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,W0TIS 0F THI *119K.
TitsI "Baîrd Lectures»M for :88: are by the Rev.

Dr. Mlathoson, and thelr subject, IlNatural Elements
of Rtvealed Theology.Y Their design is Ilta ascer-
tain ta what extent the doctrines ai rcvcaled religion
have a basil In the natural instincts ai the hunman
uiindY _______

Tilt B3ritish census returna are already being par-
tialiy published, while aur Canadian affair Il dragging
lis slow length along, wlth nobody able ta give even
à guess when Il whll be flnished, but with plenty ai
people (ully able ta testliy that it il being done in a
very slipshod fashian, and wili Iseue in many bcing
registered twice and la slill more not being registered
at aU.___________

Wurts Robert CoUlege ai Constantinople was first
stuted It encountmrd bitter opposition, flot only (rain
tue Mohammedans, but from the Armenian and
Gmek Churches. Now there are fifteen or twenty
ycung Moslems among Its students ;and so thar-
ougbly have the prejudices cf the Greek Church been
aî'ercoimc that at tht last annuai commencement the
Greek Patiarch sent a representative ta attend the
exercdses; andin the course ai the session he made
an address full af conumendation of the institution.

TRER:! s a continued niovemnent towards religtaus
lierty in the State Cburch af Swedu, whicb, whiîe .t
dots not assume a solid fatm or arganization, yet
sliers the general operatian of sp!. atual influences.
Voluntary societies, called l'Socieùcs, ai the Lord's
Supper,n are forming within the Churcli, which sen
to be passessed ai an evangehicai spirit. They (rater.
nue with aur own preachers, and Il beg tai hear
froni thenu how jesus saves (rom sin." Indeed, aur
preacbers are In some instances cafld ta minister ta
thes peopie statedly, and are partially supported by
thein. The growth ai these societies seems ta detract
in some places from the attendance upon the Metha.
dist congregatian. Nevertheless, the elements ai be-
l tàey advocate are indirectly making advances

aînang the people.

IanuTn' is widening and strengthening in F .rance
The soldiers are now released frani compulsory atten.
dance an religiaus services. Protestant officiais are
no longer obliged ta, attend mass an public occasions.
Reigions books, wbetber sold or given, are no longer
the abjects ci prohibitive Iawi. A simple declaration
i alîthat is .sccessary ta bold a meeting or deliver a
lecture. Public scboohs mnay be tauglit by Protes-
tants as well as by Roman Catholics, and just a few
weeks ago perfect freedorn for ail in respect ai burial
grounds bas been voted by 348 tai s So. What is truct
of France is equally sa of Italy, and ta a goad extent
is getting to b. sa even of Spain. The onward pro-
gress of liberty and taleration is becoming as marked
and uninitakrable as the niost sanguine cauld have
Ianticipated. _______

T.s: New York IlEvangelist » says "There is
likely ta b. a decrease ai wite-whipping. The Ju-
diciary Conîmittee of the Assembly ai Albany bas
reported for consideration tht bill pravidîng for the
fiîggig of ail mea wha Iay vicient hancis upon a wo-
mla. Tht following is the important section : Sec
i. Wbenever, bereafter, any male persan shall wiltully
buat, braise, or mutilait his wite or any ailier feniale
hanian btlng, the court or magistrate before whom
tbt offender siail b. braught and convicted shall di-
rect the inflicfion of corporal punishment upon such
ofFender, specufying ai the sanie tie the nuniber of
Strokes or lashes, which shall not bc more than
tienîy.ûive nor ..u than ten, which shaU b. stui:dily
laid on upen, e bLe fa ofisaid offender, by means;
of a whip or lash cf such proportion and strength as
wMI insure the caMring eut cf tht spirit and letter cf
thîis statute. is' fuather provided that the punish-
icetit shillV bÏ idiliteied, within thé prison 'en-
domatreila the couaty where the ofrence was conimitted,

in as private a manner as may be, and in the presence
oi a physician. W. trust the bill may beconue a

HERE is an lnteresting item as givang the drink bill
of Great Britain and Irelanci, i88oe
Ileer ........ goS.o38,916 gallons @ il 6d.467,88t,67-3
Itlilli spirlits... 28,457,486 @ 203... 23,457.486
Foreign "..8.97,51î1 @44S... 10,173,014

