life’s pathway with hideous ob.
stacles. They are always in our way when we want
our best strength, The truth is, no man is ever at his
best when his conscicace s oot at sest. \vhoever
wacots to otk with all his gowers at white keat, must
have a good conscicnce, voud of offence toward God
and man, A gran of sand in the eye s a litle thing
but it has great results.  The miad thatis not fres from
perulexing cares and littla tarments s Like an cagle

out them discase would soen run rife, cities perish | with lead on its wings, or like a ship with taunered

aad the gardens of the carth become either wilder.
resses or deserts  During fearful cholera visitatiaos,
rud whenever and wherever the yellow fever, small.
pee or plague have broken out with terrible effect,
Suman nature has no? ; oved wanting in pity. Hewoos
and heroines have sprang up on all sides, ready for
the labour of love, whose only earthly rewards may be

sails, Iv.s like runaing with gravel in ones shoes.
The man who lives happ.est and sercaest 13 not the
one aho shuns ot defers duues, but the one who heror-
<2 .y takes up each task as i comes, picasant or other-
wise, aad puis ot behiad him weh pertormed. Saccess
In life does not depend bail so much upon atulity as
fidelity. There s not so much dificrence 1o the

ulet graves, ur in ex‘reme cases in a yaick limed | wotking powers of nen as in their milling powers.
qulet gra 4 P Iy

trench beside some of those whom they have been
trylog to save The true nobility of character that
takes such risks for others can never be desciibed,
bu* their example should be kept in mlad and wuh it
tby thought that there !s something tiaver thas
imperilliag one's life in sanguinary confl.ct, and that
is putting it at stake that those of othurs may be
saved.— Presbyterian Banner.

THE FAMILY BIBLA.

This book is all that's lcft me now
.cars will unbidden start;

With faltering lip and throbbiog biow
I press it to my heart.

For many generations past
Here is our {amily tree ;

My mother’s hand this Bible clasped,
She dying, gave it me,

Ah! well do I remember those
\Vhose names these records bear—
Who round the hearthstone used to close
After the evening prayer,
And speak of what these pages said--
In tones my heart would thrill :
Though they are with the silent dead,
Here are they living still,

My father rewd this Holy Book
To brothers, sisters deat:
How calm was my poor mother's louk,
Who loved God's word to hear !
Her angel face--1 see it yet!
\Vhat thraogiog memories come !
Again that hittle proup is met
WWathia the hallsof home,

Thea truest friend man ever koew,
Thy constancy I tried ;
Where all were false I've found thee true,
My counsellor and guids !
The mines of earth no treasure give
That could this volame buy ¢
In teaching me the way to live
It taught me how to die.

PUTTING OFF UNPLEASANT DUTIES.

Most people are good at putting off uapleasant
dutles, To people who have consciences, duldes like
debts, are troubles until they are discharged. A duty
can no more be pertormed by putting it off than a debt
cun be paid by the same process. There is another
analogy between a duty and a debt; postponement
dogs not lessen the obligation, but rather increases it.
An unfrlfiled duty hangs heavy on the heart of aright-
minded person. It is like a nightmare disturbing
the swe_cest 1epose, and haunting us even amid our
keeaest enjoymenis.  The pleasuresofa whola month
are often marred by the constant reccllection that we
have besn unfaithful to dutv. Wherever we ge, or
whatever we do, there is 2 painful sense that something
is wrong, sumething has bzen forgotton or lost. This
is God's way of putting us in mind of vur best in-
terests. We 2re so made that we canrot be happy
while our account with God and men j» anvald. Itis
a pity to drag ou: life under the lash of a faithfu: con-
science, Its poignant;stingimight so easily be made
a thrill of the keenest pléasuze.

There can bs n~ real uplift in lifs while we wallk
uader our daties as .f they were heavy burdens. The
man who has 2 duty to perform, and who walks sqaare
up to it and does it, is not only a brave man, but a
happy man. His life is not continually harassed and
vexed by the thought that some kaown duty has been
deferred till 2 more convenient season. It it so casy
to leave an uapleasant task for some othe. me. We

roar of guns, the clash of arms and the sight of multl- I always imagine that it will be easier to speak to 2

Woe talk about geniwus as «f 1 weie some ethereal
dwelle: of the skies, whereas it s only a day-iabourer
In the shop, ot va the fatm, or 10 the studiv, Success
is aot a hap-hazard thing. It s the ceward ot Qdetuy
to dusy aot great daues oaiy, but to ail duties,.—
Cumberland Prc:bytersan.

NO REASON FOR DISCUURAGEMENT.

Oana recent occasion, Rev. Charles F. D+ems, D D,,
of the Church of the Strangers, New Yosk, saids
There was nothing to dampen the ardor of the friends
of Christian truth, but much to encourage them. The
tone of anti.Christian writers was losing its supers
ciliousoess, as they came to find how much brains,
scicace and power were on the Christian side. A
prolific literature has been produced showing (1) that
much had been assumedas fatal to Christinnity bad no
rational basis ; (2) that much other bas bzen shown
to be mere copjecture, not knowledge; (3) that in
what has been demonstrated nothing appears con-
trary to the Jewish and Christian religions, and (4)
that science is increasing its contribution to the illus.
trativn of the Sceiptuce. Beyond that luerawre
more Bibles, prayer-books, etc., are published ttan
ever beflore, and there is no diminution of Christian
offort ; more members are added to the Christian
Church ; more churchgs built, more thousands of dol-
lars contributed to propagate Christianity than ever
before. Christianity has gezater hold on the young
men of culture, as shown by college statistics. Chris-
tianity also is spreading beyond the churches. OQut-
side of Christianity the signs are not discouraging.
The rejectors of Christian truth are growing despon.
dant. Words of M. Renan aad the late Professor
Clifford were cited to show this, the enemy are at.
tacking one another; the Positivists and Agnostics
are becoming hostile to each other as either to Chrls-
tianity. Many men who were active missionaries of
unfaith have been converted.

THE Bishop of Liverpool, Dr. Ryle, is helping to
solve the question, * How to reach the masses,” He
preaches in the open air ; in the great ship.building
yards at the noon intermission, and among the 14,000
carters, with their wives, children and babies, and to
the men employed at large freight stations, oftentimes
from 2,000 to 3,000 in one assembly.

Or all the smaller English missions, the Living.
stone-Congo stauds conspicuous for its overflowing of
zeal, and life, aad promise, and of all its agents young
McCall wasthe brighest , but he was struck down in
mid-work. His last words were recorded by a stranger
who visited him. Let each one of us lay them to our
hearts, “Lord, 1 gave myself, mind and sou! to
Thee. 1 consecrated my whole Iife and being to Thy
service, and now, if it please Thes to take myself,
instead of the work wiich I would do for Thes, what
is that to me; Thy will be done.”

REv, R. W. MCALL writes from France to tae
Amecrican McAll Association : Notwithstanding «il
that your Christian liberality has epabled us to effect
and all that the similar aid sent to us from Eagland
and Scotland, and afforded in France itsclf, has
rendercd possible, we are yet isceiving constant
appeals for the opening of new stations in tewns and
districts yet wholly destitute of evangelization, Hence
we bave need, dear friends, of your combined and
parsevering efforts to enable us to go forward, and
thus to hasten the glad day when in every city and
village and housthold of fair France the good news
;f heaven’s mercy to a lost woi? shall bs made

nown,



