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CORRESPONDENCE.

The Ontario Game Laws.

To rur Eorror or Rob anp Gey e

I join heartily with your corregpondents of last month in
the general condemnation of the Ontario Game Law 1T have
thought very strongly on this subject for along time, and am
pleasud to know  that the sportsmen ol Ontavio will have an
opportupity given them in your colwmng,  of expressing
themselves in this matter,

The difficnlty, with us in Ontario, is and has been, that we
have no assoviation of sportsmen and until new no Catidian
jonrnal sufliciently interested in the wants of Ontavio sportsmen,
through whom they conld make their wants, ag a body, known,
Those who have assumed to mould our game laws, have done so,
apparently, in entire ignortnee of what sportsmen reqnired. or
in dirveet disregard of their wishes in the matter. When 1 sy
“xportsmen” I mean what that word <hould always imply,
manely, o body of men  whose first cave is for the preservation
and propagation of the game, and with whom the sport of
killing the game is 2 secondary  considestion,  Favther, |
think. the Ontario Game Cotmmnission, which must be looked
upon as the step-father of Ontario game legislation, displays in
the numerons game kaws we are afflicted with a marvellous
ignomnee of the best iethods of game preservation.

No better instance of this is necessary than in the laws on
the statnte book regulating vhe kiiting of deer, which haz been
so emphatically condenmed by all your correspondents last
month, The idea of allowing ouly two weeks of mose
hanting, every three yvears, with the immense movse territory
possessed by Ontario, is too absurd for argument.  Then why,
in the name of common sense, is the hunting of ved deer, us
well as the moose, confined to only two weeks, 11 the number
steh licensee i= Himited to kill, as it 15, what difference does
it muke whether a hunter gets his legsl amount during the
lirt week of October or the Iast week in November,  Cat the
limit down to one red deer each, if such is necessary to keep up
the supply, but give 2 man an opportunity to do his hunting at
A time wost convenient for himseld, and when the weather s
most favorable.  Not every one who wounld like to take a week
in the woods can get away from business at the partienlar
fortnight fixed for him by statute. and sometimes the weather
during that partieular two weeks is, as it was in moosefand
thig vear, too glormy for any decent hunting, in fact too bad
most of the time to allow any hanting at all.

In regard to other game birds and @vimal:, the liw might
be not only made charery, so that v world not regnire a
Philadelphia lawyer to naderstand it, but raght be improved
inmany respeets. 1 should be made elear that the use of 2
sun in hunting cotton-tail rabbits duving the close season of
other game is prohibited.  The present law may mean this, but
it does not-say so.  Itsays: “Notwithstanding anything in this
Adt, any person may during close se.con take or kill the wood
hare or cotton-tiale ribbit by any other means than by the use
of gu g or other firearms ™5 and yet, in the whole Act, there is
no close season on thig animal, and the sub-section conld
certainly not be construed to refer to the close =eason on any
other game.

The open seagon on gronse and quail might. properly be
put two weeks later and the sale of all game birds and animals
shonld be absolutely prohibited. It ig, in my opinion, simply
saving at the spigot and losing at the bung hole, to plice such
narrow restrictions on the hunting of gmune and allow the
putrket hunter to get in his deadly  work. “Breeme.”
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THE RIFLES OF THE FOREST.

Ag e lay on the damp, sweet-smelling fir botghs, feet to
the fire, my esteemed friend Bernard Wabis, whese winter
address ig. hy-thesbye, sixty miles com nowhere, up there in
the frozen north, beyond ‘Temiskaming, gave me hie opinion
upon rifles and the ghooting thereof.

© Forty-four (W.CL.F.) big cnough foranything. iy moose
in right place, hun dead, sure ; kitl hiny 300, 400 yards.  Forty-
five (43-70-403) make too mueh row ; hurt too much.”

Now, Bernard, though young in yuars, is old, very old, in
experience.  He may not know much, but what he does know
was tanght him in a school kept e Dame Nature, and in her
establishment mistakes have to be paid for, and are not viten
repeated by apt pupils. A8 for the pupils who are not apt,
they simply die, and there isan end to thein,  Knowing these
thinga, I always treat Bernard’s «.pinions on matters connected
witlt the noble art of hunting, with respeet, thongh 1 do not
believe he is sound in his geology 3 breaunse he says stones grew
whete they are, and laughed eynically at my claims for his
vecagnition of an ice age, and of a great continental glacier,
The ** Ol Indiansg,”’ as he ealls his ancestors, handed down no
traditions of such things, which is proof conclusive in Bernard’s
mind that 1 am mistaken.  Neitder is he an evolutionist ; on
the contiry, he holds stoutly to a liberal interpretation of the
first chapter of Genesig, and believes that there were never
any red trout in Temiskaming Lake, nor White Fish in Sucker
it Lake, simply becaunse they were not put there.  But
Bernard has many a time when he was learning, seen his
divner walk away srom him on account of w poor shot, and
often in later years feasted on moose muflle as a reward for
burning straight powder, so when he says that 44 W.C.E is
good enough for any moose, you may take my word for it he
knows what he is talking about. There is bat one condition
hie imposes, an you wounld have blood on the blick knife you
must hit the moose in the right place.  This I confess 13 not
always casy. Moose have a most veprehessible habit of
moving just as the trigger is being pulled, sometimes, indeed,
they are so wantondy depraved as to decling towwait a fellow’s
convenience, nd onie must shoot with a pulse fluttering from
bad canditions and excitement, and then, of course, even a 17
pound elephant rvifle misht fail to bag. After making some
hi's and many misses, I am foreed to couclude, picking the
shot and taking paing is a surer way to moose ¢teak pie, or
venison pasty, than lugging about v great, clumsy weapon
whoze only claim to preference is that. it.conld probably rake a
big bull from stem to stern, and make 2 hole big enough to put
your fist 1,

To-day maost of our forest Indians are using the 14 W.CF,
ot meose, caribon, deer aud bear, and are guite satistied with
their ritles; in the mountains and on the prairic where the
anges are longer, the oid reliable 43-70-405, or the newer
30-30 W.C.F, have the call, hence we may conclude, safely, that
as a rib tickler, the W.C.F. is a=uccess, and ag faras power goes,
suflicient for our wants; not that I advecate the 44, or use it
myself ; it< advantages do not appeal to me i much as they do
to the Indian hanters, and Tawm willing to sacrifice something
for a rifle that will simplify the ever diflicult problem of range
finding, and to do the busives, even when the shot has not been
placed just where it should have been. The point I would
uitke is simply this: there is no absolute need to carry a heavy
rifle of big calibre into the woods, secing that a lighter one will
do all that iy needind, if held tolerably gtraight.

For years my favorite rifle was o double 450 express. It
was a magnificent weapon ; quite accmate up to 150 yards, and