B sjne........ 15,852,335 @ 3i.. 13,270, 102
Britls wine, ctc. 15,000,000 " @ 2S... 1,500,000

The area ai cultîvateci lanîd in Great Btitaîn ilut2,7,7
32,101,909 acres, and the average reniai
3o; per acre..................... .. £f48,i52.863

The area af cuiîivatcd landi in Irelanci is 15,.
357,856 acres, and the average tental s 5s

Pe cle.......................... La 1 ,518,392

£659,6991,255
Th', drink bill il theretore more il-an double the en-

tire rentai ai agricultural land. It aisa amaunts ta
mare than Z3 per heai for every mian, wanlan and
cbild yearly, and more than Lis1 per annuin for ecd
family-and largely exceeds the entire public revt-ue

TnnF Rev. Newman Hial, writing in thet" Ingepen-
dent," takes exception ta the doctrine that the Churcli
makes ils chief gains by means ai periadical revivals.
He says in his experience and observation it has been
otherwise. Tht record tha he furnishes is similar ta
niany that are made in this =ontry, and whîch shew
sa strikingly how what are c..'Ied great awakenings
and occasions ot unusual grace a:e decepîi% cithrough
the tailing off ai those who are publisheci as thc% tra-
phies ai their power. In concluding luis article he
says: IlShould not the GoEpel trumpet sounci the
notes ' Repent I Believe" ilveek byweck? Ifthe regu.
lar week day prayer-meetings were crawded by church
rnembers earnestly seeking the divine blessing an the
ordinary instrumentality; if ail proiessors felt that re-
sponsibiiity ta be workers, flot w.-iting for a revival ta
bring in tlie hundreis, but each trying ta save indu-
viduals ; if the pew preacheci, as weli as the puipit,
vindicating the doctrine îuropounded in worcls by purity
and probity andi benievolence cf lite ; if, insteaci ai
waiting for an occasionai torrent, more acivantage
were taken ai the ritm that daiiy iailL, the dew thuî
nightly distilîs, might we not have a rcuvival ail the
year round ?"

WuHATEviR Dr. Howard Crosby may be as a tient-
perance man, lie is certainîy gaod on Christian work.
There are sanie people who seeni anxiaus ta shew a
decline in this. In answer ta a reporter tor the
IlChristian Union"' seeking information an churcli
attendance and workc in tht city ai New York, Dr.
Crosby replied thus pointedly and pithily ta tht serues
of questions aukedi. x. 1 know of no decline whatever
in churcli attendance. 1 think thiîngs; are jusi as they
bave always been. 2. 1 think tht sermons ai to-day
are as effective as they ever were. 3. Ai! such things
as Churcb fairs, privat theatricals, etc., do decrease
spiritualiy, but 1 don't believe there are any more af
thein now than there have long been. 4. 1 don't
know any différence in Churcli work, except that there
is a greau deal more of it, anud that il is spread ov..r a
larger surface. 5. 1 don't think tht dcvii is a bit more
active now than lie bas always been, and 1 think a
good deal ai modern uhought is a modern humbug.
I dan't think modern thouglit is any better than
artcient tbougbt. I think there is a great deal said
about ibis nineteenth century that is ail bosh, and the
aid doctrines art jusi as precious and just as mucli
pruted as they ever were.»

Ex. PRESIDENT H4AYE bas recently writuen a letter
wbich ought to set at iW tht ridiculous suantes afloat

-about bis incansistencfeÏ'in the matter of wine drink-
ing. "'%Vbtn I becami Preident," he says, IlI was
fully canvinced that whatever migit be the case in
ather countrie.s and witb ather people, in aur cimait,
andi wiîh tht excitable, nervous temperament of aur
people, thé habitual use of intoxicating drinks was
not sa[&m 1 regarded the danger ai thebhabit as es-

pecially great ini palitical and officiai hie. It seerned
taiM twehat ta txclude liquors 1,iran the WVhite MIouse
wauid be wise and useful as an examnple, and would
b. approved by good people generaily. The sugges-
tion was particularly agreeabie ta bits. Hayes. She
li been a total abstinence woman frrnt childhood.
WVe had neyer used i quars in aur own home, andi It
was determineci ta continue aur home custotn in this
respect in our officiai residence in WVashington, as wc
had donc ai Columbus. 1 was flot a total abstainer
when 1 became l>resident, but the discussion which
arase ovcr the change ai the Executive Ntansion soon
satisfied me thiai: there was no hall way hause In the
matter. During the greater part af nîy terni, at least
during the list three years 1 have been in practlce, as
in tlîeory, a persistent total abstinence man, and shali
continuc ta be soi. Ail statemrenti, including the ane
you sent me, inconsistent with the foregaing, arc un-
true and without foundatian."

MÀNV at our reader3 Wili remember the visît paid
a few months ago ta Canada and the States by Mi.
Reveiilaud and the Rev. George Didds, in advocacy
ai the dlaims ofithe.%IcA[l Mission ta the workîng men
ai France. Froin a letter lately rccîved by the Rev.
Dr. Reid troni Mr. Dodds, we leara that the work in
France is exterdang with a rapidîty which fuls even
the most sanguine with astonishment. ZNr. Dodds
says . IlIt bas daubed ian three years and tour months
the number ai its staitions. We ha% e just openeci a
new meeting at %Versatiles, and M. Reveilt.4ud gives us
mast wecôme hclp baoin wcek to weck. rhte work
bis succeedeci beyond aIl expectation at Roubaix and
Croix ; *hese tawns along with Lille and Tourcoing
are the centres ai industry in flax, cotton andi silk;
the people are cither Fcemish or af Fscmnish origin,
nuh quicter and less dceminstr.tive than the people

in Lyons andi Bordeaux, or cven aur audiences lit
Paris." Audiences af upwards Of 400 warkingmen
nicet tai liar the Gospel, and ta p in in singîng the
hymi i. NMr. Doddcs adds that a new station outside
ai Paris lias been opened at a place frani whîch the
preachers had bttn d..vcn by the violence of the
pr-est and people, and now ai a Saturday evening as
rnany as i 5o, gather fur warshîp, aud there is not the
slightest 'lîsturbance. Ail thîs as ver encouraging,
and may w~ell lead ail Gad's people ta cry, "lTis
is the Lordis doing, aud it is mitvellsus ini ut eyes 1"

EVERVWIVIERE, except in the halls ai the Vatican
where the glonin ai the dark zges yet lingers and
prevails, a spirit af enlîghteied catholicity is gaining
grounci in the caunsels ai the ruling powers. Ve have
already reierred ta the change in Spain. Vie have
just receivcd [ram Rev. S. L Patter, cf Teheran,
Persia, a translatian ai a recent arder [rom the Office
for Fareigu Affairs, sent ta the Governar of Haynadan,
the central1 province ai Persa, Il in the monîli af
Safar the Vicariouç, z2pS." carresponding te january,
1881, in regard ta the persecutian oai certin Jews
%vho have chosen the Christian fith" by ailier Jews.
The Government, it sens, have irequently remon-
strated agaunst the ncts ai persecution, and now, in
sending thîs new order, they say decidedly, IlLet a
Jew choose the Christian fiîh, or a Chistian accept
the jewish iaith, they should not incur apposition or
molestation froni anybady. WVîth ail the previaus in-
jundctions, what reasan .s there that sanie arrangement
lias nat been effected for removang tic opplression on~
the part ai the Jews ? And then il pereniptorily directs
the Governor taI "guve sucli exertion and attention to
the marter that hereaiter eternaliy no hîndrance shall
bc placed in the way af those certain individuals and
persons ai the Jews andi Armentans who wish ta enter
another fajîli. And in other respects also, yau will
take care that the Jews anci Armenians dweUing in
Hamadan shall enîoy rest and quietness. Vihat fur-
ther writing is necessary ?" It is trne for Pope Leo
and the Sacred Callege toi reconsider thiu unchrisuian
and obsolete policy, when even the Shah of Persia
admits the inalienable rîglt af bis Christian and Jewish
subjects ta choose their ftith withouît nilestation.-
Chirisf ian Weekly.


